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HE GENERAL objective in the recovery program is clear and
Teasily stated—to restore a worlgable' exchangeability among the
separate parts of our economic machine and to set it to functioning
again; and beyond this to perfect arrangements which may prevent
its future disorganization. This means that we must insure ade-
quate income to the farmers, adequate wages to the workers, an
adequate return to useful capital, and an adequate remuneration to
management. What we want, reaily, is to provide the opportunity
for every individual and every group to work and to be able to con-
sume the product of others’ work. This involves a creation of buying
power which is coordinate with the creation of goods.. We shall not

rest nor be diverted to lesser things until that minimum is achieved.

Assistant Secretary of Agriculture.
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In This Issue

WHAT will be the extension pro-
gram for 19347 1In a clear-
cut and comprehensive statement
Director C. W. Warburton gives
his answer to this all-important
question. Summarizing the field
of extension activity in 1934, he
says:“Itis highly desirable to con-
tinue the educational program of
the county agent, modifyingitand
molding it to fit into the new order.
Production control is only applied
economics limiting the production
of any commodity to the quantity
which the market will take at
a price which yields a fair return
to the consumer. We still need
to keep constantly before rural
people the latest results of re-
search that contribute to efficient
and economical production.”
WHAT can be done with theland

retired from the production of
corn, wheat, cotton, and tobacco,
under the terms of the authorized
production adjustmentcontracts’
J.F.Cox, Chief, Replacement Crops
Section, Agricultural Adjustment
Administration, gives us an au-
thoritative reply. He points out
further that the proper use of acre-
age retired from commodity pro-
duction should benefit American
agriculture not only through the
immediate effect of balancing the
production of the basic surplus
crops, but through the contribu-
tion that honest and conscientious
use of retired acreage will make to
erosion control, soil improvement,
and the permanent improvement
of agriculture.

HE urgent need for terracing in Tal-
Tlapoosa County, Ala., was realized
by County Agent Fletcher N. Farring-
ton and the county commissioners
when farmers could not pay their taxes
because theirland was virtually washed
away. FEducational work carried on
by Agent Fletcher and J. B. Wilson,
Alabama extension agricultural engi-
neer, showing the tremendous loss to
the county through depletion of the
soil gave the county commissioners the
popular support they needed to justify
providing tractors and terracing equip-
ment to aid in doing the work.
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Two county agricultural agents of
Connecticut give us an interesting
accountofhowextension workiscarried
on in their counties. C. D. Lewis of
Hartford County discusses how the lo-
calleaders in towns take their problems
and suggestions to their county project
committees for a thorough studyv of the
economic and other factors bearing on
their particular projects, usinga recent
conferenceon tobacco policies as an ex-
ample. Similarly, Ravmond Clappof
New Haven County tells us what his
county dairy committee has accom-

plished.

On The Calendar

Southern Agricultural Workers
meeting, Memphis, Tenn., Jan-
uary 31-February 2.

Farm and Home Week, Ithaca,

1 N.Y,, February 12-17.

Annual Meeting, Illinois Farming
Institute, Jacksonville, IIl.,
February 20-23.

Houston Fat Stock Show, Hous-
ton, Tex.,February 24-March4.

Southwestern Exposition and Fat
Stock Show, Fort Worth, Tex.,
March 10-19.

Fifty-seventhAnnualConvention,
Texas and Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Association, San An-
tonio, Tex., March 20-22.

Farm and Home Week, Orono,
Maine, March 26-29.

W. PECK, cooperative bank
« commissioner for the Farm
Credit Administration, outlines the
new credit system as it applies to
cooperative organizations. Heex-
plains what working capital loans,
facility loans, and commodity or
intermediateloansareandonwhat
basis they are made to cooperative
organizations. He sayvs, *“We be-
lieve that toobtain credit from the
cooperative division, cooperatives
must be producer-owned and pro-
ducer-controlled. In making
credit available to such organiza-
tions, the members’ interest and
welfare is the deciding factor.”
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THAT news calendars are impor-
tant in the extension agent’s
annual program of work is empha-
13 sized by W. H. Darrow, extension
editor for Texas, and County
Agent J. V. Highfill, Franklin
County, Ark. Both give us examples
of news calendars that have helped bring
extension activities to wide public
attention.
BUSINESS methods are being adap-
ted to effective use in Wisconsin
homes as a result of a project super-
vised by Wealthy M. Hale, Wisconsin
home management specialist. Bank-
ing, money investments, problems of
children’s money. records, and wills
are among the things that are being
discussed and studied by Wisconsin
farm women cooperating in this
extension activity.
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- The Extension Program for 1934

C. W. WARBURTON

Director of Extension Work, United States Department of Agriculture

XTENSION work and extension

programs are never static. Ex-

tension activities have been gradu-
ally adjusted to changing conditions.
The war-time urge for increased produc-
tion of foodstuffs gave way to the more
orderly post-war period when the major
attention was given, not to bringing new
acres into cultivation, but to the more
efficient use of ex-

on farms there is increasing need for
efficiency of production. The greatest
reward will come to those who produce
at the lowest cost per commodity unit
and not necessarily to those who obtain
the largest yields of wheat or cotton or
pork per acre. We cannot hope for con-
ditions which will make agriculture prof-
itable for every person who engages in it.

corn and hogs, and the 1934 cotton crop,
naturally much which was planned in
the way of extension activities has had to
be set aside, or carried on less actively
than was anticipated. It is not to be
expected that county production-control
associations, once organized, will go along
on the even tenor of their way with no
further attention from extension workers.

We must expect

isting acres, consid-
eration of the land-
utilization problem,
the organization of
cooperative market-
ing and purchasing
associations, the de-
velopment of mar-
ket grades and
standards, farm-
management studies
and other activities
having to do with
the business side of
agriculture. Now,
again the emphasis
shifts, the pendulum
is at the opposite
end of the swing
with the stress on

situation.

far obtained.

been our field troops.

HE AMERICAN FARMER, American industry and the people

- generally have the greatest interest in the recovery of agriculture.
We cannot and do not claim responsibility for all the recovery manifest as
the Agricultural Adjustment Act comes up to its first New Year’s day, but
we do take pride in the contribution we have made toward improving the
I wish I could express adequately my appreciation of the exten-
sion agents and the work that they and those cooperating with them have
been doing for the Agricultural Adjustment Administration.
They have worked without stint or let-up day in and
day out and, many times, long night hours, too. Without their assistance
it would have been utterly impossible for us to have attained the measure
of success we have reached. The Extension Service has every right to
share with us any pride to which we may Be entitled in the results thus

Administrator, Agricultural Adjustment Administration.

that problems will
continually arise
with one or another
of these organiza-
tions which will re-
quire the agent’s at-
tention even though
he is not burdened
with the actual bus-
iness of the associa-
tion as its secretary.
It is highly desir-
able,however, to
continue the educa-
tional program of
the county agent,
modifying it and
molding it to fit in-
to the new order.
Production control

They have

taking acres out of
cultivation, control
of production, leaving land idle or put-
ting it into grass, with the thought that
the farmer will get larger returns for
fewer bushels of wheat or corn, fewer
bales of cotton, fewer pounds of hogs,
cattle, or lambs, and perhaps most im-
portant of all, fewer hours of labor, leav-
ing him more leisure for himself and his
family. For the first time, however,
those who make the reductions have
opportunity to profit therefrom rather
than, as has been the case in too many
previous acreage reduction efforts, for
the major profit to go to those who, with
thought only of individual gain rather
than the common good, plant extra acres
when their neighbors reduce.

Need for Efficiency

With a reduction of the acreage in
cultivation and the number of livestock
82001—84

There will still continue to be wide dif-
ferences in the efficiency of individuals,
but the greatest reward will continue to
be given to those whose operations are
best planned, who conduct their business
with the greatest care, who plan their
operations well in advance, keep records
of cost and income, and adjust their
farming to suit the needs of the times.
Agricultural adjustment cannot be ex-
pected suddenly to make rural life
Utopian any more than present-day con-
trol of business can be expected to insure
success for every one who engages in it.

In the campaigns in which the great
majority of extension workers have been
engaged in recent months to sign up cotton
and wheat farmers in production-control
agreements, the campaigns which are
projected for the next few months for the
signing of similar agreements for tobacco,

is only applied eco-

: nomics limiting the
production of any commodity to the
quantity which the market will take at a
price which yields a fair return to the
producer and which is not unduly bur-
densome to the consumer. We still need
to keep constantly before rural people the
latest results of research, the latest pro-
ductions of plant and animal breeders, the
latest methods of plant and animal dis-
ease control, and all similar information
that contributes to efficient, economical
production.

Utilization of Land

Production-control campaigns which
involve taking average acres out of
cultivation on every farm can only be re-
garded in the light of temporary make-
shifts. The Extension Service can make a
large comtribution to American agricul-
ture by directing public thought to the re-
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moval from production of submarginal
lands, leaving it idle or utilizing it for
pasture, forests, or other useful purposes,
and the better utilization and conserva-
tion of the more productive land. Begin-
nings have been made in some localities in
the transfer of farmers from poor farms on
which they had no reasonable chance to
make a living, to good farms on which they
have, at least, an even break. I hope
that eventually our production-control
plans will lead to the removal from culti-
vation of submarginal areas and also to
adjustments on individual farms which
will result in better use of the good acres
and the abandonment of effort to eke out
a living from the poor ones.

Production control with reduction in
the acres planted to cotton, corn, wheat,
and other crops presents new questions
to cxtension workers as to the best use
to be made of the contracted acres; use
which will not bring new problems of
surpluses in other commodities. In some
areas, particularly in the South, produc-
tion control will need to be guided to make
sure not only that it does not result in
problems involving the use of surplus
acres but also that it does not throw out
of employment thousands of farm tenant
families. Southern agriculture in par-
ticular needs the most careful thought
of both extension and research workers
to devise methods of land utilization
which will'convince landowners that their
best interests in the long run require
liberal treatment of tenants and wage
earners during this adjustment period.

Live at Home

In this connection it is desirable to
remember that unlike the probable need
for long-continued curtailment of pro-
duction of wheat, gorn, and hogs because
of a well-nigh vanished export market,
the need for drastic reduction of cotton
production probably will not extend be-
yond the period necessary for disposition
of our present burdensome surplus. The
tenants and wage earners who during the
next year or two of drastic reduction of
cotton acreage may appear to be unneces-
sary to produce 25 million acres of this
commodity, will be needed a little later
when we return, as now seems entirely
probable, to a more normal production
plan. If the cotton acreage on each
plantation is divided pro rata among the
tenants and each is given the use, either
free or at a nominal rental, of some of the
contracted acres for the production of food
for the family and feed for the farm live-
stock, the ¢live-at-home’’ program so
long advocated for the South will become
a reality.

Local Leaders

While the county agricultural agents

have been busy with erop-reduction plans,

home-demonstration agents have been
equally busy conducting unusual and
emergency activities. If there was noth-
ing else in the history of home-demonstra-
tion work to justify its existence and
public support, the service which home-
demonstration workers have rendered to
the unemployed and the destitute would
have provided that justification. One of
the most striking and appealing chapters
in the history of extension work to date
is the record of the contributions of home-
demonstration agents in lightening the
burden and brightening the lives, not
only of those who are actually on relief
rolls, but in rendering assistance to thou-
sands of others to enable them to provide
for themselves and avoid the necessity of
applying for charity. Here to an even
greater degrec than in the agricultural
field the ability of the home-demonstra-
tion agent to extend her activities has been
greatly increased through the devoted and
intelligent service of thousands of unpaid
local leaders. I feel that I cannot pay
too high tribute, not only to the members
of our home demonstration staffs, but to
the thousands of loeal leaders who have
given so unstintedly of their time and of
themselves.

In the home-demonstration work more
stress is being placed on the family budget,
the best use of foods which are available
to the family, the selection and proper
preparation of cheap but adequate food
supplies, and the development of new
sources of income, with less time being
devoted to qfher things which in these
times of stress may be considered as non-
essentials. Everywhere, however, during
the past 2 or 3 years there has been a
growing demand on the part of rural people
generally, both men and women, for inex-
pensive recreation and for reading courses,
the organization and training of groups to
present plays, and the like. If the new
social order means more leisure, more time
for rural people to do as they please, I can
foresee these demands for help along cul-
tural and recreational lines greatly ex-
panding. So far we have depended
largely on cooperating agencies like the
American Recreation Association for help
in this field. Plans are now under discus-
sion for somewhat similar cooperation
with the American Federation of Art.

4-H Club Work

There is one phase of extension work
which must be maintained at all costs.
No matter what the demands on county
agricultural agents may be for agricultural
adjustment, no matter what the demands
on home-demonstration agents for relief
activities, we cannot and must not neglect
4-H club work. I am happy to say that
such information as has come to us from
the States through reports of cxtension

workers and observation of our people
from Washington shows that the 4-H
clubs are being maintained both in mem-
bership and in quality of work done.
There is opportunity for review of 4-H
club projects to determine whether they
are planned to meet the changing condi-
tions through which we are now passing,
and particularly whether they are planned
to meet the conditions, so far as we can
anticipate them, which will confront
4-H boys and girls a few years from now
when they become farmers and home-
makers in their own right. Here again,
projects concerned mainly with quantity
of production should be revised to put the
major emphasis on cost, quality, and
efficiency. Particularly do I think we
should give attention to the prizes which
are offered for club work, with honors
going not to those who produce the most
bushels of corn or the most pounds of
cotton to the acre, but to those who
produce at the lowest cost per unit of
product.

The experience of the last few months
and the very remarkable accomplish-
ments of the extension forces, aided by
thousands of volunteer committeemen,
in obtaining the signatures of more than a
million farmers to contracts to destroy a
part of their 1933 cotton crop, and in
getting several hundred thousand wheat
growers to reduce their production for
1934 and 1935, demonstrate the value of
a well-trained, efficient county agricul-
tural agent in every important agricul-
tural county. In the cotton campaign,
which was organized and completed
within less than a month, it was neces-
sary not only to present the program to
well over a million farmers, but in
many counties to appoint, install, and in-
struct an emergency county agent, some-
times unacquainted with the local pcople
and local conditions. Thesc emecrgency
agents, with the cheerful cooperation of
leading farmers and business men and
the efficient supervision of directors and
district agents, did surprisingly well and
deserve all honor for their accomplish-
ments. It is a marvel to me that there
were 8o few failures. The general report
of the cotton and wheat campaigns, how-
cver, is that the campaigns progressed
more rapidly, more smoothly, and in
general resulted in greater accomplish-
ment in those counties where a well-
trained, efficient agent was already on
the job. I do not believe that any one
factor is more important in the readjust-
ment of American agriculture than the
employment of a good county agricul-
tural agent in every important agricul-
tural county or in a district comprising
two or more of the less important coun-
ties. 1 hope to see provision made in

(Continued on page 16)



The Land-Use Program for Rented Acreage

What Can Be Grown Under Production Adjustment Contracts of the Agri-
cultural Adjustment Administration

J. F. COX

Chief, Replacement Crops Section, Agricultural Adjustment Administration

HE FULFILLMENT of the pro-

gram for the retirement from pro-

duction of corn, wheat, cotton, and
tobacco, under the terms of the authorized
allotment control contracts, will withdraw
from surplus production of these crops
approximately 43 million acres of land of
average fertility employed in producing
these crops. A reduction of 20 million
acres of corn, 15 million acres of cotton,
8 million acres of wheat, and 500 thousand
“acres of tobacco should result on farms
owned by farmers who cooperate in sign-
ing the adjustment contracts.

In the main, a uniform program for the
use of the land withdrawn from the pro-
duction of basic crops has been developed
under the terms of the respective con-
tracts. All of the contracts (wheat, cot-
ton, tobacco, and corn-hog) permit the
use of the rented acres in establishing new
seedings of soil-improving and erosion-
preventing crops; resting or fallowing the
land, where these practices are practicable;
cultivating to control noxious weeds, and
planting to forest trees. In view of the
fact that cotton and tobacco are contract
crops, produced largely by share renters
and share croppers, limited use of the
rented acres is permitted in the cotton
and tobacco contracts for growing crops
for direct consumption by the farm family
or for feeding livestock contributing to
the farm family. With the exception of
the use of new and additional pasture
seedings, for light pasturing, the corn-hog
contract and regulations do not permit
the use of the rented acreage for crops for
home use. The wheat contract carries
the following regulations controlling the
use of the contracted acreage:

It shall be deemed to be a violation of
his contract for a producer, who had ex-
ecuted a contract, to shift food crops
grown for home consumption on the farm
or feed crops grown for the production
of livestock (or livestock products) for
home consumption or use on the farm to
the contracted acreage, thereby releasing
other lands on the farm for the planting of
crops for sale or for feed for the production

of1 livestock or of livestock products for
sale.

The contracted acreage of 1934 and
1935 shall not be used to feed or to produce
feed for dairy cattle, beef cattle, hogs,
sheep, or poultry kept for sale or kept for
the sale of their products.

None of the contracts permit the use of
the rented acreage withdrawn from pro-
duction for growing crops for sale purposes

or feed crops to be fed livestock and poul-
try producing products for the market,
with the exception of the limited fall
pasturing of new seedings of permanent
pasture and meadow crops seeded without
nurse crops in accordance with the corn-
hog and wheat contract regulations,
making additional expense for temporary
fences unnecessary under such conditions.

J. F. Cox.

The pasturing or feeding otherwise of
nurse crops or of annual forage crops that
produce an abundance of forage on con-
tracted acreage for the purpose of pro-
ducing meat and milk for the market
would be contrary to the corn-hog, wheat,
tobacco, and cotton contracts.

Permanent Pastures

The use of the rented acreage should
benefit American agriculture beyond the
immediate effect of balancing the pro-
duction of the basic surplus crops now
produced beyond the needs of our domestic
and export markets. An increase in
permnanent pastures and meadow crops
at the cxpense of the acreage now being
used in producing too much corn, wheat,
cotton, and tobacco, should result in de-
creasing losses from erosion and should aid
in maintaining and improving soil fertility.

Feeding Rations

The general use of more economical and
effective feeding rations should follow
through the ultimate availability, after

the contracts have expired, of more
home-grown roughage and pasturage pro-
duced on the farm from additional pasture
and meadow crop seedings made on con-
tracted acreage. By lessening the acre-
age of the basic commodity crops now
produced in excess and increasing the
soil-improving and erosion - preventing
crops, a great improvement in our exist-
ing farm - management programs will
result.

An increased demand will undoubtedly
develop for legume and grass seed for
planting for soil-improving and erosion-
preventing purposes. Growers who plan
to plant their rented acres to these crops
will do well to obtain, at an early date,
their needed seed supplies of blue grass,
timothy, red top, orchard grass, brome-
grass, alfalfa, Lespedeza, red and alsike
clover, and sweetclover of adapted seed
mixtures.

It is expected that many will grow soy-
beans, cowpeas, velvet beans, crimson
clover, and other leguminous crops to be
turned under for green-manuring purposes
on the contracted acreage as adapted.
Those who obtain seed early are most
likely to get adapted seed of high quality.

OR A NUMBER of years the Negro

division of the Alabama Extension
Service has carried on a number of health
tours. These tours have emphasized the
importance of proper sanitation in the
rural home. The meetings have been
well attended, and the lectures of vital
interest to the people have been well re-
ceived. Not only the situation of the
home has been discussed but the impor-
tance of sanitation in public meeting places
has been given special attention.

ERNIE W. Wright, Russell County
(Kans.) agricultural agent, has de-
vised a novel means of assisting the
township committeemen in summarizing
their wheat allotment applications before
sending them to the central county office.
Two semiprofessional accountants in
Russell County have offered their serv-
ices and are now acting in the capacity
of the “ county auditing committee ”, go-
ing to whatever township needs assist-
ance in getting its applications listed cor-
rectly.

Page 3



Improving Business Methods in Wisconsin

Homes

A Successful Home-Management Project Discussed by Wealthy M. Hale, Wisconsin Home-

of home accounts at

a Wisconsin home-
management meeting, it
became apparent that
many women knew
little about business
methods. This condi-
tion led to the working
out of a project on
everyday problems with which the
average woman is liable to make mis-
takes.

The women themselves suggested bank-
ing, money investments, problems of
children’s money, records, and wills. So
these are the subjects around which the
program is built.

IN A DISCUSSION

Wealthy Hale.

Banking

Blanks used in checking and savings
accounts are obtained at the bank.
Women are interested in knowing the
purpose of each blank and how to make it
out correctly. It is like playing a game
for the women to check up on themselves
and see how.many mistakes they are mak-
ing. For instance, few of them know
what the word *‘currency’’ means on their
deposit slip. The bankers say that the
changing of checks is one of the most
common ways of cheating; therefore, it is
necessary to know how to make them out
correctly and give as little temptation and
opportunity for changing them as possible.
It is surprising how many women make
out their checks before filling in the stubs
and then leave them until they have forgot-
ten the amounts of the checks. Of course,
that is very confusing to any other mem-
ber of the family who might be writing
checks on the same account.

After this work on the correct way of
writing checks was given in one county,
an unmarried woman of middle age said,
““You don't know how thankful I am for
this help. I have never written a check
in my life, for I live with my brother, and
he has always made out the checks. He
will not be able to write checks much
longer, and I am so glad that I know how
to do such things right because it will give
me confidence in myself.”’

Few people know what to do when a
check is lost, and so do nothing. Many do
not check on their bank balance monthly
but leave it entirely to the bank, ex-
pecting the bank to notify them when
they have checked out all their money.
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This is usually because they do not know
how to make the balance and not because
of indifference. After finding out how it
is done, they take pride not only in check-
ing up but in understanding how the
banker does it.

Some families do their banking jointly
and others have never heard of it. After
discussing the advantages and disadvan-
tages of ‘“‘joint accounts’’ and ‘‘joint
tenancy’’, many families begin them.

Money Investments

Under money investment, the women are
not told which are the safest, but through
discussion of good and bad investments
are left to draw their own conclusions.
Since the depression, the discussion has
led mostly toward United States securities
and life insurance. The latter is discussed
as to kinds and also the advantages and
disadvantages of an insurance load.

Women always enter enthusiastically
into the discussion on the following sub-
jects:

Where should children get their money?

How much should they have to spend?

Should they be guided in their spend-
ing?

Should they be paid for home work?

How can they be given good buying
habits?

How about children’s savings at pres-
ent?

This subject of children’s spending has
been so popular that it could well be used
as the topic of the day’s discussion.

Records

Even with all the safety deposit boxes
in the banks, there are still many old tin
boxes in existence in homes. They con-
tain tax receipts and paid-up mortgages,
but there are many records they do not
contain that should be there. Why the
boxes should contain thorough records of
all the business of the home is being shown
the women, and they are surprised to see
how many records might be needed that
they could not show.

They are learning to have a record sheet
which shows the cost of each business
transaction, how much has been paid on it,
when each payment comes due, the
amount of the payment, and what re-
mains to be paid. On this sheet is kept
not only the record of the farm indebted-
ness, but of machinery or household goods
bought on the installment plan. Install-

ment buying is discussed, and they decide
when it should be used and to what ex-
tent.

Nearly every woman has a story to tell
about signing papers before they are read.
Many of them have paid a subscription or
part of a subscription to magazines at the
door and never received their magazines.
These matters seem trifling, but they show
a lack of business principles, of which
women folks are often justly accused.
As women become conscious of where
common business errors are liable to occur
they can free themselves of those mis-
takes. This will give them more confi-
dence and better judgment in dealing with
the many new problems that arise almost
daily.

Wills

One of the surprising things about this
work on ‘' Business Methods for Wisconsin
Women’’ was a frank and open discussion
on the subject of ¢ Wills.” After an open
discussion, the women become curious
and want to know what can be learned
about a subject that many of them dare
not broach at home. They soon found
that if a person dies leaving property but
no will to tell what to do with it, the State
of Wisconsin will divide it according to
laws that are already laid down.

The women begin to wonder if there is a
will, or if it is necessary to make one to
have the property go to the right members
of the family. Questions begin to come
fast. In her printed sheet, the extension
worker has eight of the most common
cases on Wisconsin law of descent. These
are gone through very carefully and cover
most of their problems. As the printed
folder contains Wisconsin law, questions
about that only can be answered. How-
ever, a list of questions which cannot be
answered at the meeting are taken to a
legal source in order to help the women to
learn the law about their individual
problems.

Women are asked to take the printed
sheets containing all this material home
and have them read at home when the
husband and older children can listen.
Class discussion and home discussion give
a good background for local leader train-
ing. In Milwaukee County alone, where
women are accustomed to making checks
and doing their share of the home business,
nearly 100 wills were looked over, cor-
rected, and brought up to date.



Financing Farmer Cooperatives

An Interview with F. W. Peck, Cooperative Bank Commissioner for
the Farm Credit Administration

THI S 18 the fourth and last of a sertes
of articles on how the Farm Credit
Administration ts making credit available
to agriculture. B

W. PECK, Cooperative Bank
Commissioner for the Farm Credit
® Administration, has the job of
making credit available to farmer co-
operative organizations. He supervises
the Central Bank for Cooperatives and
the 12 regional banks for cooperatives,
one in each Federal land bank district.

As Mr. Peck is in a field of considerable
interest to extension workers and was for
12 years director of agricultural extension
at the University of Minnesota, I knew
he would have some helpful information
for county agents and specialists.

When I entered his office for an inter-
view on what the Farm Credit Adminis-
tration is doing to help finance farmer co-
operatives, I found a man of middle age,
slender, gray haired. He turned, mo-
tioned me to be seated, and in his crisp
voice started, at my suggestion, to outline
this new credit system as it applies to
cooperative organizations.

“The Cooperative Division”, he said,
‘‘has two major functions. One is to
make credit available and the other is to
render & number of services to co-ops.”

Banking

‘“Let’s hear about the banking function
first,” 1 interjected. ‘‘That probably
will be of most interest to extension work-
ers. From time to time they are called up-
on to answer questions on how co-ops can
borrow from the banks for cooperatives.”

“Two of the divisions in the Farm
Credit Administration make loans to
co-ops”’, Mr. Peck pointed out. ‘‘There
are three classes of these loans. They
are classified into effective merchandis-
ing, working capital loans, facility loans,
and commodity loans by the Federal
intermediate credit banks.

‘“The working capital loans are made
by the central bank for cooperatives and
the regional banks for cooperatives.
They are made to supplement funds of
the co-ops for operating purposes. Such
loans may be used to refinance indebted-
ness. Also, loans of this kind may be
used to promote the effective merchandis-
ing of agricultural commodities and their
food products.

‘“These loans may be made upon differ-
ent kinds of collateral. The collateral may
consist of liens on real estate, equipment,

inventories, commodities, accounts receiv-
able, notes, and the like. Generally the
loans must be repaid at the end of the mar-
keting season for which the loans were
made. The interest rate on these working
capital loans in December was 4 percent.

‘““What about the other class of loans,
Mr. Peck—the facility loans?’’

‘“Well, facility loans are made for the
construction or acquisition by purchase

F. W. Peck.

or lease, or for refinancing such construc-
tion or acquisition by physical marketing
facilities. This property must be used
for the preparation, handling, storing,
processing, or merchandising of agricultu-
ral commodities or their food products.

Security

‘‘ As for security, it is & mortgage on the
property itself together with such other
collateral as the bank may require. The
duration of each loan is determined by
the applicant’s volume of business, earn-
ings, and other factors affecting his ability
to repay. The interest rate in December
was 4% percent.

‘“‘Regardless of whether a facility or a
working capital loan is obtained, each
organization borrowing from a bank for
cooperatives must own $100 of capital
stock in the bank for each $2,000 or part
of $2,000 borrowed. The bank for co-
operatives making the loan will repurchase
the capital stock from the borrower when
the loan is paid off. It will buy the stock
at the original price less any impairment
due to losses.

“Though the banks for cooperatives
are authorized to make loans for operating
capital and for refinancing operating capi-
tal indebtedness, they are not authorized
to make loans to cooperative purchasing
associations for physical facility purposes
or for refinancing physical facility loans.

Intermediate Credit

‘“This”’, he said, ‘““covers in a sketchy
way some of the high lights on facility and
working capital loans made by the banks
for cooperatives. The other kind of
credit being made available to farmer co-
operatives is called intermediate credit.
It is being extended by the Federal inter-
mediate credit banks and is handled
through that division of the Farm Credit
Administration. Those banks made loans
to cooperatives to enable them to make
advances to their grower-members on
commodities delivered to the associations.
Loans also are made to pay the costs of
marketing such commodities. Loans to
cooperative purchasing associations are
made principally to help them carry their
necessary inventories.

‘“The loans generally are made upon the
security of warehouse receipts, bills of
lading, or other shipping documents
covering staple, nonperishable agricul-
tural commodities. They also are made
on supplies bought for resale to farmer
members. Ordinarily such loans through
the Federal intermediate credit banks,
mature in from 3 to 9 months. The
interest rate on December 1 was 2} per-
cent for one of the Federal intermediate
credit banks and 3 percent per annum for
the other 11 banks.”

‘““What are the special services to co-ops
that you spoke of a few minutes ago”, I
asked. ‘‘AsI understand it, they consist
largely of management suggestions, an
accounting and auditing service, and ad-
vice as to methods or organizations.
Am I right?”

“Yes; and I believe this function of the
cooperative division is just about as im-
portant as the banking function. The
services consist of those you have just
mentioned and also include general
advice on the importance of collective
organization, information on the status of
the cooperative movement in general, and
field studies of commodity industries.

“You know”, he said, leaning back in
his chair, ‘‘“we believe that to obtain credit
from the cooperative division, coopera-
tives must be producer-owned and pro-
ducer-controlled.”

Page 5



County Organizations that Work

What is a successful county extension organization? Here are two suggestions

OUNTY AGENT
C. D. Lewis says
that a successful organi-
zation 18 one that gets
Jarm people to recognize
their most important
problems and plan a
definite solution. When
he came to Hartford
County & years ago, he
Sfound a cumbersome organization with a
few overworked officials. Under his direction
this has grown tnto a smooth-working, demo-
cralic organization in which more than
200 people are assigned a definite job plan-
ning and ereculing the exlension program.
Extension work in Hartford County 1is
carried on by three agents and {wo assisiant
agents and 18 sugported by the farm bureau
which must raise at least $1,000 per year
to qualify for State funds.

The fall of 1933 saw the organization
plan we have been working on for the last
5 years at last put into complete operation.

Briefly the plan calls for initiation of the
program in local township meetings, with
the responsibility for working out the de-
tails of the rural program and its execution
placed on a township board of directors
and county project committees, with the
approval of the county executive board.

There are 29 townships, or, as we say
in New England, towns in Hartford
County. Each of these towns has a
board of five directors. The chairman of
the town board is the business manager.
The other directors represent agriculture,
homemaking, and boys’ and girls’ 4-H
clubs. This directorate together with the
officers and executive board are elected
by the membership at the annual meeting.

The county organization includes an
executive board and several commodity

- or departmental committees. At present
there are five agricultural project com-
mittees functioning—tobacco, dairy, poul-
try, fruit, and vegetables.

The first step in program making is the
local township achievement and planning
meeting when the past year’s accomplish-
ments on the extension program are
discussed by local leaders and suggestions
for the future made.

These problems and suggestions are
then taken to the county project com-
mittees, who make a thorough study of
the economic and other factors bearing on
their particular project.

For instance, at a recent conference on
tobacco policies the tobacco extension
economist presented the facts pertaining
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C. D. Lewis.

from Connecticut

to stocks of tobacco on hand, total supply,
disappearance of cigars and number of
year’s supply on hand. The farm ac-
countant for the Extension Service pre-
sented cost of production figures. The
extension agronomist presented facts
pertaining to the general fertilizer situa-
tion. The State director for the Regional
Agricultural Credit Corporation presented
the facts concerning this organization.
The extension vegetable economist pre-
sented facts pertaining to the possibility of
expanding the production of different
vegetable crops. The agricultural agent
presented facts obtained from a coopera-
tive survey of acreage changes in the to-
bacco area. Two representatives of the
tobacco experiment station presented facts
concerning the type and nature of tobacco
experimental work. Based on these facts
the tobacco committee builds a program
for the extension agencics in the tobacco
area.

The programs are then presented to the
executive board for action after which the
town directors are called together and the
program presented to them.

The plan is far from perfect, but it is a
definite attempt at getting farm people
to really plan and execute their own exten-
sion program. In all, more than 200
people are assigned a definite job. Mem-
bership in the farm bureau has increased
from 300 to 600 under this plan.

The agricultural agents in Hartford
County have this year, largely as a result
of the improved county organization, been
able to make 1,200 farm visits which is
200 more than last year. They had 1,300
calls personally at the office which is 800
more than last year, and had 3,200 tele-
phone calls which is 1,200 more than last
year. They held and attended 324 meet-
ings with an attendance of 20,000, which
is 24 more meetings and 5,000 more attend-
ance than last year.

County Committees Prove Their
Value

County agent Raymond
Clapp has a similar set-
up in New Haven Coun-
ty. Here, too, there are
3 agents and 2 assistants
and the extension pro-
gram 8 carried through
the farm bureau. Mr.
Clapp lays particular
emphasis on well-gelected commiliees and
feels that this i3 the secret of his smooth-

Raymond Clapp.

running organizalion. The following ex-
amples seem lo prove this theory.

It was nearly 4 o’clock on the afternoon
of December 15, 1924. Twenty-five
members of the county dairy committee
were gathered in one of the dining rooms
of the Hotel Bishop at New Haven. Ever
since paying for their 65-cent luncheons
early in the afternoon the members had
been discussing how to replace more
scrub bulls with purebreds.

Among the 25 dairymen present were
four honorary members, distinguished
citizens of the community, representing
the Guernsey, Ayrshire, Jersey, and
Holstein breeds respectively. The other
21 members were prominent farmers
whose principal source of income was the
sale of milk from their dairy herds.

John A. Simms, dairy specialist, with
the use of a blackboard, had been pointing
out what the elimination of scrub bulls
would mean to the county in dollars and
cents 10 years hence.

Soon, one by one, the members of the
committee would be leaving to rush home
and get the milking and evening chores
under way. Undoubtedly H. H. Tom-
Jinson, the white-haired, yet youthful-
feeling chairman realized this fact, for
all at once he was on his feet and speaking
as follows:

Gentlemen, this plan sounds good. We
all ought to get behind it and put it
across. Will each one of you who is
willing to pledge himself to see at least
five fellow dairymen during the next 6
weeks and try to sell them the idea that
they need a pure-bred bull, please stand?
[Every man in the room, some enthusiasti-
cally, others more sedately, rose to his feet.]

Gentlemen, we will meet here again on
February 2 to report progress. Meeting
adjourned. ’

Six weeks later the committee met and
it continued to meet at intervals through-
out the year. The final result was the
placing of 143 pure-bred bulls on the dairy
farms of the county.

During the years that have followed,
standing committees on dairy, fruit, veg-
ctables, poultry, homemaking, and 4-H
clubs have been appointed yearly by the
county extension organization.

The origin of three different marketing
cooperatives can be traced directly to the
work of these committees. An increase
in the acreage of alfalfa by 600 percent, a
reduction in chick mortality from 25 to 7
percent, and many other worth-while
accomplishments can be attributed to
these committees or to special committees
created for a particular job.



Plans, Plants, and Planting

The home of F. F. Miller, LaCrosse County, Wis., after planting shrubbery on the -

grounds, and the same home before any planting was done.

TTRACTIVE FARM HOMES—Ap-
pealing school yards—inviting
rural parks; what pride and sat-

isfaction these can develop in the rural
community.

“ Who is there who visions the future
of extension work who does not see
these things in a rounded-out program
in rural communities?"” asks Norman A.
Morris, extension specialist in landscape
design at the University of Wisconsin.
Economists and rural sociologists alike
are calling attention to the greater
percentage of the time of rural people
that is being devoted to recreational
activities.

“ Rural people, in general, are envious
of the neat yards and shrub-trimmed
grounds that surround the homes of the
city people”, says Morris. * Yet, rural
homes have practically all, if not more,
advantages for planting and for improv-
ing the appearance of the home grounds.
Farmers usually have ample ground for
a good lawn, for trees, flowers, and
shrubs. In nearby woods grow the hardy
shrubs and trees that can be fitted into
a practical planting plan. They have at
their disposal fertilizer to make these

grow. There are the natural surround-
ings that give that excellent setting for
the home buildings.”

In Wisconsin, rural people each year
are taking an increased interest in plant-
ing and planning for beauty both in
their homes and communities. In 1933
thirty-five counties were engaged in some
form of grounds-beautification work.
Three counties carried on home-grounds
contests in which farmers and their fam-
ilies vied with their neighbors and other
contestants for honors in the amount of
improvement to their yards and home
grounds, 192 farm homes having been
entered in this contest. Three other
counties carried on school grounds-im-
provement contests. Forty-six schools im-
proved their grounds in this activity. A
score or more other counties were en-
gaged in contests to improve cheese fac-
tory grounds where bleak .grounds and
unsightly objects were transformed by
painting, planting, and landscaping into
places of civie pride and interest. In
this contest 102 factories made improve-
ments. :

‘“ Before entering a contest, the com-
mon question that is asked by every

prospective contestant is, ‘Is it going to
be expensive?’” reports Morris. * For-
tunately there are a great many things
that can be done to improve home
grounds, school grounds, rural factories,
and parks, with little, if any, expense.
The biggest item is that of labor which
the people do themselves.”

Once the plan has been outlined and
the work begun, it is not uncommon in
the Badger State to see farm homes
changed in appearance in 3 months with
no outside expense whatever. In this
improvement work, drives have been
graded and often graveled with material
from nearby pits. Gravel walks have
been built, lawns regraded, and fences
around the grounds repaired. Lattice-
work under porches has made startling
changes in the appearance of the build-
ing itself. An example of a farm home
changed in appearance by mere planting
is shown in the two accompanying pic-
tures of the same farm home, the one
taken before and the other after the
planting had been done.

Wisconsin is favored with an abun-
dance of native shrubs and trees so that
farmers have obtained from their own
wood lots enough materials to plant their
grounds. Many people have been sur-
prised to find that shrubs in the brush
of the woodside make good landscape
plants. The brilliant sumac, the grace-
ful elderberry, the colorful dogwoods,
and the regal viburnums have served
farmers’ needs as well or better than any
foreign importation.

The rural people of Wisconsin have
been assisted in their grounds-improve-
ment work by the horticultural depart-
ment at the college of agriculture. The
plan as carried out by a landscape spe-
cialist has consisted of three methods:
First, contests; second, demonstrations;
and third, illustrated lectures with col-
ored slides.

A typical plan for such a contest is
us follows:

September

A visit is made to each contestant’s
home, at which time the specialist gives
suggestions on improving the grounds,
and usually prepares a sketch planting
plan for some part of the work, in
many instances foundation planting.
Preliminary judging is done and bulletins
are given the contestant at this visit.
An evening meeting is held at which
an illustrated lecture is given on Home
Grounds Beautification.

(Oontinued on page 8)
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A Terracing Program that Builds Terraces

TERRACING PROGRAM has been
Alnaugurated in Tallapoosa County,

Ala., which may point the way to
eventual permanent solution of one of
the American farmer’s knottlest prob-
lems—that of soil erosion.

Under the leadership of Fletcher N.
Farrington, county agricultural agent,
farmers of the county and the court of
county commissioners have begun the
execution of a 5-year plan which it is
expected will result in the proper ter-
racing of every farm in the county.

The program is cooperative in nature.
Though farmers of the county are pay-
ing the entire cost, the work is made
possible through initiative and assistance
given by their county government.

Soon after becoming county agent with
headquarters at Dadeville 2 years ago,
Mr. Farrington realized that one of the
biggest tasks confronting farmers of the
county was to reclaim thousands of acres
of red Piedmont hilly land which was
washed and gullied as a result of the
rains and clean cultivation of past years.

The problem was brought forcefully to
the attention of the county commission-
ers through tax-adjustment hearings.
Farmer after farmer in appearing be-
fore the court to secure a reduction in
their assessments would state that it
was impossible for them to pay taxes on
their land because it was virtually
washed away.

Terracing Schools

To meet the need, County Agent Far-
‘rington and J, B. Wilson, extension agri-
cultural engineer of the Alabama Poly-
technic Institute, held two terracing
schools at which 26 leading farmers of
the county were trained in terracing and
received certificates as licensed terracers.
Through these leaders, demonstrations

in terracing were established on farms in
all parts of the county. Educational
work on the subject was continued by
Mr. Farrington through meetings of
farmers, bulletins, circulars, and press
articles. In addition, he procured the
services of an airplane photographer
from Maxwell Field who flew over the
county and took 33 photographs which
picture in graphic detail the damage be-
ing done to farm lands by soil erosion.
These pictures were used in contrasting
poor terracing with good terracing and
to stimulate interest of farmers in sav-
ing their soil through the use of good
terraces and winter cover crops.

County Commissioners Aid

As a result of this educational work
and the tremendous loss to the county
through depletion of the soil, the court
of county commissioners became intense-
ly interested in the problem and together
with Mr. Farrington and Mr. Wilson de-
vised a program which has met with al-
most universal response from the farm-
ers of the county.

It became apparent that, due to lack
of equipment and horsepower and to the
nature of the soils of the county, which
are of the Piedmont Cecil type and
therefore somewhat heavy, most Talla-
poosa farmers were not able to do an
adequate terracing job as individuals.
Therefore, County Agent Farrington and
the commissioners decided to provide
tractors and terracing equipment. In
fact, the commissioners came to the con-
clusion that the terracing of land was
equal to road building, if not greater, in
importance.

The Tallapoosa County Soil Brosion
Club was organized and actual work was
begun a short time ago. The work was
started with one outfit consisting of a

tractor and a terracing machine. Four
outfits are now in operation which ter-
race approximately 10 acres a day each.
It is expected that six other outfits
will be added before the work is com-
pleted.

Farmers who wish their land terraced
apply to the Soil Erosion Club. When
the work is done by one of the tractor
outfits, the farmer is charged with the
total cost, including labor, fuel, and de-
preciation. In this way the program is
made self-liquidating, meaning that there
will be no cost to the county government
but that the entire cost will be borne
by landowners whose farms are terraced.

The charge for terracing runs from
$1 to $2.50 per acre, depending on the
slope of the land, the number of ter-
races needed, and other similar factors.
No farmer is charged less than $1 and
none more than $2.50. County Agent
Farrington estimates that good terraces
enhance the value of land from $5 to $10
per acre.

It is expected that from 4,000 to 6,000
acres will be terraced this season. There
are approximately 87,960 acres of fleld
lands in the county and most of the
land is in need of terracing, according
to County Agent Farrington. Applica-
tions for terracing come in at the rate
of about 700 acres a week. The county
commissioners and Mr. Farrington are
being assisted in the work by the
licensed terracers who give expert service
to farmers in running terrace lines and
supervising the terracing work.

County agents and county officials
from counties adjoining and near Talla-
poosa have visited Tallapoosa to study
the program and it is expected that
similar work will be under way in an
effective manner soon in Chambers,
Coosa, Randolph, Lee, and other counties.

Plans, Plants, and Planting

(Oontinued from page 7)
April

Planting demonstrations are held at
one of the homes. Contestants are shown
correct methods of planting, pruning,
and maintenance. An {llustrated eve-
ning meeting is held at this time on the
subject, How to Recognize Native
Shrubs and Trees.

August

The final judging and achievement
program includes the awarding of prizes
and an {llustrated lecture on Garden
Features on the Home Grounds. Prizes
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are given for homes making the most
improvement and also for the most at-
tractive homes. In this way, everyone
has an equal chance.

Demonstrations are conducted in sev-
eral counties each year. Four farms
are selected in different sections of the
county, and plans are prepared by the
specialist for arrangement and planting
of their grounds. In the spring a plant-
ing demonstration is held at each of
these farms. These farms are then
checked each year by the specialist so
that they may set a standard for the
community to follow.

INlustrated lectures with colored slides
are given whenever possible throughout

the State, both as a stimulus for the
work, and to bring to the people the
principles of landscape work.

The following quotation from Harriet
Keeler's “ Our Northern Shrubs” illus-
trates the point very well. “It makes
a great advance in the intellectual cul-
tivation of the individual when he is able
to appreciate the beauty of familiar
things, and does not wish to destroy an
cbject simply because it is well known.”

So we find that home grounds can be
improved at slight expense to the rural
bome owner, and the satisfaction and
pride in having beautiful grounds will be
real compensation for the time and effort
the individual spends.
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Tobacco Production Adjustment Programs

cultural Adjustment Act for bring-

ing the production of the commer-
cial types of tobacco in line with a sub-
stantially reduced domestic and foreign
<export demand include benefit payments
to growers. These payments, made, or to
be made, with respect to the 1934 crop,
total about $25,000,000. In addition to
which many growers are receiving mate-
rially increased prices for the 1933 crop
of several kinds of tobacco, and the pros-
pects are favorable for a higher level of
prices to producers in 1934.

In 1932, 1,421,700 acres were planted
to tobacco; the average yield was 714
pounds per acre, and the crop totaled
1,015,000,000 pounds. In 1933 tobacco
was grown commercially on 1,740,000
acres by about 400,000 farmers in 19
States. In 1933 the crop exceeded the
1932 total by about 320,000,000 pounds,
in spite of low prices and a greatly
abridged export outlet.

Early in 1933 the adjustment program
for producers of cigar type tobacco became
effective in the areas of its established
production—Connecticut, Massachusetts,
Vermont, Pennsylvania, New York, Wis-
consin, Minnesota, Indiana, and Ohio.
Growers signed the agreement to reduce
their 1933 production by 50 percent.
They received benefit payments approxi-
mating $2,000,000, of which $1,274,448
had been paid up to January 2, 1934.
The agreement may be renewed in 1934
and 1935 by the Secretary of Agriculture.

Q'LL THE PLANS under the Agri-

Burley Tobacco

For the adjustment of Burley tobacco
production, the plan calls for a reduction
in 1934 production by 33% percent, or 50
percent of the grower’s base figure. It
limits the crop to about 250,000,000
pounds, and the participating growers will
receive about $15,000,000 in benefit pay-
ments. These growers are located in
Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina,
Virginia, West Virginia, Ohio, and Indiana.

For the growers of fire-cured tobacco,
which is grown in Kentucky, Tennessee,
and Virginia, the program, by agreement
with growers, would limit the 1934 crop to
about 110,000,000 pounds, reducing their
production by 25 percent from their base.
The benefit payments offered total about
$1,700,000.

Under the agreement offered to growers
of dark air-cured tobacco, the 1934 crop
would be limited to between 30,000,000
and 35,000,000 pounds by reductions of 30
percent in the base figures, and growers
under the plan would receive approxi-
mately $715,000 in benefit payments.

This type of tobacco is grown in Virginia,
Tennessee, Kentucky, and Indiana.

Marketing Agreement

A marketing agreement for handlers of
Connecticut Valley shade-grown tobacco
became effective December 11, following
signatures by a majority of those in the
industry and approval by the Secretary of
Agriculture. It applies to shade-grown
tobacco in Connecticut, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, and Vermont. Under
its terms, allotments of acreage to growers
and allotments which handlers may handle
are permitted. It authorizes the estab-
lishment of & minimum price for sales by
handlers and prices to be paid growers.
The agreement requires that all tobacco
sold by handlers be graded under Federal
supervision; provides for handlers to sub-
mit required reports to the Secretary; and
fixes terms and conditions under which
shade-grown tobacco shall be sold. This
agreement is the second to be approved
in the tobacco industry., The first was
a marketing agreement for flue-cured
tobacco.

The production adjustment program
offered to growers of certain grades of
Maryland tobacco seeks to reduce their
1934 crop by 25 percent of their base
tobacco acreage and base tobacco produc-
tion. It is estimated that about 40 per-
cent of the Maryland growers will find it
advantageous to take part in the program,
the main object of which is to reduce the
production of the lower grades. Rental
and benefit payments to participating
growers are expected to total about
$140,000 and improve the general price
for this kind of tobacco. Under the
agreement, the Secretary of Agriculture
has the privilege of requiring in 1935 a
reduction not exceeding 30 percent of the
grower’s base tobacco acreage and pro-
duction, in which case benefit payments
would be continued.

Processing Taxes

The processing taxes on the various
kinds of tobacco became effective October
1. 1933, and are borne by the domestically
consumed portion of the crop. In recent
years the share of production of the several
kinds consumed in the United States has
been about as follows: Dark air-cured,
from three fifths to four fifths; flue-cured,
Virginia fire-cured and Maryland, one
third to one half; Kentucky, Tennessee
fire-cured, one fifth to one third. Burley
and cigar types are practically all used in
this country. The benefit payments to
growers are paid out of revenue derived
from the processing taxes.

With the exception of the domestic
processing taxes on cigar-leaf tobacco,
these taxes were levied at rates equal to
the full difference between the current
average farm prices and the fair exchange
values. The processing tax on the first
processing of cigar-leaf tobacco of 3 cents
a pound, farm sales weight, is designed to
prevent the accumulation of surplus
stocks and the depression of farm prices
of cigar-leaf tobacco which might result if
the full tax rate, equal to the difference
between the current average farm price
and the fair exchange value, were levied.

The object of the tobacco production
adjustment programs is to aid growers on
making such adjustment in supplies of
tobacco as to enable them to obtain fair
exchange value for their crop. Fair ex-
change value, or parity, is the price for
tobacco that will give it the same pur-
chasing power, with respect to articles
that farmers buy, as tobacco had in the
base period 1919-28. In that period, for
example, 1,000 pounds of tobacco on the
farm would buy more units or quantities
of things that farmers buy than they
would have bought since that time.

The processing taxes on the six kinds
of tobacco into which United States pro-
duction has been classified by the Agri-
cultural Adjustment Administration are
as follows:

Processing taz (rate per pound)

In pi order
or condition
Farm
Kind of tobacco sales
welght | geem not| Stem re-
removed | moved
Cents Cents
3.7 5.0
1.8 2.4
2.3 3.1
4.7 6.1
3.2 4.1
3.8 5.1

In consideration of the payments pro-
vided for reducing production, producers

-are required to restrict the use of the land

taken out of production and to limit their
production of other basic agricultural
commodities. In the tobacco production
adjustment agreements, the standard
regulation applying to the use of rented
or retired tobacco acreage reads:

The producer shall use the rented acres
only as follows: All or any part may be
left idle or planted to soil-improving or
erosion-preventing crops or to forest trees
or to pasture; not more than one half may
be planted to food crops for home con-
sumption on this farm or to feed crops for
livestock (or livestock products) for home
consumption or use on this farm.

(Continued on page 10)
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Florida Meets Outbreak of Screwworm Fly

the blowflies—has been trouble-

some in Texas for a number of
years, but when it invaded, in destruc-
tive numbers, certain south Georgia and
north Florida counties in the late sum-
mer of 1933 it presented a real problem.
Entomologists say that it has been pres-
ent in this area for a long time, but gen-
erally its numbers are so small that it
breeds only in carrion. Bither its para-
gites became less effective or during the
summer and fall of 1933 conditions be-
came especially propitious for its spread.
It became so numerous that it was at-
tacking and killing some live animals
with any scratches or bruised places on
their hides. In some cases it wrought
costly destruction.

The situation demanded and received
the attention of county agents early in
the infestation. Veterinarinns of the
Florida State Live Stock Sanitary Board
and in private practice, as well as veter-
inarians and entomologists with the
Florida Agricultural Experiment Station,
gave valuable assistance in controlling
the pest. In some places county com-
missioners and welfare agencies lent
their aid. The result of this effective co-
operation between all agencies was that
losses were prevented and livestock own-
ers were saved money.

Appearing first in border counties of
south Georgia, the pest soon became of
major importance in Leon, Jefferson,
Madison, Suwannee, Baker, and Taylor
Counties of Florida. It also gave
trouble to a lesser extent in Lafayette,
Columbia, Hamilton, Dixie, Wakulla,
Gadsden, and Jackson Counties.

In Taylor County the cooperation of
all agencies was complete, and the cam-
paign was outstanding. Trouble from
the screwworm fly was first observed
in the northern part of Taylor County in
mid-August. County Agent R. S. Dennis,

THE SCREWWORM FLY—one of

already on the lookout for the pest and
informed about control measures, held
a meeting of all livestock owners in the
county on August 24, that they might be
given all available information as to
treatment of infested animals and means
of control of the pest. The county agent
and representatives of the State Live
Stock Sanitary Board, State Extension
Service, and Experiment Station outlined
these control measures and suggested
that every effort be made to patrol the
ranges and burn or bury all dead ani-

County Agent Dennis demonstrating the
screwworm fly trap.

mals as soon as they were found. With
an area of 1,050 square miles carrying
20,000 cattle and 40,000 range hogs, the
proper patrolling of the ranges proved
to be too big a task for the livestock

owners alone, and the infestation of
screwworm flies continued to spread,
both in area and in intensity.

Early in September, County Agent
Dennis discussed the matter with the
board of county commissioners in ses-
sion at Perry, Fla.,, and with the local
unemployment relief council. The com-
mnissioners agreed to furnish materials
for building at least 100 traps and the
council agreed that their labor should
build them and look after them. One of
the commissioners and the county agent
conferred with the State director of un-
employment relief, and the local coun-
cil was authorized to employ three men
regularly for patrolling the ranges and
to use other unemployed labor as needed.
The county was divided into three dis-
tricts and each regular man was given
a district. Each selected local patrol-
men for his district, and arrangements
were made to patrol all ranges twice a
weck. Every dead animal found was
burned, and injured ones were reported
to owners for treatment. Reports were
made regularly to County Agent Dennis.

After a carcass was burned, a trap
was set and baited nearby to catch any
adult flies which might emerge from_the
ground near where the carcass had been
burned. The bait was placed in water
containing a little nicotine sulphate to
prevent the bait itself from spreading the
infestation. The traps were remarkably
successful in catching flies, and it was
not uncommon to find them with over a
gallon of screwworm flies in them.

Mr. Dennis says that the fly was al-
most eradicated in the originally infested
area during the first three weeks of the
campaign, but the ponds dried up and
dead fish gave the fly a new lease on life.
However, succeeding trouble was much
less in that area, and the spread of the
fly to additional areas in the county was
practically stopped.

Tobacco Production Adjust-
ment Programs
(Continued from page 9)

Another regulation in all the tobacco
contracts is as follows:

The rented acres must not include
waste, gullied, or eroded lands, but shall
be tillable land suited to the growing of
tobacco, and fairly representative of the
tobacco land on this farm.

In the case of the cigar tobacco produc-
tion adjustment program which was the
first offered by the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Administration, the provisions in
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regard to the use of land taken out of
tobacco production by growers under the
agreement were practically the same in
principle as those embodied in all the
other tobacco agreements.

The agreements are uniform in provid-
ing for the distribution of each adjustment
payment to share tenants or share crop-
pers as their interest may appear. Fur-
thermore, the producer, under an agree-
ment, is not permitted to reduce the
number of his tenants or croppers engaged
in growing tobacco on his farm in 1934
below the number so engaged in 1933,
because of reduction of tobacco acreage

and production, or because of other
provisions of the agreement.

HE Ready Workers 4-H Club of

Laconia, N.H., has been awarded a
$40 prize for roadside beautification.
Their work consisted of thinning and
pruning a strip of pine woods several
hundred feet long and nearly 300 feet
wide, which lies between Lake Winnis-
quam and the highway. Now motorists
can see the lake which was once hidden by
brush and trees. The boys worked a total
of 1,500 hours.



Using Extension News Calendars

XTENSION news calendars come to the front with New Year’s resolutions. The following excellent examples of such calendars
speak for themselves. The first one, which was worked out and used successfully by County Agent J. V. Highfill, Franklin County,
Ark.. was submitted after reading County Agent Wilson’s ideas on the subject in the October issue of the Review. The second, prepared
by W. H. Darrow, Texas extension editor, for the counly agent news-wriling conferences, has been supplied to all Texas county agents.

Arkansas Calendar Brings
Results

N THE case of the extension news

calendar for Franklin County, Ark.,
plans were made at the beginning of the
year to make the greatest possible use of
stories in the weekly and daily press as
well as on the radio, as the great impor-
tance of bringing extension activities to
wide public attention was realized.

From experience, it was found that the
haphazard method of writing news at odd
times was not effective and that the great-
est good through news stories could not
be accomplished in this manner. By
observing the old method of news writing
there seemed to be a let-down in the
amount of information prepared during
the summer months and perhaps too much
subject matter in the winter and spring
months. When subject-matter stories
were written Agent Highfill found that the
story was more widely read if it was built
around some news feature.

A year’s use of this news calendar has
led to much more systematic, news writing
on the agent’s part. It has reminded him
also, in connection with individual stories,
to consult demonstrators and individuals
in advance of the release of the stories so
that their opinions may be incorporated.

The use of stories in the calendar has
insured the release of seasonal stories at
the proper time as well as affording plenty
of time for writing the stories.

During the year 194 subject-matter and
news stories were released to two differ-
ent county newspapers, besides five radio
talks and numerous other news items
which appeared in daily papers and several
monthly farm magazines. County Agent
Highfill gives the following specific re-
sults which he attributes to an efficient
news service.

The results of 11 pork-cutting and cur-
ing demonstrations were the basis of a
series of news stories which has almost
revolutionized the curing of pork in
Franklin County. Hundreds of farmers
have written or called for the sugar-cure
method of curing pork, and the old salt
cure has given way to the sugar-cure
method.

Because the results obtained in shipping

otatoes cooperatively by the Charleston
gota.to Grower’s Association were written
in the form of several news stories, the
membership of the organization was in-
creased from 14 to 35. After hearing of
the success of the association through the
press, farmers became eager to join in
order to market cooperatively.

In order to obtain a good acreage of
Korean Lespedeza, a series of news
articles was written in regard to this
legume, which resulted in 300 acres
being seeded in the county. The only
means by which the value of this crop
was learned by farmers was through the
press. A good acreage are established
the first year.

A series of news articles which included
subject matter relative to the soybean
and the experience of those who had
grown soybeans, was writtten early in
the spring. Due to this newspaper
campaign, over 500 acres were planted to
soybeans in the county. In previous
years, soybeans had been practically
unheard of by farmers of this county.

The fact that Franklin County signed
124 percent of her quota in the recent
cotton acreage reduction campaign is to a
large extent attributed to the large
amount of publicity devoted to this one
campaign. A series of stories is also
largely responsible for 87 percent of the
abandoned cotton acres being planted to
feed crops in this county.

A series of news stories resulted in 25
percent more winter cover crops and
pasture crops being planted in the county
than were planted last year. Publicity
also brought out 250 farmers to view the
exhibit train which made a 1-day stop
in the county.

Farmers of the county became inter-
ested enough from what was written in
the county papers relative to cooperative
shipping of livestock so that 55 farmers
shipped $3,701.51 worth of cattle and
sheep. No meetings were held. Pub-
licity was used all together, which
brought them in to see about it, and they
shipped their livestock.

arly in the fall, a short series of news
articles was published in regard to
economical storage of potatoes for those
who did not possess storage houses.
These articles brought dozens of men in to
inquire. Many of them returned home
and put their potatoes away in the manner
recommended.

A series of news articles from May to
October 13, the date of the county fair,
is responsible largely for the 5,000 people
who attended the fair each day.

News stories alone sold the idea to
enough farmers that they bought 300,000
strawberry plants through the county
agent and thereby established over 100
acres of a new early spring cash crop in
the county.

The following are two sample months of
the calendar itself:

Calendar for News Stories

January 1933

Subject Matter
Certified potato seed
Spraying for peach leaf curl
og flu or pneumonia
Preparing land for strawberries

News—County and State Extension
Activities
Outlook meetings
St. Mary’s Club wins State cham-
pionship

Agents’ conference

Farm machinery week

Cattle epidemic outbreak

Demand for cowpea seed

Plan of work

County agricultural committee meets
Demonstration Results

Potato yields

Spray results

Strawberry yields

February 1933

Subject Matter

Planting strawberries

. Home orchards
Value of Lespedeza
Spray schedules
are of barnyard manure

Lespedeza sereca

Neuws—County and State Extension
Activities .

Monthly outlook

To ship car of poultry

Potato growers’ association buys seed

Live-at-home week

Federal farm loans

Results of meat cutting and curing

work

Bills in State legislature
Demonstration Results

Pasture results

Lespedeza results

Results of brick brooder

Stove demonstrations

A County Agent News Calendar
for Texas

The Texas county agents’ news calendar
developed for the annual extension con-
ference by W. H. Darrow, extension
editor, is, as he says ‘‘a fresh attempt to
help agents with their local news writing.””

One of the big handicaps in developing
a good local news service is the agent’s
frequent inability to recognize news.
Often they know there is news in the fall
of the year when demonstrations are being
completed, but challenge anyone to show
them news throughout the year. This
calendar attempts to meet this challenge
by using a typical plan of work on only
four lines of activity and listing at least
five good news stories every week in the
year.

The following excerpts from the calen-
dar itself give an idea how the calendar
was made up and the type of stories
suggested. Many of the suggested titles
for stories had to be omitted because of
lack of space.
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Features of the Assumed Plan of Work

1. Cotton campaign.

2. 4-H club work.

3. Filling the farm storehouse demon-
stration.

4. Terracing.

Cotton Campaign

About December 1 to March 1, May,
July, August, September. Kinds of
stories: General plan—how it works out
in John Doe’s case; county organization
plans; notices of community meetings;
names of county campaign committees;
names of community committees; officers
of county production control association;
progress of sign-up campaign; good uses
planned for retired acres; good farming
methods in use on cotton farms; informa-
tion stories on arrival of cash rental checks.

(The original calendar contained many
more suggestions for stories which cannot
be included here for lack of space.)

4-H Club Work

Throughout the year with emphasis on
fall months. Kinds of stories: Summary
of 1933 club work; summary of results in
each line of club work, as corn, cotton,
pigs, chickens, etc., including names,
average yields, profits, etc.; club plans for
1934; names of club members as enrolled
by communitiesi aﬁrogrees of each kind of
club work, as ¢ the corn is planted’’;
‘“‘beeves gained 2 pounds per day last
month ”, ete.; progress of individual mem-
bers, as ‘“Johnny rigs up novel Eig-weigh-
ing scales”, etc.; individual achievement
stories of several of the high-record boys
in each line of work; group achivements
in terracing, spraying, pruning, culling,
etc.; summary of all results in each line
of cfub work.

Filling the Farm Storehouse
Demonstration

Entire year, emphasis on early spring
and fall. Kinds of stories: Outline of a
simple plan for making most of family
food supply at home; names of demon-
strators enrolling for filling farm store-
house demonstration; trees and vines
demonstrators are planting for fruit; how
farmer A uses skim milk for hogs and
chickens; how farmer B handles his garden
etc.; progress of living-at-home demon-
strators—how many of them, total acres,
average cows, chickens, garden per farm,
etc.; number of living-at-home demon-
strators whose wives are 4-H pantry
demonstrators; summary story of how
much stuff stored for winter, how much
eaten fresh, how much demonstration has
been worth to them; brief achievement
stories on 10 or more individual families
that have done well.

Terracing

Throughout year, emphasis on fall and
winter. Kinds of stories: Summary of all
terracing in county last year, how many
farms and acres, how much the cost and
how much the value; summary of
terracing done in county in all time, and
how much remains to be done; summary
of demand for terracing help and county
agent plan for handling it in 1934; progress
reports from month to month during

season of recent terracing done; stories of
individual terracing success; list of farmers
trained to run lines, and summary of what
they have done this year; many 1-sentence
stories on general theme t terrac-
ing has done for me.”

The suggestions given for stories
throughout the year on these four lines of
extension work were woven together into
a suggestive news pattern for every week
in the year as shown in the following
sample weeks taken from the calendar:

January 15

. Names of community cotton commit-
ees.
Marketing retired acres.

Questions and answers on cotton
contracts.

Names of demonstrators enrolled in
“Filling farm storehouse demonstra-
tions.”

How farmer Jones cured beef.

January 22

Officers of county cotton production
control association.

More about campaign progress.

How farmer X and wife made a living
at home last year.

Club beeves gained 2 pounds per day
last month. ore names of demonstra-
:91'5 in filling farm storehouse demonstra-
ions.

January 29

Preliminary summary of cotton sign-up.

The job confronting county allotment
committee.

Cro%ping plans for filling farm store-
house demonstration.

How farmer P and wife have cut
grocery bill by living at home.

Key banker supplies club boys with
seed corn.

February §

How leading community put over
campaign.
Progress of county allotment commit-

Good farm systems planned by local
farmers.

How farmer O profits from improved
permanent pasture.

Farmers order fruit trees and vines
from home fruit supply.

February 12

Plans for signing cotton contracts.

Final figures on cotton applications.

Complete summary of filling farm store-
house demonstration (number demonstra-
titon)s and average acreages, livestock,
ete.).

Club boys run terrace lines on three
farms.

February 19

Progress in signing cotton contracts.
1Story of farmer attitude toward cotton
an.

P Good uses planned for retired acres.

How farmer R keeps car up on egg

sales.

Farmer terraces pastures.

A 5-Year Beautification Plan

More than 200 homes in four commu-
nities of Greene County, Ark., are inter-
ested in a State-wide 5-year contest
program for home and community beau-
tification. All of these projects are under
the direction of chairmen of the home-
demonstration club. They are complet-
ing the fourth year of this competition,
which started in one community 4 years
ago, and has added a new community
each of the succeeding years.

Every home in these four communities
is interested in the plan and has done
some work toward the visual beautifica-
tion of the homestead. They have
removed dilapidated buildings; are mak-
ing permanent plantings of native shrubs;
have painted houses and barns, and have
improved lawns and pastures, with
results that please the eye.

Even when one of the schoolhouses was
destroyed by fire, after plantings had
been made, the community turned out
and made new plantings on the grounds.

The winners of the contests have been
very helpful with their suggestions to the
other participating members. The use of
native plants has kept the expense low
and has in turn made the project available
to all. Cooperative suggestions bhave
aided the local club members in formulat-
ing the individual home-planting plans.

4-H Camp on Historic Site

Rusk County, Wis., has a new 4-H
camp, located on a spot which 60 years
ago saw the footsteps of early settlers
of that region, writes County Agent C.
O. Ebling. It is the site of an old log
hotel, where teamsters stopped over
night with their huge loads of lumber.
Delinquent taxes had claimed the place
along with second-growth trees and nu-
merous weeds.

County commissioners, upon request,
deeded the property, a tract of 86 acres,
to the 4-H clubs and future farmers as
a permanent camp site.

The 4-H boys and girls have already
made improvements on their camp and
the shades of yesterday look upon the
smiles of today.

HE LARGEST single problem on
poultry farms in New York has to do
with marketing and concerns the profit-
able sale of broilers, according to 283
farmers who were asked to give a list of
topics for discussion at poultry meetings.

OYS and girls in 4-H clubs reached a
new high in New Hampshire in 1933
with a total enrollment of 7,478.
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Presenting the Economic Situation
Through the Press

One of the best newspaper feature artioles based on an ecomomic survey of a
coumty and the outlook which has come at any time to the attention of the
editor was one by County Agent M. D. Buller, on the agricultural page of the Sun-
day Ohronicle-Tribune, Marion, Ind., February 28, 1932. This was used as a lead

article, using two * streomer heads” across the top of the page.

Written 2 years

ago, it brings home to us, also, the vital changes which have taken place in the
economic situation in every county. The artiole follows in part:

GRANT COUNTY AMONG
LEADING FARM
SECTIONS

Plans Nearing Completion
for Annual Series of
Outlook Meetings

FARMERS ARE QUICK TO SEE
CROP CHANGES

Agriculturists of Community are
Prepared to Adapt Selves to
Necessary Condition
Changes

Although market prices on farm prod-
ucts have dropped considerably during
the year, Grant County farmers are rap-
idly adapting themselves to present con-
ditions, and by reducing costs, culling
out nonpaying departments of the farm,
and working scientifically incomes for
the coming season are expected to be far
greater than during 1931.

The above statement comes after a sur-
vey of Grant County farm conditions and
is probably as accurate a forecast for
agriculture in this community as is ob-
tainable.” Farm leaders seem sure that
the farmer is due to receive more profits
this year, and the fact that farming is
one of the best money-making industries
is seen in the back-to-the-farm movement.

Extension work is going to aid the
farmer this year probably more than ever
before. Through county agents and or-
ganizations which cooperate with these
county agents the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture is bettering farm
conditions. Probably one of the best ex-
amples of this work is the organization
of the group in Liberty Township.
Through this organization Liberty Town-
ship farmers have greatly reduced costs
and have produced omnly the best-paying
products.

Grant County is located in the heart of
one of the outstanding farming communi-
ties in the Middle West. It is one of the
leading diversified agricultural regions in
the United States, and among the many
departments of the industry found here
are hog raising, poultry raising, cattle
breeding, dairying, grain raising, truck
gardening, and sheep production.

With nearly 4,000 farms in operation
in the county there are more than 3,800
farmers actively engaged, a few of them
operating more than one farm. This
number is a slight increase over that of
a year ago.

Although the market this year was
lower than for many seasons, hog raising
was probably the greatest source of in-
come to Grant County farmers during the
year. The soil is especially adaptable to
producing proper feed and the climate is
ideal for large production of pork.

One year Grant County was known as
the largest commercial hog feeding
county Iin the Nation and Fairmount
ranked tenth in the country as a ship-
ping point. Although total receipts in
hog raising dropped from slightly over
$2,000,000 in 1930 to little more than
$1,000,000 in 1931, cost of production was
also greatly reduced and the average net
profit was but little reduced, especially if
one takes into consideration the fact that
the present dollar is worth more in com-
modities than a year ago.

Linked with the hog raising is the pro-
duction of corn. More farmers fed their
corn during last year than ever before,
principally because the corn market was
so low. A bushel of corn turned into
pork was found far more profitable than
a bushel of corn sold on the market.

Despite the low market, however, corn
and other grains brought to Grant Coun-
ty farmers almost $1,000,000. Of course,
but a small part of this was profit, but
it tended to help the economie situation
greatly by the exchange of the moneys.

Dairying has been greatly improved
in Grant County during the last year
and the number of dairy cattle has been
boosted from 15,000 a year to more than
20,000 at the present time. Milk prod-
ucts have not dropped in price in com-

parison with other farm products, and
many farmers have turned to this branch
for their largest profits.

The meat livestock industry was also
good during the year comparatively and
promises to be much better during the
coming months.

OURTEEN members of the Vine

land, N.J., 4H Poultry Club, owning
single-comb White Leghorns, entered a
pen of 16 birds in the Vineland inter-
national egg-laying contest last year.
The boys, in selecting the birds for this
contest, put into practice what they had
learned in judging birds for egg produc-
tion. The pen was assembled at the
home of the local leader, J. D. Bno, one
of Vineland’s prominent poultrymen, and
then taken to the egg-laying contest.

The pen made a very creditable show-
ing during the year. At the close of the
contest, September 24, the pen had com-
pleted the year with a production of 2,008
eggs, an average production of 200 eggs
per bird. Only one bird died during the
year. The assistant county agent, F. A.
Raymaley, gave a monthly report at the
club meetings on the standing of the pen
and the individual birds. This report
never failed to produce discussion among
the club members.

To obtain the greatest benefit from this
pen the club members have accepted the
offer of Mr. Eno that he keep the pen and
put in a high-production pedigreed cock-
erel with it. He will give each member
10 chicks from his bird next spring.
This plan will distribute stock of known
egg production to the members.

ORE than 1,500 Vermont children

were examined last year in free
school clinics sponsored by the Vermont
Extension Service cooperating with the
State board of health. The work was
under the supervision of the home-
demonstration groups in the various com-
munities who have been emphasizing
health in their bome - demonstration
work.

Eighty-five dental clinics were also
held in six counties, with 1,792 children
treated at an estimated saving of over
$5,000. Some home-demonstration groups
sponsored a diphtheria-immunization
campaign, with the result that &33 chil-
dren were treated with toxin-antitoxin.
Home nursing lectures and discussions
were organized in several communities
with the help of trained nurses and in-
struction obtained in such subjects as
the care of the sick room, first aid, the
home medicine chest, and simple home
treatment.
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Extension Influence Carries on

HE STRENGTH of the foundation

work that is being done by the
county agricultural agents and the home-
demonstration agents is brought strik-
ingly to light by the winners of the Moses
leadership trophies at the Twelfth
National 4-H Club Congress.

Four-H club work has a permanent
place in the lives of enthusiastic rural
youth. The leadership instilled in 4-H
club members has aided them in tempo-
rarily carrying on, even when the exten-
sion agents were not reemployed by the
county commissioners. The fact that the
influence of the extension workers contin-
ues through the local leadership developed
is certainly indicative of the need for the
fundamental work of extension agents.

Boy Wins Over Depression

When, in 1931 -and 1932, the county
commissioners failed to provide funds for
employing a county agent, Hugo Grau-
mann, of Greer County, Okla., stepped
in and by virtue of his own determination,
took over the direction of the 4-H clubs
in his county. The success of the work
he has done is reflected in the success of
his demonstration teams, the growth of
4-H clubsin the county, and the State-wide
inspiration that has been brought about
through his visits and pep talks. The
county has become famous throughout
the State as a 4-H center. His own efforts
have been rewarded by the presentation
of the Moses 4-H Leadership Trophy.

Hugo has been in club work for 8 years
and his projects have involved 93 animals,
540 fowls, and 131 acres of land. Poultry
and terracing demonstration teams from
the county have won honors at the State
fair and a successful 4-H fair has been
held in the county under local leadership.
Hugo has taken part in 32 public demon-
strations and 41 judging contests, having
been undefeated in these activities in the
county during the last 4 years.

The ability to carry on while obstacles
of every kind faced her on all sides won for
Doris E. Clark, of Marinette County,
Wis., the coveted Moses 4-H Leadership
Trophy. Her home community is located
far from the county seat, is made up of a
cosmopolitan group of nationalities, and
has a passive indifference toward better
homes; yet she, by her own enthusiasm
over a period of 5 years, has been active
in the 4-H club work of her county, which
for the last 2 years has hbeen without a
home demonstration agent.

Hugo Graumann and Doris E. Clark broadcasting
after winning the Moses Leadership Trophy. They
both spoke highly of the value of 4-H leadership
training in building good community citizens.

Doris has traveled 5,577 miles in her
efforts to put club work in her county out
in front. The greater part of this travel
was necessary to make personal visits to
club members and stage public demon-
strations and plays to visualize the work.
The efforts she has expended have resulted
in her girls winning many district, county,
and Statec championships. Doris is 18
years old and a freshman in home eco-
nomics at the University of Wisconsin.

RKANSAS farmers this fall have

increased the planting of vetch 300

percent over the planting of any previous
vear.

There are two reasons for this increased
interest in soil building. First, county
agents during the past 6 yecars have con-
ducted hundreds of result demonstrations
with vetch to show its value as a soil-
building crop.

Second, farmers have been quick to
take advantage of the opportunity offered
in soil improvement this year in connec-
tion with the cotton plow-up program.
Arkansas cotton growers took out of pro-
duction nearly 1 million acres of cotton

during the summer, thercby releasing
labor and horsepower that could be used in
the preparation of soil for this increased
planting of vetch.

APID progress in poultry production

has been made by Oklahoma in the
past 10 years. In 1924 the average an-
nual ez production per hen was 56 eggs.
By 1930 it was S4 eggs per hen.

The flock owners who are keeping
good birds and giving them good care
have been shown by extension records
to be getting from 145 to 180 ezgs per
hen per year.

STATE-WIDE series of finish-up

meetings has been completed by the
home-demonstration groups in Vermont.
More than 1,000 women attended, with a
total family attendance of 2,656.

The meetings, one in each county, were
achievement meetings, culminating the
work of the year. In several places
exhibits of canned goods were held and
the finals in the canning and bread-making
contests conducted. There was also a
demonstration of quick breads. The
women invited their husbands to the
luncheon. The evening was devoted to
recreation, featuring skits, plays, stunts,
and old-fashioned dances.

Memorial Archways Proposed

The national honorary extension fra-
ternity, Epsilon Sigma Phi, reccently
presented a resolution to Secretary Wal-
lace for the naming of the archways which
will connect the new South Building with
the main building of the United States
Department of Agriculture.

The fraternity requested that the west
arch be designated the Wilson Memorial
Arch in recognition of the high qualities
as a statesman of the Hon. James Wilson,
deccased, for 16 years Secretary of Agri-
culture, and for his services to American
agriculture. Secretary Wilson began the
building of a home for the Decpartment
which would ultimately house all of the
Department’s activities.

The frateruity also asked that the east
arch be designated the Knapp Memorial
Arch in honor of the Hon. Seaman A.
Knapp, deccased, who as chief of the
Office of Extension Work in the Southern
States, Department of Agriculture, by his
far-sceing vision and tireless application
to duty made possible the cstablishment
of the present national system of cooper-
ative extension work in the United States.

This resolution was presented to Scere-
tary Wallace by W. A. Lloyd as director
of the Grand Council, Epsilon Sigma Phi.
Mr. Lloyd, who was awarded the distin-
guished service ruby by the Grand Council
at, its Chicago meeting in November, has
been in extension work for nearly 30 years,
now being with the Federal Extension
Service in charge of extension work in the
Western States. He organized extension
work in the Territory of Hawaii in 1928
29 and in the Territory of Alaska in 1930.

Persons previously honored by the
distinguished service ruby were the late
Dr. A. C. True, director, States Relations
Service; the late Dr. W. D. Bentley,
assistant director, Oklahoma Extension
Service; J. A. Evans, associate chief,
Office of Cooperative Extension Work;
and W. B. Mercier, director emeritus
and extension adviser, Louisiana Iixten-
sion Service.
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HIS GROUP of 58 senior 4-H club members and their leaders from

Lake County made the second annual pilgrimage to the University of
California Campus. Saturday, September 23, was spent in visiting various
buildings and activities, where they were greeted by outstanding men of
the university and received inspirational and instructional information.
Glenn Waterhouse, assistant State 4-H club leader, acted as guide for the
group, and L. C. Barnard is county agent of Lake County.

New Film Strips

TIGHT NEW FILM STRIPS as listed
below have been completed by the
Office of Cooperative Extension Work in
cooperation with the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Administration, the Bureaus of
Agricultural Economics, Animal Industry,
Entomology, Forest Service, and Home
Economics. They may be purchased at
the prices indicated from Dewey &
Dewey 7603 Twenty-sixth Avenue,
Kenosha, Wis., after first obtaining
authorization from the United States
Department of Agriculture. Blanks for
this purpose will be supplied upon re-
quest to the Office of Cooperative Exten-
sion Work.

Series 171. Diagnosis of Bee Diseases in
the Apiary. Illustrates the symptoms of
the different diseases of bees distinguish-
able in the apiary and methods of control.
58 frames. 35 cents.

Series 270. Farm Home Life Today.
This series is self-explanatory. It was
compiled to give a general conception of
modern home life on the farm as it may be
found throughout the country. 93 frames.
49 cents.

Series 295. Satisfying Farm Homes—
the Result of Home Demonstration Work.
(Home demonstration series Part II.)
Illustrates the contribution of home dem-
onstration work in making the farm home

efficient and satisfying. 62 frames. 35
cents.

Series 314. Cooking Meat According to
the Cut. Illustrates the principles of
cooking the two types of meat, the tender
and the less tender cuts, so as to conserve
the food value and bring out the flavor
and appetizing qualities of each to the
fullest extent. 51 frames. 35 cents.

Series 319. National Forest Playgrounds.
Illustrates that the National Forests not
only serve the Nation by yielding timber
and other products, protecting water-
sheds and providing range for livestock,
but also offer opportunities for recreation
to vacationists, tourists, and health
seekers. 74 frames. 42 cents.

Series 322. Canning Fruits and Toma-
toes at Home. Supplements Farmers’
Bulletin 1471, Canning Fruits and Vege-
tables at Home, and shows the method of
home canning fruits and tomatoes advo-
cated by the Bureau of Home Economics.
55 frames. 35 cents.

Series 324. The Hog-Corn Problem,
1933-34. Depicts the hog-corn problem,
its effect on the Corn Belt farmer, and the
program for general agricultural better-
ment. 34 frames. 28 cents.

Series 325. The Cotton Problem. Illus-
trates the cotton problem showing its
effect upon the southern cotton farmer

and the program for general agricultural
betterment. 32 frames. 21 cents.

Revised Series

The following series have been revised:

Series 230-A. The National 4-H Club
Camp. Illustrates how the camp, which is
held annually, is conducted and the
various recreational and educational ac-
tivities in which the boys and girls partic-
ipate. 76 frames. 42 cents. (If desired
in glass slides request Series 230 of same
title. It consists of 42 slides.)

Series. "241. The 4-H Club Story. Illus-
trates the activities connected with boys’
and girls’ 4-H club work. 66 frames.
42 cents.

Series 242. Seeing Washington. Illus-
trates points of interest in Washington,
D.C., and vicinity. 70 frames. 42 cents.

Series 264. Rug Making—A Fireside
Industry. Illustrates how farm women
and girls through the influence of home-
demonstration agents, have become inter-
ested in reviving the old art of rug making
by utilizing home-dyed, discarded sheets,
blankets, and clothing, and that through
this activity a profitable home industry
has developed. 95 frames. 49 cents.

Completed Localized Film Strips

The following two localized film strips
were completed during the months of
November and December by the Office
of the Cooperative Extension Work in
cooperation with county extension agents,
specialists, and other extension workers.
The photographs used were all local pic-
tures, either selected or taken by the
agents themselves.

Series 1111. Farming in Chemung
County, N.Y. 40 frames. 28 cents.

Series 1112. Timely Topics for the
Maine Farm Home. 65 frames. 42
cents.

N 1919 the New Hampshire Experi-

ment Station started a campaign to
eliminate Pullorum disease from poultry
flocks in the State, as it was estimated
to be causing a loss of at least half of
all chicks hatched. Ten thousand hens
in 47 flocks were tested, and only 6 flocks
were found to be free of the disease.
The 1932 report of the experiment sta-
tion listed 202,323 birds tested for Pul-
lorum disease, or over one fifth of the
poultry population of the State. The
percentage free from infection was 99.51.

0O CONTROL a threatened outbreak

of cholera, the county agricultural
agent of Currituck County, N.C., vacci-
nated 1,459 hogs on 63 different farms in
11 communities during 1 week in Sep-
tember.
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ment.

and Urban Interests.

Rubinstein, and Haydn.

National 4-H Club Radio Program

Annual Theme: 4-H Club Work Influences the Farm and Home

Third Phase—Attractive Home and Surroundings a Keynote in 4-H Club Work

Saturday, March 3, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., Eastern Standard Time

4-H Club Work Encourages Attractive-
ness In and About the Farm Home

The Good Appearance of the Farmstead
Should Be the Farm Family’s Pride.

Beautification in Farm Surroundings
Mean for Satisfaction and Content-

4-H Club Work Brings Together Rural

Music We Should Know—Third Phase
of the 1934 National Music Hour,
Featuring Compositions by Rimsky-
Korsakow, Leoncavallo, Tschaikowsky,

4-H Club Girl from Vermont.

4-H Club Boy from Wisconsin.

County extension agent from Ver-
mont.

Field Agent, Extension Service,
United States Department of
Agriculture.

United States Marine Band.

AN ESTIMATED saving of cash and
feed crops amounting to $2,001,460
was made in 22 North Dakota counties
the past season as a result of grasshop-
per-control activities. Control operations
were conducted in 18 other counties, but
valuations of the crops saved there were
not reported.

The crop savings ranged from $932,960
in Ward County, where intensive work
was done, to less than $5,000 in several
counties where campaigns were not
pressed vigorously, according to reports
from the North Dakota Extension Serv-
ice. Ramsey County saved $673,160
worth of crops; Burke County credited
a $250,000 saving to grasshopper control ;
Steele County estimated its antigrass-
hopper work as being worth $161,280 in
crops; and Renville County reported a
$129,450 saving.

According to F. D. Butcher, Federal
entomologist, who aided the Extension
Service In its grasshopper-control pro-
gram, North Dakota countles spent ap-
proximately $136,991 for poison bait
materials. The mixed bait was prepared
at a cost of about $20 per ton for
materials.

The Extension Program
for 1934

(Oontinued from page 2)

the near future for an adequate force of
well-trained agents publicly financed on a
permanent basis. While the immediate
requirements of the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Administration make the comple-
tion of our staff of county agricultural
agents the most imperative need of the
hour, I feel just as strongly the need for
making available the services of qualified
home-demonstration agents to rural wo-
men and girls in all counties as rapidly as
that service can be financed.

Associations Organized

With the new demands on extension
agents to organize and conduct educa-
tional campaigns leading to the signing
of contracts for production control, there
must be a larger dependence on local
leaders and demonstrators to make the
-educational program available to the
public. In the setting up of the county
wheat production-control associations,
thousands of farmers have for the first
time not only joined with their Govern-
ment in a cooperative enterprise, but with
their neighboss. Out of these county
wheat production-control associations al-
ready organized or in process of organiza-
tion and the other commodity control
associations which are projected, I can
foresee possibilities of unified effort on the
part of farmers such as we have never

known before. While the activities of
these county production-control associa-
tions are very properly limited to the
entering into and carrying out of agree-
ments to control the production of a
specific commodity, cooperative effort
growing out of them may extend far into
other lines.

With the very great advances made in
recent months in bringing together com-
mercial interests on the one hand and
labor groups on the other, there is greater
need than ever before for strong, progres-
sive farm organizations with well-trained,
thoughtful leadership. If agriculture is
to recover its rightful place in our national
picture and to maintain it, there must be
unified presentation of the needs of agri-
culture in State and Nation such as can
be made only by organized agriculture
representing, not as it does now, a minor
fraction of the farm population, but in
position to speak with authority for the
great mass of rural people. It is not to
be expected that all farmers or even a
majority of them will join any one farm
organization any more than that all will
agree to the tenets of one political party
or one religious denomination. Exten-
sion agents should lose no opportunity
to work with all farm organizations in
their counties and should impress on
their constituents the desirability of
membership in these organizations.

This is the time for a careful review
of State and county extension programs;
a consideration of those features which

0]

contribute directly to better farm income
or better living conditions in rural homes,
and elimination or postponement of those
which for the moment, at least, do not
make a definite contribution to this end.
With the present necessity for economies
in county, State, and Federal govern-
mental operations, we must be able to
show that every dollar made available to
us is expended for a practical purpose, is
expended in a way that brings the largest
return to the rural people of this Nation.
We need capable, well-trained extension
agents in every rural county, financed
with public funds, aided and supported
by strong farm organizations, and sup-
plemented with earnest, interested men
and women who will assume community
leadership of both adult and junior
groups. There is need, as never before,
for able, tactful administration and super-
vision and for adequate specialist service.
It is my belief that, while these are times
that try men’s souls, the Extension Serv-
ice, taking the country as a whole, is in
better repute than ever before, and I
confidently expect to see it go on to
larger things.

ECORDS for the past year show 200
West Virginia 4-H clubs with a
‘‘Standard” rating for 1933 and 71 clubs.
completing all project work 100 percent.
This is a gain of 20 ‘Standard” clubs.
over last year’s total and of 13 clubs.
making a 100 percent record.



Teachers of Agriculture

EGINNING with this issue, the REviEwW is being sent

to all teachers of vocational agriculture. This
arrangement has been made by Director Warburton
with the very helpful cooperation of M. S. Eisenhower,
Director of Information, and meets an urgent request
from C. H. Lane, Chief, Agricultural Education Service,
Federal Board for Vocational Education, for the inclu-
sion of teachers of agriculture on the mailing list of the
Review. I am sure that extension workers generally
will be glad to know that teachers of agriculture as a
group will now be among the regular readers of the
Review and will have this opportunity to become
familiar with extension activities, not only in their
respective localities but throughout the country. In
his letter to Director Fisenhower asking that steps be
taken to add teachers of vocational agriculture to the
Review mailing list, Director Warburton expressed
his earnest desire for the fullest possible cooperation
between extension workers and teachers of agriculture.
He said: “We trust that Dr. Lane’s request will be
approved as there is a distinct need for a better under-
standing between these two groups of educational
workers which are exerting such a tremendous influence
upon farming and farm life. The efforts of these two
organizations dedicated to public service should be more
closely coordinated in order to achieve with the maxi-
mum efficiency the same ultimate objective—the
improvement of farming. Each group, although
attending to its own task first and using its own
distinctive teaching methods, should lose no opportunity
to promote in every way possible the work of the other
group.”

Dealing With Human Nature

BEFORE his inauguration as Mayor of New York City,
I was fortunate in hearing Mayor LaGuardia speak
before the National Press Club on the rapid develop-
ments of the vear. He made one point, in particular,
that I think cannot be too strongly emphasized. Speak-
ing of the many and varied governmental efforts to
make needed adjustments in agriculture and industry,
he said that we are not engaged so much in dealing with
problems in economics as in problems of hAuman nature.
If this is the case—and I believe it is—all of us, I think,
who have to do with the great programs of commodity
production adjustment may well concern ourselves a
little less with the niceties of factual detail and much
more with how we can influence public thought and
action to accomplish the ultimate balance of production
and demand desired. The way to deal with people, I
think we have found in extension work, is to work with
them, to know them, and talk to them simply, clearly,
and honestly, and to have them on their part know and
work with us toward meeting their very human needs
as well as their “economic requirements.”

Sense About Prizes

I AM SURE that the statement about prizes for 4-H
club achievement made by Director Warburton
before the Association of Land-Grand Colleges and
Universities, in November, will receive an enthusiastic
“Amen” from every friend of 4-H club work who has
given this matter study and honest thought. Director
Warburton said: “Occasionally prizes or returns to
club members are out of all proportion to the accom-
plishment of the boy or girl. When the sweepstakes
calf at a livestock show sells for ten thousand dollars
merely because two or more commercial concerns get
to bidding against each other for the advertising they
may get out of it, while dozens of other calves almost as
good hardly bring the current market price, too much
emphasis is being placed on the winning of a champion-
ship and not enough recognition is being given to the
rank and file who have done their level best. It is
pleasing to note that in this depression many very
successful club shows and exhibits have been held at
which no prizes were offered other than the ribbon
denoting first, second, or third place. At these shows
there was no noticeable diminution in the quality of
exhibits or the keenness of the competition, and I am
sure there was far less heartburning and jealousy on
the part of those who were not quite good enough to
win top honors.”

The Long View

saw some weeks ago that unusually striking motion

picture, Berkelev Square, in which the people of two
separate centuries are for a time made to live and get
along together as best they can. Toward the close of
the picture, a vivid contrast is drawn between what is
envisioned on the one hand by a man in a rowboat
following the course of a river and on the other hand
the vivid scene that lies beneath the passenger in an
airplane overhead. The man in the boat sees a different
scene with each turn of the river and only that; maybe,
a grove of oaks, here, a stretch of clover field, there,
and, around the bend, hidden from his immediate view
a town comes down to the water’s edge. The traveler
in the airplane sees all of these separate scenes at once.
His view is comprehensive. Each of the separate
scenes that make up this view is equally clear and vivid
to him.

I think there is a thought in this contrast for us,
particularly, in this year of continuous and hard
driven effort to aid in the needed adjustments of agri-
culture and rural life. As we take each turn in our
course, absorbed in this, todayv, and that, tomorrow,
we need sorely to find a wayv to glimpse the whole
panorama of our effort stretching over the weeks and
months—to get, at least. once in awhile, the long vies and
to know whither we are headed. R. B.



AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT—
HOW IT WORKS

Ermers and the public generally should have a clear and complete
understanding of activities being carried on under the Agricultural
Adjustment Act.

7; help extension workers give them this information the Department has
made available the following publications:

G-1 The Agricultural Adjustment Act and Its Operation.
G-2 The First Four Months Under the Farm Act.
G-3 Progress on All Fronts Under the Farm Act.
G-4 Dollars to Farmers Boom Business.
Economic Trends Affecting Agriculture.
Economic Bases for the Agricultural Adjustment Act.

7}—;ese publications explain the economic and social justification for
adjustment policies, the sound economic principles upon which the act
is based, progress being made in achieving production adjustment, and
the benefits obtained. They are in addition to those that have been pub-
lished about wheat, cotton, tobacco, and corn and hogs, the production
of which is being adjusted.

County extension agents may procure supplies of these publications from the Extension
Service of the United States Department of Agriculture. Orders should be sent through
the office of the State extension director.

EXTENSION SERVICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1934
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SHALL we put dairy production
under control? This is the
question Secretary Wallace puts
squarely up to dairy producers.
Hesays,“Ibelieveit essential that
any dairy program adopted should
contain as one of its basic features
a method of production control
that will keep production in step
with increases in consumer pur-
chasingpowerand preventthesup-
ply fromoutrunningthedemandto
the degree that causes disaster.”

HAT the corn-hog
production adjust-
{ ment plan proposes to
| accomplish in 1934 is
presented by A.G. Black,
Chief, Corn-Hog Section, Agricul-
tural Adjustment Administration.
He feels that farmers have come to
grips with the facts of the changed
demand situation, and are devel-
oping that group-consciousness
and facility for mass action which
is necessary to keep alive any pro-
gram of national scope or to shift
to a newer and better one, when
necessary.

WHAT part does the production
control association play toward
adjusting production? George
E. Farrell, Chief, Wheat Section,
Agricultural Adjustment Admin-
istration, answers this and other
questions. Concerning the future
importanceof theseassociations he
says,* To see that the adjustment
program shifts from an emergency
to a more permanent basis with-
out losing the machinery to keep
it on a stable basis, requires that
the county production control associa-
tions be used to the fullest extent, that
they be kept alive, virile, and with the
fullestawarenessof their opportunity.”

N HER discussionon the selection and

use of local leaders, Mrs. Annette T.
Herr, Massachusetts State home dem-
onstration leader, says, “There has
never been a more opportune time for
leaders of all kinds who have been
trained through different channels to
show their initiative and resourcefulness.”
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terstate Early Potato Committee dur-
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ers in the Southeast were alert to the
danger of low prices being paid for their
crop if the potato acreage were in-
creased by 25 percent. They got busy
and through the efforts of their coop-
erative producers’and financing organ-
izations outlined a production control
plan which is receiving whole-hearted
response from potato growers from
Maryland to Florida.
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On The Calendar

Eastern States Regional Con-
ference, Home Management Spe-
cialists, Boston, Mass., March 5-6.

Eastern States Regional Con-

17

ference, Home Management
Specialists, Philadelphia, Pa.,
March 8-9.

Southwestern Exposition and
Fat Stock Show, Fort Worth,
Tex., March 10-19.

Fifty-eighth Annual Conven-
tion, Texasand Southwestern Cat-
tle Raisers Association, San An-
tonio, Tex., March 20-22.

Farm and Home Week, Orono,
Maine, March 26-29.

Fifteenth Annual Feeders Day
at Colorado Agricultural College,
Fort Collins, Colo., April 5.

National 4-H Club Camp,
Washington, D.C., June 14-20.

American Association for the

Advancement of Science, Berke-
ley, Calif., June 18-23.
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FARM records kept by growers
will make available muchof the
information required for the prep-
aration of their contracts for re-
ducing crop production. This is
the belief of Chester C. Davis,
Administrator of the Agricultural
Adjustment Act. Consequently a
book in which to record informa-
tion as to production, sales, pur-
chases,and inventoriesof the basic
commodities has been prepared by
the Agricultural Adjustment Ad-
ministration in cooperation with
the Extension Service and is now
available through county exten-
sion agents for such use.

ORTH CAROLINA farmers
now have more actual

h cash in their pockets than at
”2 3| any time during the last 5-
'./' ' yearperiod. Theirownefforts
toward production adjustment and
their full cooperation with the Admin-
istration in the emergency measures
have helped bring this cash to them.
Further, by growing their own food
and feed, they have been better able to
apply the returns from their cash crops
to interest charges on mortgages and
to retire production credit liens.

-
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Shall We Put Dairy Production Under

to the improvement of the situa-

tion in which the dairy farmer
finds himself today must be predicated
on two facts above all others; first,
the fact of low consumer purchasing
power; and second, the fact of rela-
tive overproduction in dairy products.
Unless we do something about those two
items, we won't be doing anything sub-
stantial.

Certainly, in spite’ of more cows and
greater milk production power, it would
be a grave mistake to regard the dairy
industry’s problem solely as one of over-
production. When we speak of the over-
production of dairy products we neces-
sarily mean the production of such prod-
ucts beyond the ability of consumer pur-
chasing power to absorb at anything
above distress prices to farmers. Ex-
perience with stabilization operations
indicates that attempts to raise prices
in advance of improvement in consumer
purchasing power and without any check
on production are followed by such quick
upturns in production as to cause a fresh
and disastrous collapse in prices. Still,
there is a great potential consuming
power among the American people for
dairy products. There are, also, large
sections of the country not now receiv-
ing enough dairy products to constitute
a reasonably balanced diet. Therefore,
I believe it essential that any dairy pro-
gram adopted should contain as one of
its basic features a method of production
control that will keep production in step
with increases in consumer purchasing
power and prevent the supply from out-
running the demand to the degree that
causes disaster.

It is necessary to have a dairy pro-
gram which offers help to the entire
industry. We must recognize the inter-
relation of various dairy commodities to
each other, and continually keep the
principle in mind that reasonable re-
straint of production should govern the
industry during the period of recovery
in consumer buying power. Milk-produc-
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Q.NY ADEQUATE program leading

Control?

H. A. WALLACE
Secretary of Agriculture

ing sections of the country demand
broader and more fundamental adjust-
ments than those thus far undertaken,
and I believe they are ready to consider
and accept a workable plan.

Consumer Purchasing Power

In proposing a plan for consideration
by dairymen, I should like to point out
that benefit payments made under the

_funds available should set in motion

forces having favorable effect upon the
purchasing power of consumers. Our
experience with payment of benefits in
the cotton and wheat regions indicates
that increasing the income of farmers is
quickly and strongly reflected in business
and industrial recovery in the areas.
Thus payments to dairy farmers, like
those made to the cotton and wheat pro-
ducers, should to some extent at least
result in a recovery in consuming pur-
chasing power which would start a cycle
of increasing demand for dairy products.
The December figures indicate that the
difference between average cash price
for butterfat in all forms of milk sold
and the fair exchange value under the
act is almost 16 cents. Obviously, we
cannot have a tax rate that high.

I have endorsed before Congress an
emergency plan for $200,000,000 over and
above this year’s receipts from process-
ing taxes, to be used for the beef and
dairy cattle industries, as a supplement
to receipts from processing taxes in
financing the program this year, and to
advocate inclusion of beef cattle within
the terms of the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Act. Of course, money taken from
the Treasury must be replaced out of
either processing taxes or other tax re-
ceipts. The intent of the Adjustment
Act is to provide a continuous source of
revenue, and the thought is that ulti-
mately when consumer purchasing power
is on the upgrade, the industry will not
feel the tax as much as in the present
emergency, so that then it will be easier
to replace out of processing taxes the
special fund made available now.

The proposed special fund is desirable
because both dairy and beef producers,
pending recovery in consumer buying
power, would feel the processing tax
more than export agriculture, whose
prices are fixed in the world markets.
The appropriation will enable advance
payments to reach the farmers by the
time a substantial tax is felt. We be-
lieve that as the market is freed from
the pressure of oversupply, the tendency
for the tax to be reflected in producer
price will disappear. Further aid could
be obtained through additional surplus
relief purchases, affording dairy prod-
ucts to the needy unemployed who other-
wise would be unable to obtain them,
with the purchases timed to coincide
with dairy price advances.

Farm Allotment

The tentative plan which the admin-
istration is offering to the dairy indus-
try is an individual voluntary farm al-
lotment proposal, financed by a process-
ing tax on all butterfat in milk and its
products and a compensatory tax on
oleomargarine. The rate of the process-
ing tax would eventually reach 5 cents
or more per pound of butterfat in all
milk and its products, with a compensa-
tory tax on oleomargarine equivalent to
the tax rate on butter. '

A 3-year base period, with individual
production of butterfat for 1931, 1932,
and 1933 established for each farmer,
is contemplated. The goal to be sought
is an individual reduction of 15 percent
in milk and butterfat produced for mar-
ket in the year ahead below the quanti-
ties sold in the past year, with the
prospect that this would assure a 10 per-
cent net reduction, or whatever fraction
of this percent may appear necessary.

Benefit Payments

The method of securing reduction on
the farm is to be left to the judgment
of cooperating producers. Compensation
to cooperating producers is to be secured
through benefit payments or premiums
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on sales on an agreed reduction basis
under contract.

The quantities would apply to indi-
vidual dairymen on a voluntary system.
Each producer would have his quota of
total sales for the year divided into four
parts, but such quarterly division of
each individual's total allotment would
be left largely to each individual's choice.
As substantial an advance payment as
possible would be made to each cooper-
ating producer soon after his contract is
accepted. Additional payments might be
made quarterly.

The plan is intended to be operated
in a flexible manner so as to permit ex-
pansion of the industry as rapidly us
consumer buying power expands. After
the emergency oversupply is reduced, the
industry should be guided toward a con-
trolled expansion up to the limit of coan-
sumer purchasing power.

In addition to the use of funds for
direct individual adjustments to secure
the proper balance between supply and
demand, we propose to inaugurate an in-
tensive educational campaign among con-
operating producers to assist them in de-
termining and applying the most eco-
nomical and effective methods of com-
plying with the reduction specified in
their contracts. The Bureau of Dairy
Industry and the Agricultural Extension
Service already have mapped out tenta-
tive plans to fit such a campaign. The
object is to assist farmers in economical
production and aid them in selection of
profitable and practical means of produc-
tion adjustment. It is further proposed
to allocate such sums as Congress may
determine for two other purposes.

Eradication of Tuberculosis

One of the plans is to engage in an
intensive campaign to eradicate tubercu-
losis in dairy cattle. For a 2-year cam-
paign on a Jjoint basis as at present,
sharing costs between the States and
Federal Government, the Federal share
of the expense is estimated at about
$5,000,000. The various States requiring
further eradication of tuberculosis in
cattle would appropriate sums to assist
in the work. It is estimated that there
are about 5,000,000 head of dairy cattle
yet to be tested for tuberculosis, with
about 600,000 head as the number nor-
mally expected to be subject to removal.

Speeding up this campaign so as to
complete the testing in one year would
require about $40,000,000 which would
be expended mostly in four or five States.
The tuberculin testing campaign is rec-
ognized primarily as a health and public
welfare measure rather than a direct
means of production control. Hence it
does not appear equitable to ask the

dairy industry as a whole to accept a
reduction in benefit payment funds suffi-
cient to finance so large a program.
The other plan involving use of part of
the emergency fund relates to possibility
of removing normal dairy cows of good
production from intensive dairy areas in
the leading dairy States to regions in
the South where thousands of families
have existed for years without a proper
proportion of dairy products in the diet.
Such cows will be selected with care in
areas where animals of required stand-
ards are plentiful, particularly in re-
gions where herds are being maintained
relatively free from tuberculosis. Simi-
larly their distribution would be handled
s0 as to assure producers that such cows
would not be used for commercial pur-
poses, but would stimulate the greatly
subnormal demand for dairy products in
those regions. This plan is advanced
contingent upon its acceptance by the
dairy industry, although it already has

been urged not only by spokesmen of the -

industry, but also by persons who are
well informed concerning the dietary de-
ficiencies of some southern regions. The
definite sum to be allocated for such
purposes has not been stated. It would
probably not be large at first so that the
plan might be given i fair trial in a
limited way.

Cooperation Needed

This dairy program is not submitted as
anything that is hard and fast or that is
to be imposed on the dairy farmers of
this country. We simply submit it, as it
is our duty to do, as the best plan that
we have been able to devise after months
of discussion and study of the many pro-
posals which have been made to us. We
know that we cannot make it succeed
unless the dairy farmers of this country
want it and support it, and unless they co-
operate whole-heartedly in its operation.

We are willing to accept any modifica-
tions which, after full discussion by
farmers and their representatives, ap-
pear sound and desirable. If the dairy
farmers or any substantial group in in-
dustry do not want this program we are
willing to abandon it because we doubt
whether it can succeed without strong
support from the dairymen. If dairy
farmers are willing to wait for substan-
tial price advances until consumer pur-
chasing power increases, the Government
will be only too glad to keep hands off.
But we are frank to say that if some
sound and comprehensive program is
not adopted soon the path of the dairy
industry is likely to be rough. Our
course will be determined by the re-
sponse of the dairy farmers and their
representatives to this program.

Records Save County $1,800

ECAUSE 8. R. Boswell, agricultural

agent for Sevier County, Utah,
adopted a hobby of keeping authentic
thresher records farmers of Sevier
County will receive about $1,800 more
in Federal wheat-adjustment payments
than they would have done if records
had not been kept, according to Director
William Peterson of Utah. It all hap-
pened in this way.

‘When the Federal Government offered
the wheat growers benefit payments for
curtailing wheat production in 1934-35,
one of the most difficult problems to solve
was the furnishing of authentic informa-
tion regarding the actual production in
the county. Based on the census figures
of 1930, the Department of Agriculture
gave Sevier County a 6 percent increase
in wheat production for a basic 5-year
average in determining the allotment
for the county.

When Mr. Boswell and his assistants
in the wheat-adjustment program began
to make up the necessary papers con-
cerning the wheat yields, to send back
to Washington it was discovered, accord-
ing to the threshers’' records, that the
Government adjustment factor figure was
low. Frank Andrews, State statistician,
was called in to help solve the problem.
After making a thorough investigation
he recommended to the Washington au-
thorities that the Sevier County allot-
ment be increased 19 percent instead of
6 percent. This change was granted,
and the county production was raised by
10,968 bushels, giving a domestic allot-
ment, according to the plan, of 5,922
bushels more, for which the Sevier grow-
ers who signed curtailment contracts
were allowed 30 cents a bushel. Thus,
approximately $1,800.more will be paid
to Sevier wheat growers for cooperating
with the Federal Government.

Since 1927 Mr. Boswell has been en-
couraging the threshermen of the county
to keep accurate records and report them
to the extension office at Richfleld. It
seems now that Mr. Boswell must have
had some intuition as to the use he would
make later of these records. So accurate
were these reports made by the thresher-
men of the county that out of the 298
growers who made application for con-
tracts, Mr. Boswell obtained authentic
thresher records for 289. Three of the
remaining nine growers had kept com-
bine harvester records themselves and the
other six fed their entire erop to livestock
and poultry instead of having it threshed.
Thus in one stroke Mr. Boswell brought
to the Sevier wheat growers alone almost
twice the amount of this county’s yearly
budget for extension work.



Corn-Hog Production Adjustment for 1934
What It Proposes to Accomplish

A. G. BLACK

Chief, Corn-Hog Section, Agricultural Adjustment Administration

LL of us are more or less familiar
A with what the past year has
brought. Not only has the domes-
tic-allotment principle, with some modifi-
cations, been made a law, but already a
number of crop-reduction programs under
this law have been or are being put into
operation. A corn-hog program, based to
a large degree on the recommendations of
producers themselves, is one of them.
Further, the participation by farmers in
these programs has been little short of
amazing.

The voluntary production-adjustment
theory met its first crucial test in the
cotton plow-up campaign in the summer
of 1933. We are all more or less fa-
miliar with the pleasing results of that
campaign. Extension people and volun-
teer workers rendered yeoman service in
putting that hastily contrived emergency
program into effective operation. It can

truly be said that the successful conduct
of the cotton plow-up campaign has
given great impetus to other crop-reduc-
tion plans, including the corn-hog
program.

Last fall the wheat farmers of this
country had their opportunity also to
demonstrate that they were willing to fit
their own operations into a sound produc-
tion schedule for the whole country and
to share in the benefits which will accrue
from such adjustment. Again the Ad-
ministration’s program was well received
and given wide support.

Corn-Hog Adjustment

As this is written, a corn and hog ad-
justment program for the year 1934 is
getting under way. Field workers report
extraordinary interest at the educational
meetings which are preceding the actual
campaign for producers’ signatures.

UNITED STATES EXPORTS OF HOG PRODUCTS
(Each hog represents 1,000,000 head.)
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‘The accompanying graph constitutes a vivid explanation of one reason why the prices for corn

and hogs have been so low the last few years.

The main reason is the severe decline

in the export demand for United States hog products since the 1919 peak.

In 1910-14 European nations took the equivalent of nearly 6 million hogs. This was only a
moderate export level, but the total United States hog production at that time was in
good balance with the comrbined domestic and foreign demand.

Under the stimulus of the World War, foreign purchases of our hog products jumped to the

equivalent of about 17 million hogs. But since the war our exports have dropped back
again to the equivalent of about 4 million hogs. This decline has been due to a rapid
restoration of hog production in European countries since the war, particularly in Ger-
many and Denmark, and more recently because of tariffs and of quotas which limit the
quantity of imports.

Meanwhile, hog production in the United States has continued to increase at about the same

rate as the population. Consequently, the products no longer shipped abroad have become
excess products on the home market and have driven down hog prices. Some adjustment
to this changed demand muht be made if hog prices are to be raised to a more favorable
level. The corn-hog production-control program, now being offered by the Agricultural
Adjustment Administration, will help farmers bring about this necessary better balance.

A. G. Black.

Farmers have never followed any project
more eagerly. Although the percentage
of participation probably will be high, it
is enough to note what appears to be an
astounding change in attitude from a
year ago.

Farmers are coming to grips with the
facts of a changed demand situation
which was pushing them further each
year between the relentless millstones of
debts and low prices. By taking hold of
things themselves, farmers are develop-
ing that group-consciousness and facility
for mass action which is necessary to
keep alive any program of national scope
or to shift to newer and better ones.

After the war the excess corn pro-
duction that began to develop as soon
as horse and mule numbers started to
decline was temporarily obscured by an
abnormal foreign demand for hog prod-
ucts. Hog production was increased to
fill this demand and incidentally ab-
sorbed the corn being released from
horses. In 1930 and 1931 short corn
crops also temporarily removed the pres-
sure of excess production. But in the fall
of 1932 the need for production adjust-
ment was made obvious in a rather vivid
way. That year farmers harvested nearly
3 billion bushels of corn. Favorable
weather had resulted in a larger-than-
average yleld on a larger-than-average
acreage. Men labored into the winter
getting out the crop. Many had to build
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or possibly a larger production to sell,
profited at the expense of philanthropic

EXPORTED individuals who assumed the responsi-

LEFT FOR bility of cutting their output.
HOME CONSUMPYION

Under the 1934 corn-hog adjustment
plan those who sign up to reduce produc-
tion will share in the benefits from ad-
Justment, as represented in part by the
collection of processing taxes on corn
and hogs. The participant will receive
an income of two parts, the open market
price which is paid as usual at time of
sale plus the reduction payments from
the Government. Those who do not par-

ticipate in the plan will not share in
the proceeds from the tax.

1919

.All slavghler other than ferm slaughier

Hogs now consume nearly one half of the annual corn crop in the United States. Most

Although there have been many con-
flicting interests among Corn Belt farm-
ers over the past year or so, a feeling

1932

of the corn released by the decline of 11 million head of horses and mules on the farms
and in the cities during the past 20 years has been diverted to hog feeding. This chart
indicates the necessity for an adjustment in corn production, at least sufficient to corres-
pond with any reduction in hog numbers. A substantial reduction in corn—the main
feed supply for hcgs—will help bring the supply of hogs into better balance with effec-
tive demand and it will raise the purchasing power of corn. If corn production is not
reduced by an amount sufficient to compensate for the reduction in hogs, corn supplies
available for other purposes will increase substantially, corn prices will decline with
respect to other livestock, and eventually production of more livestock will be stimu-
lated to higher and less profitable levels. But the Agricultural Adjustment Act seeks
a net reduction in agricultural production, not a shift. Acreage of corn, therefore, is
the important key to the corn-hog production problem. The sound solution is to scale
down the production of both corn and hogs.

temporary cribs for the first time in sev-
eral years. But along with this bountiful
crop came the lowest prices in several
decades. Corn at 10 cents or less was so
cheap that many farmers used it as fuel
in stoves. A situation of this kind sinks
deep into the consciousness of men.
The impressive simultaneous appear-
ance of heavy supplies and low prices
carried from the 1932 corn crop right
into the 1933 hog crop. When the in-
crease in hog marketings during the
summer of 1933, and the prospective
heavy marketings because of a larger-
than-average spring pig crop, threatened
to knock the bottom out of hog prices
for the second winter in a row, repre-
sentatives of producers urged upon the
Agricultural Adjustment Administration
an emergency scheme for buying up a
surplus of unfinished pigs and sows about
to farrow. An emergency program of
this sort was adopted and carried out.
Although prices still are at a compara-
tively low level, the return from hogs
marketed this winter will be consider-
ably larger than it otherwise would have
been without any adjustment in supply.

Benefits Shared

Another reason why farmers seem to
have responded unanimously to the
idea of crop-production adjustment is the
assurance that the participants under
plans now being offered really will share

in the benefits. Heretofore, production-
control schemes had no machinery for
controlling the distribution of the bene-

has developed that a common interest,
as between livestock feeders and the
farmers who grow feed for sale, does
exist and that this common interest
properly should transcend other consid-
erations. Up until recently we have been
80 busy watching the play of market
forces and comparing prices of livestock
and feeds that we have forgotten to as-
certain whether or not the production of
both might not be in excess of market
demand.
(Oontinued on page 32)

THE USES OF CORN

1910 — 1914 1924 — 1929

Hog production in the United States has increased at about the same rate as our population,

but the quantity of hog products available for home consumption has increased mate-
rially because of a severe decline in our exports since the World War. The American
people recently Lave been consumring around 14 percent more pork and lard than they
did in the pre-war period, and they are now eating a higher percentage of the total
production of hogs than 20 years ago. However, this excess of hog products in the
home market has depressed hog prices. The recent increased consumption is a reflec-
tion of the comparatively low prices at which the pork had to move, rather than of any
substantial pick-up in consumer requirements or preference for hog products. A more
moderate hog production would eliminate the excess on the honre market and would
result in g higher price per hundredweight and a larger total return from the whole hog
crop. This the corn-hog plan of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration seeks to
bring about by adjusting production to present-day needs.



30 Years in the Cotton Belt :

J. A. EVANS

Associate Chief, Office of Cooperative Extension Work

HIRTY YEARS is a long time in

I a man’s life. It's a long time to

work with the same people. But
that’s what I have been doing, and I've
enjoyed it, too.

For 30 years I have been associated
with agricultural extension work in the
Southern States. The appropriation un-
der which the Farmers’ Cooperative
Demonstration Work was started was
made by Congress in November 1903.
Dr. Seaman A. Knapp, who is sometimes
called the “father of agricultural exten-
sion ”, was placed in charge of the work;
and I was one of his first assistants.

I was assigned to a territory in Texas,
one of the two Southern States where
extension work was first started, and
I've been associated with Cotton Belt
farming from that day to this. During
that 30 years I have seen many changes
" in the South. I have seen the South
fight its way up from the bottom—
through storms, droughts, boll weevils,
panics, wars, and depressions. And, I
saw it do last year what everybody said
would never be done—plow up 10 mil-
lion acres of growing cotton to reduce
the supply and increase the price.

Chief Cash Crops

Cotton is, naturally, the chief cash
crop in the Southern States. The Ameri-
can Cotton Belt has more natural ad-

vantages for producing cotton than any .

other country in the world. The South
harvested in 1908, the year the demon-
stration work was started as a means of
fighting the boll weevil, 27 million acres
of cotton. I saw that acreage rise to 35
million acres in 1914, drop to 28 million
in 1921, and mount to the all-time record
of 44 million acres in 1926.

During the same 30 years I saw the
size of our cotton crop rise from 9 mil-
lion bales in 1903 to 16 millions bales in
1914, drop to less than 8 million bales in
1921, and rise to the all-time record of 18
million bales in 1928. The price of cot-
ton, in that same period, rose from 6
cents a pound in 1904 to the peak price
of 44 cents in 1919, and then dropped
back to a nickel a pound in 1932.

During this 30 years I have seen the
carry-over of American cotton rise from
practically nothing to the all-time record
of 13 million bales last year. And that
brings me to the main point in this dis-
cussion, Why is our carry-over, or supply
of cotton, so big now? Why is it so
much bigger than it used to be?

The answer, both statistically and from
my own observation, is that we have con-

tinued to increase production during a
period of falling consumption. We have
increased our production of cotton faster
than the world could use it at a reason-
able price, and, that condition has
placed us where we are with the biggest
supply of cotton in history, and with
prices just prior to the cotton-adjustment
program around the lowest in history.
During the 30 years I have worked in
the Cotton Belt I have observed one
thing—one law that has worked as reg-

J. A. Evans,

ularly as the rising and setting of the
sun. That law is that the size of the
cotton crop has an effect on the price of
cotton. When we have a big crop, we
invariably have a medium or low price.
When we have a little crop, or a shortage
of cotton, we usually have a good price,
and sometimes a high price.

But, regardless of the price or the size
of the crop, I have observed that the
world usually takes over a period of
vears about the same amount of cotton.
It may take a little more when the sup-
ply is big and the price is low, but year in
and year out, the world consumption of
cotton remains on about the same level,
with a slight increase, of course, in nor-
mal times for the increase in population.

When we produce about the amount of
cotton the world can use at a fair price,
the grower usually gets a good price for
his cotton; but when we expand our pro-
duction, and oversupply the world with
American cotton the price drops, and the
producer suffers.

So, why not then plan to produce each
year as nearly as we can the amount of

cotton that we know we can sell at a
fair price. We know now approximately
what that amount is, and we know how
to produce it economically; so it seems
foolish that we should go on overproduc-
ing and wrecking the market when we
have an alternative.

Cotton-Adjustment Program

The alternative is the cotton-adjust-
ment program, The aim of the program
is to reduce cotton acreage until the
world has had time to use up some of
our burdensome surplus and restore the
normal balance between supply and de-
mand, and thereafter, to plan production
to meet known demand. The program
does not aim to create a shortage and
encourage foreign countries to come
in. It aims to control production with-
out creating a shortage of American
cotton.

The cotton adjustment contract that
is being offered to cotton farmers pro-
poses to do the very thing that cotton
farmers have wanted for 25 years. For
25 years the agricultural colleges and
the agricultural leaders of the South
have been advocating a live-at-home pro-
gram of farming. In my 30 years of
extension work I have observed that
farmers who followed this rule were al-
ways fairly prosperous, whether times
were good or bad.

We have had many acreage-reduction
campaigns in the Cotton Belt; but last
year was the firstetime in the history of
the South, and of the country, that farm-
ers were paid for reducing their cotton
acreage. It is the first time we have
ever had a program that was self-sup-
porting.

This is the supreme opportunity for
the South to put itself on a permanent
basis of profitable agriculture. Under
the plan of the cotton-adjustment pro-
gram the cotton farmer has an oppor-
tunity to reduce his cotton acreage and
get paid for doing it. He has the op-
portunity to grow food and feed crops
for home use on the rented acres; an
opportunity to build better pastures, to
prevent his soll from washing away, and
to build up the fertility of the soil by
growing soil-improving crops on the
rented acres.

Last, but by no means least, the cot-
ton-adjustment program offers the farm
women of the Cotton Belt the greatest
opportunity they have ever had to grow
more small fruits and vegetables for
home use, and to have more time for
enjoying some of the pleasures of life.
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Agricultural Adjustment Administration
Encourages Farm Record Keeping

CHESTER C. DAVIS

Administrator, Agricultural Adjustment Act

expedite the administration of the

Agricultural Adjustment Act by
assisting farmers in keeping the records
required in the administration of this
act. From the very beginning the Ad-
ministration has felt the need for meore
accurate information from individual
farmers, both in guiding our general
policies and in dealing with these indi-
viduals. In order to meet the need of
farmers for a simple book in which they
might record information as to produc-
tion, sales, purchases, and inventories of
the basic commodities, the Agricultural
Adjustment Administration, in coopera-
tion with the Office of Cooperative Ex-
tension Work, has prepared such a
form for general distribution.

These books will be available soon and
will be distributed through the offices of
the various State directors of extension.
They can be obtained from these State
offices for distribution within the coun-
ties.

Farmers are not required to keep this
specific record book. On the contrary,
it is intended to be used as a supplement
to the record books already in use in
many States, by being made available to
those farmers who have not been keep-
ing such records. For this reason, this
book has been made. very simple, with
due consideration given to the necessary
information. Arrangement of the form
is such that a farmer need not use the
entire book, but can use that part which
pertains to his particular type of farming.

EXTENSION workers can greatly

Records are Valuable

With such a record of the year’s busi-
ness available, cooperators in the pro-
duction-control plans will have easily ac-
cessible much of the information re-
quired for the preparation of their con-
tracts and for proof of their compliance
with the terms of these contracts. By
having available correct information
they will be able to obtain their benefit
payments more quickly than otherwise
would be possible. Such records should
be valuable also to farmers making ap-
plications for loans from either their
local bankers or other credit agencies.

These records should likewise prove
to be useful to extension workers who
have felt the need for local farm busi-

Page 22

ness information, but who have not been
able to acquire such data.

Although the committee which pre-
pared this book found it impracticable
to include all the details of the farm
business and still have a book applicable
generally to all sections of the country,
they have made it thorough enough to
permit of some major analyses of the
farm business. Such analysis is a
primary requisite to an intelligently
planned agriculture and an agricul-
tural extension program. A wide dis-

tribution of this simplified record book
should aid materially in promoting farm
record keeping and farm accounting and
thereby lead to a better understanding
on the part of the individual producer
of the problems facing him as an indi-
vidual and agriculture as an industry.
The acquisition of this understanding is
an essential step in the development of
the most desirable long-t(me program
for the individual farmer and the agri-
cultural industry as a whole.

Planning Farm Business

With such a body of information avail-
able for the use of those engaged in the
development of this long-time program,
progress in the improvement of agricul-
ture’s position should be materially ac-
celerated. This information from farm-
ers in different areas should be useful to
those who are developing long-time pro-
grams. Also, it should enable the indi-
vidual farmer who keeps the record to
plan his own business in relation to this
long-time program.

I have observed the excellent work in
record keeping which has been accom-

plished by many of the State agricul-
tural colleges with limited groups of
farmers in their respective States. The
wide distribution of this simple farm
record book should not only facilitate
the work of the local production control
committees, but also should serve as a
valuable supplement to the work already
being done by the extension groups in
the various areas.

Every effort should be made to get a
copy of this form into the hands of every
farmer who is cooperating with the Agri-
cultural Adjustment Administration {f
such farmers are not already keeping an
adequate set of farm records.

Michigan Women Make Over
Clothing

Five hundred women in Oakland
County, Mich., have been busy remodel-
ing clothing. Up-to-date dresses have
been made from those worn some § or 6
years ago; and surprising changes have
been made in them at very little cost.

Most of these dresses presented one or
more of the following problems: Length-
ening, changing the color, replacing worn
sleeves, raising waistline, or making the
neckline up-to-date. Yokes at the waist
or neck usually solved the lengthening
problem and the new large sleeves filled
the arm’s eye that was badly worn.
Even new backs were put in if the strain
on the garment had been too great. A
new collar was one of the main ways of
changing the low neckline.

Suits and silk coats became dresses
with astonishing ease. One silk coat was
made into a dress by using one sleeve for
the front, the other for the back with gay-
colored sleeves made from other old
material.

Hats were entirely revamped. Attrac-
tive purses and scarfs were made from odds
and ends of material. .

When these various articles were com-
pleted, exhibits were made in store win-
dows of Walled Lake, Milford, Rochester,
and Oxford. Much comment was made
on these by people who had never before
heard of the extension groups. One
woman went into the furniture store whose
windows were being used and asked,
‘“Have you a black dress like the one in
the window in size 387"
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The County Production Control Association

GEORGE E. FARRELL

Chief, Wheat Section, Production Division Agricultural Adjustment Administration

HE PEOPLE of the United States

are paying, through the Agricul-

tural Adjustment Administration,
millions of dollars to farmers to with-
hold land from crop production. The
cost is high. Are we getting for our
money anything other than these idle
acres?

We are getting much more. There is
wmore in the wheat, cotton, tobacco, and
corn-hog programs than acreage reduc-
tion. They are steps toward a new con-
ception of American agriculture by the
American farmer. They are the begin-
ning of a greater realization by the
farmer of his part in the Nation’s agri-
culture.

The stepping stone for this transition
is the county production control assocla-
tion. Already half a million wheat
farmers have organized themselves into
1,450 of these associations. The other
adjustment programs coﬁtemplate organ-
ization of many hundreds more.

The county production control associa-
tion is a new and potentially powerful
influence in American agriculture. It is
something new when the farmers who
produce more than 80 percent of the
country’s wheat can get together and or-
ganize themselves to reduce consciously
the national wheat acreage.

I am certain that county agents have
the fullest appreciation of what this
means. When I write of the farmers or-
ganizing themselves, I do not wish to
minimize the work of the county agent.
He has been the driving force in each
county in the wheat and other pro-
grams, and their success is largely due
to him.

At the same time, half a million wheat
farmers forgetfing farm organization
lines, politics, and all the rest, and get-
ting together on this one proposition tell
a story that should be shouted from the
housetops for those who say the Ameri-
can farmer will not and cannot coop-
erate.

These farmers are taking the first
steps in what Secretary Wallace has
called “social discipline”, and which he
deflnes as a * willingness to modify indi-
vidual behavior for the larger purposes
of soclety.” They are demonstrating
economic planning.

Adjustment Payments

Adjustment payments have been a
powerful influence. Money talks. But
speaking for the wheat program, I pre-

dict that after this money stops talk-
ing the lesson on social discipline in
wheat production will remain. I believe
that once the American farmer sees what
he can do through organized, well-di-
rected production control, he will be re-
luctant to abandon that control. I believe
that eventually he will be as anxious to
retain the advantages of this control
without adjustment payments, as he has
been in the last year to embrace the
program with payments,

George E. Farrell.

The acres taken out of production will
prove, I believe, the greatest single force
for driving home a full appreciation of
this program. Each cooperating farmer
will have on his own farm in 1934, a
plot of land taken out of production. As
he works in his field he will be reminded
daily by that posted plot that he is con-
tributing something to the national pro-
gram. As he goes to town he will see
similar plots in his neighbors’ fields.
They will be incomparable object lessons
in the need for planning and wise pro-
duction control.

Production Control

This removal of fertile acres from pro-
duction is a drastic step. On a long-
time basis it is illogical. (However, we
learn abstractions after we comprehend
concrete examples.) Apparently noth-
ing less than this ‘ demonstration” on
millions of flelds will clinch the idea
that sound production control, aided by

the centralizing power of Government,
and executed by individual farmers,
working through their own local ergani-
zations, is essential for a stable and re-
munerative agriculture.

The county production control associ-
ations have a larger fleld than distribut-
ing adjustment payments. They are the
machinery through which future produc-
tion must be guided and comntrolled. It
seems to me that the association has
three flelds of activity. First is the me-
chanical, fact-gathering, routine work.
Second is the task of keeping its mem-
bers informed of the local, national, and
international situation regarding the
particular commodity. The third is in
providing the machinery for the indi-
vidual farmer to do his part in actually
translating a national agricultural plan
into action.

Work of Associations

Activities of the associations so far
have been mainly mechanical. This is
their most obvious work, but to limit
them to this would be to lose much of
their potential usefulness, The farmers
who wrestle with wheat-production fig-
ures and acreage overruns have demon-
strated the value of the associations in
securing accurate information regarding
individual farms. This work plainly
should continue. The associations can
keep records from year to year on the
production of each farmer and make un-

‘necessary in the future the tremendous

task of getting past records which con-
fronted the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration in the initial wheat pro-
gram.

The second and third fields of activity
of these associations tie in with the cen-
tralizing power of the Government, and
yet they allow local administration by
each assoclation.

No single farmer, or small group of
farmers alone can hope to keep abreast
of the shifting national and world agri-
cultural conditions which vitally affect
him. He must have adequate informa-
tion from some impartial source. That
source, logically, is the National Govern-
ment. Through the information-gather-
ing machinery of the Government, the
facts the farmer needs can be brought
directly to him through the county pro-
duction-control association,

Through the county production-control
association, too, the individual can act
(Continued on page 24)
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Local Leaders Terrace Kansas

JUMP FROM 1,000 to 70,000 acres
of terraced land in 5 years is the
record made by Kansas.

In 1928, terracing work made its small
beginning on 1.000 acres of demonstra-
tion terraces. In 1929, there were added
2,800 acres, 14,000 in 1930, 22,000 in 1931,
15,000 in 1932, and nearly 15,000 acres
this year. The area in Kansas now pro-
tected by terraces is approximately
70,000 acres. '

How has this outstanding success of
the terracing project in Kansas been
brought about? * Local leadership” is
the answer of John S. Glass, Kansas
extension specialist in rural engineering,
who is in charge of the State terracing
projects. Mr. Glass gives the lion’s share
of the credit to local leaders, who, under
the supervision of their county agents
and the extension specialists, have spent
much time and effort in spreading the
gospel of terracing among their neighbors.

In developing such local leaders, it
was found almost without exception that
the successful leaders were those who
had proved over a period of years that
they were willing to accept new ideas,
and having accepted such ideas, were
willing not only to profit by them them-
selves but were anxious to assist their
neighbors to enjoy the same profits.

Having picked men in the various
counties who were of the type willing

to accept new ideas, Mr. Glass began his
training period. The best potential
leader in the world is worthless unless
he is thoroughly informed concerning the
subjéct in which he is to lead.

Local leaders were trained in 23 leader-
training schools during 1929. In 1930,
80 of these schools were necessary, and
the same number were held in 1931. Al-
together, some 555 local leaders have
been given training and are of great
value in carrying on the Kansas ter-
racing project. In addition, more than
2,000 others have received partial train-
ing and are assisting in the work.

It is interesting to note that in Coffey
County the county agent was called out
of the county before the 1931 work was
finished, but the local leaders carried on
to the extent of terracing 300 additional
acres without the benefit of county-agent
supervision. .

These local leaders who have been
trained in the terracing work are com-
tinuing the work in their various coun-
ties, and each year finds more farm land
protected by terraces from washing and
gullying. There are approximately 100,-
000 farms in Kansas which require ter-
racing.

An obstacle in the path of terracing
progress is the fact that 42 percent of the
farms are tenant operated. “ But we are
not worrying about that yet”, said Mr.

Glass. “We have more than 55,000
owner-operated farms to work on before
we get to the tenant-operated farms. If
our local leaders continue as they have,
we'll get Kansas terraced.”

Rural Pageants

p OT ONLY in America, but all over
the world, rural people are taking
a renewed interest in pageants and fes-
tivals. Many of these native festivals
and ceremonies are described in a book-
let “What the Country Women of the
World are Doing ”, published by the Asso-
ciated Country Women of the World.
The United States is represented by the
description of a pageant given by home
demonstration club women in Marathon
County, Wis., and Rice County, Minn.:
“The Pioneer Woman,” presented in
many counties in South Dakota; * His-
torical Moments in Home Life in the
United States,” put on in Middlesex
County, Mass., a description of a New
Bngland Thanksgiving; and some of the
other more familiar celebrations,
Typical festivals from many countries
are described and suggestions given for
putting on rural pageants. The booklet
can be obtained from the Associated
Country Women of the World, 26 Eccles-
ton Street, London, S.W.I., for 2 shillings
sixpence.

N MISSOURI an underground egg-
I cooler has been designed. This is one
of the steps in the program for the pro-
duction of quality eggs. This program
has been developed in an effort to obtain
greater cooperation between the produc-
ers and buyers. The buyers desired to
purchase eggs In larger quantities and
of a standard grade, somewhat higher
than the run of farm eggs. These fac-
tors were the incentive to a change in
production methods. Dealers’ meetings,
candling schools, quality egg shows, egg
demonstrations, printed circulars, and
circular letters were some of the edu-
cational features of the campaign for
quality egg production.

The County Production

Control Association
(Continued from page 23)
most effectively upon a national program.
Suppose, in the case of wheat, that for
1933 the national and world conditions
are such that a 10-percent reduction in
wheat acreage from the base period is
deemed sufficient to keep production and
consumption in balance. The conditions

which led to this decision would be an-
nounced to association members as they
developed. When the decision was
reached, the word would go to the asso-
ciations and each farmer, under con-
tract to reduce as necessary, could then
individually do his part to put the plan
into operation.

County production-control associations
are formed, ready to help keep a sane
agricultural program going. The poten-

tialities for social discipline are there if
we but use them.

To see that the adjustment program
shifts from an emergency to a more
permanent basis without losing the ma-
chinery to keep it on a stable basis re-
quires that the county production-control
associations be used to the fullest ex-
tent, that they be kept alive, virile, and
with the fullest awareness of thelr
opportunity.



Selection and Use of Local Leaders

MRS. ANNETTE T. HERR

State Home Demonstration Leader, Massachusetts Extension Service

NE OF THR principal objectives
Oof the extension service program

is the development of the home-
maker. At times, the trees may obscure
a view of the forest, but the true meas-
ure of achievement in our work is the
growth of the individual.

There has never been a more oppor-
tune time for leaders of all kinds, who
have been trained through different
channels to show their Initiative and
resourcefulness. Homemakers are more
aware of the need for their dynamic
participation in affairs of local, State,
national, and even international scope.

Have our leaders measured up to what
has been expected of them by our own
group, and by the large circle of people
whom we have not served directly?

Parent Education

A few illustrations will answer this
question. One leader in the chiid devel-
opment, and parent education program
met with young mothers in her commun-
ity over a period of 2 years. She led
and guided the discussion of the prob-
lems brought by these mothers. Under
her leadership, a mothers’ ¢lub of 50
members was formed. Through their
own initiative, the women have secured
help in different phases of the subject
from outstanding people of the State.
They continue to select leaders to send
to the leader-training conferences held
by Mrs. Morley, child development and
parent education extension specialist.
These leaders have small groups of the
mothers’ clubs. The fine thing about this
piece of work is that more leaders are
being developed; they are using their
initiative to meet their local needs; and
the study is continuing after the meet-
ings of the organized project work are
ended. :

In another case in child development
and parent education, a young mother
has served as leader for 3 consecutive
years. This year she is recognized in
her community as the person to whom to
turn for suggestions and assistance. She
has definitely helped with weak groups,
with groups which had difficulty in get-
ting started, and in keeping up interest
in other groups. At the beginning of the
project this fall, five groups of mothers
reported as having been started through
the influence of her leadership.

In taking initiative, in getting facts,
and in making plans for helping the wel-
fare agencies to take care of food and
clothing needs of families on relief rolls,
our leaders have been outstanding and

recognized by all agencies as the people to
whom they can turn for guidance and help.

A nutrition leader in one town has
trained other homemakers to make a
home-to-home canvass among the women
on relief, in order to give them help in
buying foods which will meet the nutri-
tional requirements insofar as that was
possible with the money allowed for food.

In one of the cities when a nutrition
project for helping families with their
problems was organized, a nutrition
leader who had been very active in the
extension program over a period of 10
years was asked to organize and super-
vise the work. This leader has planned
many different kinds of programs for
these homemakers; for instapce, meet-
ings in the meat shops, so that the
women could learn about the cheap cuts
of meat. Printed directions for using
cheap cuts, compiled from suggestions of
homemakers who have had successful
experience in using these cuts, were
given to the women. The merchants co-
operated in a very fine way. The meat
shops were opened at night and definite
plans made to have study groups get this
information.

Responsibilities of Leaders

The responsibilities which leaders as-
sume during the time that an organized
project is being carried in a community
are only one index of the interest which
these leaders have in raising the stand-
ards of home and community life. The
enthusiasm which they have for finding
the facts of the situation and the cour-
age with which they face these facts is
evidenced long after the regular pro-
grams are brought to a close.

Another objective of the home-econom-
ics program of the Extension Service is
to make homemakers think so that they
are “aware” of situations, and so they
may evaluate the factors which go to
make fine living. There is nothing which
stimulates thinking more than respon-
sibility and a desire to do something
about it. Group discussion by leaders is
thought-provoking and leads to this prob-
lem of “awareness” of existing condf-
tions in family and community life.

The teaching leaders, as a rule, are
selected by the group of homemakers.
Help is given in planning through the
job to be done and deciding on the type
of person qualified to do this job. In
some places, the leaders are selected by
the town chairman, community commit-
tee, or home demonstration agent. We
have found these methods less satisfac-

tory, as it is most important that the
members of the local group feel their
responsibility to do their part in carry-
ing the project. This seems to work out
in a better way when they participate
in the selection of leaders.

Length of Service

We are often asked as to the number
of years a leader serves her community,
county, or State. Our interest is not
particularly in the length of time a
leader serves. A homemaker, because of
heavy responsibilities at home and in
other organigations, may feel she can
serve as a teaching leader for omly a
short period. This fact does not mean
that she is not a valuable person in the
fleld of leadership. Some of our finest
leaders can serve only a few months at a
time as teaching leaders, but their lead-
ership permeates the community, and
their influence is widespread. There are
some homemakers who have definitely
decided to use what abilities in leader-
ship they may have in just one organi-
zation, and they have been active leaders
in the Extension Service over a period
of 10 or 12 years. We find very often
that new leaders bring many new home-
makers—that is, new to the opportuni-
ties offered by the Extension Service—
into study groups.

Awards to Leaders

The problem of awarding leaders
comes up repeatedly. Although money
cannot repay leaders for the kind of
service they render, perhaps the paying
of at least their expenses might be justi-
fied. However, service is part of living,
and these homemakers choose to give
their services for this kind of adult edu-
cation. Many of our leaders have been
asked whether they would favor some
type of award for leaders. The concen-
sus of opinion has been that they are re-
paid by the personal help which they
receive. In some communities, the
leaders’ expenses are paid, but in most
places the leaders bear this expense
themselves.

Other educational agencies, especially
those who are engaged in relief work, are
most eager to use the leaders trained by
home demonstration agents and special-
ists, as they realize that they have had
training in getting facts, organizations,
setting up a plan, and executing the plan.

Some of the things which leaders have
done during the past year are as follows:

1. Taught groups of homemakers.

2, Helped in gathering data.

(Continued on page 26)
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Adjusting Agriculture in North Carolina

HANGING economic situations in

North Carolina during the past

few years have found the “ Tar-
heel” farmer constantly shifting his
plans to meet new conditions imposed.
He tried valiantly to meet the situations
by his own efforts, but he usually found
himself at the end of a year in a some-
what worse condition than that of the
previous year. Probably he was well sup-
plied with food, but his clothes were
more threadbare, and he despaired of
keeping his taxes paid or his interest
charges on the right side of the ledger.
~ Recent weeks have seen a decided
change. Things are not yet wholly satis-
factory, but there is a turn for the bet-
ter. The farmer is more hopeful, even
optimistic.

Two distinct lines of effort are respon-
sible for this. The first was the great
effort put forth by the farmers them-
selves to adjust their crop production to
meet the economic demand. This was
characterized by North Carolina’s suc-
cessful live-at-home campaign begun back
in 1928. During the § years since then,
there has been a decided shift from the
acreages planted to the so-called cash
crops to more food and feed crops for
home consumption. The number and
quality of livestock also were bettered,
and the shift prevented many thousands
of farmers from losing their lands en-
tirely. By growing their own food and
feed, they were enabled to apply the re-
turns from their cash crops to interest
charges on mortgages and to retire pro-
duction credit liens.

Living at Home

This perfod saw the corn crop gain
more than 325,000 acres and the hay
crop gain 266,000 acres. There was a
tremendous gain in the growing of home
gardens, especially among the tenant
class. Approximately 83,333 more acres
of gardens were planted in 1933 than in
1929, for instance; and this increase in
vegetable growing could be called the
outstanding accomplishment of the de-
pression period. Most of this acreage
was for home use.

I. 0. SCHAUB

Director, North Carolina Extension Service

There was also an increase of 15 per-
cent in the number of dairy cows; an in-
crease of 16 percent in brood sows, and
an increase of 14 percent in laying hens.
As in the case of gardens, these increases
were used for supplying home needs
mainly. Increasing our production of
these things took no market from other
sections for our people could not have
bought them in any event.

I. O. Schaub.

Naturally, there was a corresponding
decrease in the acreage of the so-called
cash crops. Cotton led in this with a re-
duction of more than 558,000 acres,
which is approximately 34 percent of the
area planted to the crop in the State.

The second feature of this adjustment
was the putting on of campaigns under
the direction of the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Administration during the past
year. The first of these campaigns was
the cotton-reduction movement in which
52,000 growers signed contracts and
plowed up their cotton as promised.
Some were reluctant at first; but as they
understood the real purpose of the move-
ment, they became enthusiastic over its
Success.

Following the cotton campaign came
the tobacco crisis. When the warehouses
first opened, prices were decidedly un-
favorable; and, under the leadership of
the Governor, a marketing holiday was

declared. An intensive campaign was
put on to secure signatures to reduction
agreements, and in 10 days more than
55,000 of the agreements had been vol-
untarily signed, representing over 95 per-
cent of the acreage planted to flue-cured
tobacco in North Carolina.

‘When the markets reopened and buy-
ers had the assurance that growers
would reduce their crop in 1934, prices
began to improve, until now the growers
are getting about twice as much for their
crop as they would have been paid under
the old schedule.

Improved Conditions

As a result, therefore, of the farmers’
own efforts toward adjustment and their
full cooperation with the Administration
in the emergency measures, a majority
of North Carolina growers at the present
time find themselves with more actual
cash than they have had during the 6-
year period. This condition reflects it-
self in the number of automobiles being
sold in the State, which during October
and November amounted to approxi-
mately twice the number sold during a
similar period a year ago. This: condi-
tion is further reflected in the decided
increase in the number of sewing ma-
chines sold and particularly in the in-
creased business of clothing merchants
and others furnishing supplies to farm
families.

Recently, I was driving through the
eastern part of the State. We had just
gone through one of the towns having a
large tobacco market when we passed a
farmer driving his wagon on his way
home from the tobacco market. Before
we overtook him, it was clear that he
had a number of packages in his wagon.
I noticed a bag of sugar, a bag of flour,
and other packages which I wag unable
to identify; but, most significant of all,
was the boy’s little red wagon which he
had evidently just purchased and was
taking home. I remarked to my com-
panion, “ That is the most significant
evidence of better conditions in North
Carolina that I have seen in a number
of years.”

Selection and Use of
Local Leaders
(Continued from page 25)
8. Helped in relief programs.
4. Supervised community canning.

Page 26

5. Visited homes to help families on
welfare rolls.

6. Assisted in getting families on re-
lief into regular educational classes con-
ducted by extension workers and the
department of education.

7. In some communities leaders have
taken the initiative in finding a suitable
meeting place such as an abandoned
schoolhouse, hosehouse, or hall, and in
converting it into an attractive conven-
lent community center.



1933 Was a Busy Year for Extension
Workers

Production-adjustment campaigns, relief activities, and organization credit facilities
on top of the usual routine

Making out the production-adjustment contract was a real job Bringing together the credit needs of the farmer and the credit
for all concerned. tacilities of the Government. ,
Posters and window exhibits carried the story of the wheat sur- Savings effected through the farmers’ mutual exchange helps
plus to farmers in the wheat area. balance the farm-home budget.
Reading the extensifon story on the The products of relief gardens and a community can- Cooperation in the development of
farm page of the local paper. nery—a familiar sight. an adequate hot school lunch serv-

i e . -

ice enlists the best abilities of the
home demonstration agents.
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Arthur L. Deering. George E. Lord.

Maine Appointments

HE DUTIES of extension director and dean of the College of Agriculture of

the University of Maine have been combined with the appointment of Arthur
L. Deering as dean to succeed Dr. Leon Stephen Merrill, who died September 3,
1933. Mr. Deering has been extension director since January 1, 1931,

Mr. Deering was born and reared on a large dairy farm at Denmark, Maine, on
January 13, 1888. He was educated at Bridgton Academy in Maine and at the
University of Maine, where he received a bachelor of science degree in 1912,

His agricultural experience includes working on his father’s farm, working for
a Boston milk contractor, taking care of a dairy herd at college, and teaching agri-
culture at Hartland Academy in Maine, as well as working in the Extension Service.
Mr. Deering was county agent in Kennebec County, Maine, from 1912 to 1920, when
he became county agent leader of that State. In 1928 he was made assistant
director of the Maine Extension Service.

George E. Lord, county agent leader for Maine since 1930, has been apppointed
assistant director of the Maine Extension Service. He will continue his duties as
county agent leader.

Mr. Lord was born and reared on a dairy farm in York County, Maine. As a
boy he became interested in the 4-H club projects which he carried for 4 years.
He graduated from the West Lebanon High School in 1918 and followed with a post-
graduate course at Sanford High School in 1919. In 1924 he graduated with a
bachelor of science degree from the College of Agriculture of the University of
Maine. Mr. Lord was county agricultural agent in Franklin County, Maine, for
5 years.

A Good Preliminary Survey

EWLY appointed County Agent

Carl A. Anderson sums up the agri-
cultural situation in Columbia County,
Wash., for his director. This is a fine ex-
ample of the sort of information thal is most
useful in making up a counly program,
and in reporting erlension progress.

The problems as I see them at the
present are the following: A parity price
for farm products especially wheat, cattle,
sheep, dairy products, and hogs; a farm

account system for each and every farm;
erosion control, the heavy soil of the
higher altitudes are coming closer to rock
as each year goes on, and the hills are so
steep that no plan yet devised will apply;
replanting of pastures, especially along
the Touchet, Tucannon, and Pataha;
self-supplied farms whenever practicable; a
study as to whether commercial poultry
raising is practicable in the county; de-
veloping an interest for the younger farm-

ers so that they will stay on the farms
rather than move to larger city districts;
organizing the farm boys and girls under
high-school age into 4-H clubs; dispersing
of all extension and agriculture adjust-
ment information to the parties interested;
solving the dairyman’s many problems,
especially at the present time of trying
to make dairying pay at 16 cents for
butterfat and $12 a ton for hay; the laying
of the foundation for a land classification
program; and the elimination of marginal
lands. These are a few of the problems
of this district, and there will be and are
several that I do not know of at the pres-
ent time.

It will take more research on my part
to decide which of the problems will have
to be made the major one for the coming
year. I would judge from the appearance
of things at present that the Agricultural
Adjustment Act will first demand atten-
tion, then the farm account system which
should easily lead to possible solutions of
several of the other problems and be useful
information in the land classification
program which I believe is going to come
in the near future.

In order to give a picture of the Colum-
bia County work that can be done it_may
be well to know the conditions of the
people and the country. Columbia
County at present is mostly devoted to
the production of wheat and beef stock.

Each farmer generally keeps a few
head of hogs and a flock of chickens for
his own use and probably a few to sell.
In the last few years there has been
some tendency toward sheep raising other
than on the large sheep ranches, as all
farming enterprises have not been paying
to the producer. :

In the Touchet Valley there are several
large orchards which produce a good
quality of fruit, but because of the exces-
sive freight rates and low prices of fruit
several of these are being pulled out or
poorly cared for. There is a demand at
the present time for peas grown on the
land of the higher altitudes which are
being canned in Walla Walla. In certain
vears quite a few acres of potatoes are
grown on higher lands, both the quality
and yield being good.

¢ RN loans have boomed lumber

sales”, may be a queer statement.
However, the demand for lumber for corn
cribs which are required for the storage
of loan corn, has doubled in some of the
Corn Belt States. Lumber has been
shipped from the northwestern and south-
ern mills to fill this need. This is just
more evidence of the far-reaching
effects of the agricultural adjustment
program,
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Marketing Georgia’s Farm Products

HE selling of Georgia produce to

Georgia markets has brought a new
inoome to the farmers of the RSiate.
Farmers were faoed with depression
prioes for cotton—their cash orop. Mem-
bers of the extension staff have aided the
farmers in golving this prodlem of farm
income, as related in the following article
by Charles Reynolds, agricultural editor,
University of Georgta.

ITH THE New Year 1932 came

‘; ‘/ the dismal realization that the
Georgia farmer was far from ad-

justed to changed conditions which had
already brought cotton, the money erop
of Georgia and the South, to the lowest
price quotation the commodity has
reached in more than 100 years. It was
not a characteristic New Year; there
was little evidence of hope for brighter
days, for a dreaded specter of harassing
debt had settled itself on the Georgia
farmer and on practically every other
group in the State and Nation, although,
to that time at least, industry had been
able to maintain many important prod-
ucts at a relatively high price. This
made the farmer’s burden even heavier.
Examining the situation in an attempt
to discover opportunities for the Georgia
farmer and his family to obtain money,
the officials of the Georgia Agricultural
Extension Service uncovered other facts,
which were outwardly disturbing but
which suggested a solution. Marketing
specialists studied the tabulations from
a survey conducted in the fall of 1981
and found that Georgia had bought dur-
ing 1931 a total of $48,000,000 worth of
staple foods and feeds outside of the
State. Most of these could have been
grown and bought at home. In addi-
tion, they estimated that salable foods
and miscellaneous products from the
farms could be marketed to return ap-
proximately the same amount of money.
They also concluded that practically the
only thing lacking was a system of get-
ting the products to the potential buyers.

Survey Shows Facts

The survey of 1931 was inaugurated
to discover whether or not local markets
could be considered as possible sources
of income. The requirements of the five
largest markets in the State—Atlanta,
Augusta, Columbus, Macon, and Savan-
nah—were shown as a result of this sur-
vey. The next thing was the dissemina-
tion of this information. County agri-
cultural agents and home demonstration
agents gathered at the headquarters of
the Extension Service, College of Agri-

Roadside signs help to procure purchasers of Georgia produce.

culture of the University of Georgia, and
were acquainted with the possibilities
of establishing a new source of income
for the farm home. Through other meet-
ings and conferences, attended by whole-
sale commission men, leading farmers,
and others, additional facts were brought
to light.

Steps were taken toward centralizing
the marketing activities of each com-
munity. In many places warehouses
were obtained where the more staple
commodities could be stored for the con-
venience of buyers and transporters.
The warehouses also proved advanta-
geous to the farmers in obtaining higher
prices. At other points where the vol-
ume of business would not justify the
renting of wyrehouses, the buyers were
regularly given Iinformation regarding
the location of produce for sale. Be-
tween January 1 and September 1, 1932,
these supply depots handled the equiva-
lent of 750 carloads of feed and food-
stuffs. These figures do not include any
of the more staple products, the regular
sales of hogs, corn, poultry, watermelons,
and other cash crops of long standing;
nor do they include data of the sales
between September 1 and December 31,
1932.

Sales of Products

For 1933, extension marketing activi-
ties were divided into a women’s mar-
keting project, including retail curb mar-
kets, with Mrs. Leila R. Mize, extension
specialist, in charge, and into a general
marketing project, directed by C. G. Gar-

ner, extension economist in marketing.
The sales of small surpluses of many
miscellaneous products from Georgia's
farm homes greatly aided farm-family
living during the year. These sales
amounted to $495,443.07, or a growth of
an estimated 94 percent over the pre-
vious year. Whereas 20 counties were
giving attention to the work in 1932,
those participating in 1933 totaled 94.

The income has been partly obtained
through sales of curb markets, of which
there are now 20. Sales reported
through these markets amounted to $281,-
918. Other income was derived from
sales at roadside markets and from di-
rect selling by the producer to the grocer
or to the consumer. Of the 32 roadside
markets reporting, the average sales
amounted to $138.37. The roadside mar-
ket 1s one of the most promising unde-
veloped outlets for farm-home products
in Georgia.

In this project and in an effort to real-
ize every possible benefit for the farmer,
extension people developed such new or
different demonstrations as a country
produce store at Columbus, which sells
farm-home products on a commission ba-
sis; a cooperative home-demonstration
group in Crab Apple community, Fulton
County, which sells at the Sears Roebuck
Market in Atlanta in order to save trans-
portation; a curb market with a cream-
testing station, egg circle, and community
cannery supplied with electric power at
Cordele; a typical open-air curb market
at Valdosta; and a method of making
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Cheddar cheese in the farm homes of
Pickens and other counties.

Marketing work in Georgia has not
been free of problems, and many of them
have been especially difficult. The cost
of assembling and moving produce to
market has been prohibitive in many in-
stances, but the retail markets have aided
here. The use of depots, both formal and
informal, have helped; and some county
agents found that roadside signs calling
attention to the depots are valuable.
But, what was probably the most effec-
tive method of overcoming incoordination
in the project, according to Mr. Garner,
was the use of 5 special marketing agents
in the 5 larger centers of the State.
These agents were making great strides
when called on to aid in the 1933 cotton-
acreage reduction campaign of the Agri-
cultural Adjustment Adminjistration.
However, the production-adjustment ac-
tivities of the next few years will hasten
the conditions for which extension forces
have been hoping—a comprehensive live-
at-home program.

Business Increasing

One of the special agents, J. William
Fanning, who was in the Macon territory
until May 15, 1933, has outlined activities
there, in part as follows: “ Results were
somewhat more definite than before; the
attitude of the buyers showed marked
improvement as they gained confldence in
the program; many new contacts were
made and there are unlimited possibilities
for the work.” Indicating the possibili-
ties, he wrote that one of the regular
truck buyers in Macon, through whom
several sales had been made, asked about
getting giant stringless beans and Mar-
globe tomatoes from the mountain sec-
tion near Dahlonega. He wanted several
hundred hampers of each during the sum-
mer. The information was immediately
relayed to the county agent at Dahlonega
who later conferred with the buyer. Be-
fore planting time the agent called a
group of farmers to his office and had
them discuss with potential buyers pos-
sible prices and demands. Satisfactory
marketing arrangements were made.

New Developments

During 1934 there will be several im-
portant developments to be considered.
“It is possible that the Agricultural Ad-
justment Administration’s programs will
intensify the problems because of reduc-
tion of acres in basic commodities. At
the same time, it is possible that the ac-
tivities of the National Recovery Admin-
istration will culminate in a higher pur-
chasing power among the laboring class
in the cities which will call for a greater

L. 8. Ellis, C. G. Garman.

HE NEW appointees of the Farm Credit Administration who will form a

cooperative contact between the Extension Service and the Farm Credit system,
Dr. C. G. Garman and Dr. L. S. Ellis, will carry on an educational program to facili-
tate the dissemination of information among county agricultural agents and inter-
ested farmers. They will make their contacts through the State agricultural
colleges within the 12 land-bank districts.

Dr. Garman will cover the Eastern and Southern States for the Extension
Service. Dr. Ellis will work in the Central and Western States. Both of these
men have had experience in economic extension work in the past which will be of
ald in their present activity.

Due to the increased interest and value which will be attached to the economic
problems of farm management and agricultural adjustment by the new program of
production credit and production control, H, M. Dixon, in charge of agricultural
economics extension, Extension Service, announced the following organization for
his staff: L. M. Vaughan will work with the Western States; P. V. Kepner, the
Central States; R. B. Corbett with the Eastern States; and an assignment in the
Southern States will be made soon. These men as well as others in the division
will cooperate with the State extension economists in the development of their
educational programs in agricultural economics.

supply of miscellaneous products,” Mr.
Garner has deglared. A more systematic
approach will probably be made to ac-
commodate new conditions.

At any rate, completed plans will cre-
ate newer outlets for additional thou-
sands of dollars worth of poultry and
dairy products, cakes, nuts, popcorn, lye-
hominy, fresh vegetables and fruits,
home-canned products, some of the more
staple goods, livestock, and other prod-
ucts. Special agents will again be em-
ployed in marketing projects; and county
agricultural and home demonstration
agents, extension specialists and other
interested persons will attack the prob-
lem with renewed vigor because they
know the money derived from this source
has paid off old debts of long standing,

has sent children to school, has allowed
better dental care, has bettered home
conditions, and has purchased new
clothes and shoes.

One little boy said recently that he
has “lots more breeches since mother
goes to market.”

ARM WOMEN of North Carolina
F sold more than $300,000 worth of
produce through club, curb, and other
markets during 1933. Cooperation be-
tween the town and country women was
greatly facilitated by market meetings.
Local merchants were willing to cooper-
ate because the farm women spent the
money from the sales in buying supplies
for the farm home.
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Early Potato Growers Plan Controlled

NDICATIONS pointed to a 25 per-
cent increase in the early potato
acreage of the Southeast. Farmers

who had joined production-control asso-
ciations and signed a contract with the
Secretary of Agriculture to reduce their
acreage in cotton and tobacco began to
look with interest and envy at the good
potato profits of last year. High potato
prices were largely due to curtailed sup-
ply because of unfavorable weather con-
ditions in the Middle West and other
competing areas. Southeastern growers
and marketing agencies wanted to keep
the prices up so as to get an adequate
profit. They saw with alarm the tendency
to increase acreage, thus stimulating
production beyond the requirements of
consumers which have proved fairly
inelastic. The growing of potatoes in
the Southeast is expensive involving a
relatively large per-acre cash invest-
ment, which would make an expensive
crop to destroy when it is once produced.
It looked as though something had to be
done quickly. Potatoes were not one of
the major crops mentioned in the Agri-
cultural Adjustment Act and no arrange-
ments had been made to take advantage
of Federal production-control measures.

Meetings Held

In this emergency the North Carolina
Produce Growers Cooperative Associa-
tion, representing most of the marketing
and financing agencies of the North Caro-
lina and Norfolk, Va., potato growing
regions, called a meeting in cooperation
with the Interstate Early Potato Com-
mittee. About 95 percent of the tonnage
shipped out of this important early pota-
to area was represented at this meeting.
Fifty or sixty representatives of market-
ing and flnancing agencies, together with
about 1560 of the important growers met
at the courthouse in Washington, N.C.,
on December 21. They agreed that dras-
tic action must be taken to curb the ten-
dency to expand. Those present, repre-
senting 75 percent of the tonnage, signed
an agreement that no grower would be
financed who did not plant in 1933, and
that other growers would not be financed
for an acreage greater than that planted
in 1933.

They agreed further to use their influ-
ence in discouraging all growers who do
not need financing from increasing the
1933 acreage in 1934. It will be possible
to check on the growers requiring financ-
ing since now all records showing the
number of acres on which crop liens are
L ]

Production

given are flled in the county court house
and are available for inspectlon. Ship-
pers, representing 20 percent of the ton-
nage, agreed not to finance more than a
specified acreage.

Eastern Shore Acts

The Eastern Shore of Virginia and
Maryland, a favored spot for the grow-
ing of early potatoes, became aware of
the same. disturbing indications of a
glutted potato market in 1934. News of
the North Carolina meeting and agree-
ment reached them and crystallized their
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This telegram was read to a group of potato
growers and distributors meeting on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland to discuss the
problem of a threatened overproduction of
early potatoes in that area. The signa-
tures at the bottom represent 80 percent of

the tonnage of potatoes handled on the
Eastern Shore.

determination to get together all those
interested In the growing and distribut-
ing of Eastern Shore potatoes and do
something. The three government-backed
financing organizations, the Bank for Co-
operatives, Crop Production Associations,
and Intermediate Credit Banks, gave
their fullest cooperation. “ The Eastern
Shore growers and distributors showed
the most whole-hearted response to a
production-control plan of any group I
have ever seen’’, says A. E. Mercker,
secretary of the Interstate Early Potato
Committee, “and that in the face of
exceptionally good prices last year—$3.65
gross f.o.b. per barrel in Virginia and
$4.40 in Maryland.” The agreement sug-
gested by the three financing organiza-
tions from Baltimore in a telegram to the

group meeting was signed by representa
tives of 90 percent of the tonnage han-
dled on the Eastern Shore.

Will these agreements be effective?
Past experience would indicate they would
for this is not the first time the early
potato growers have taken such a step,
though this is on a much larger scale
than ever before. In 1920 the growers
around Elizabeth City, N.C., were faced
with a similar situation. Intentions tc
plant indicated a big increase in acreuage
which would most certainly break the
market for all. A similar agreement was
signed by financing and distributing
agencies which kept the acreage in this
area about the same as the previous year.
As a result, prices stood up, and the
Elizabeth City potato growers had a
prosperous 1930 season.

These events are not accidental, com-
ing unheralded out of the blue, but point
definitely back to 5 years of intensive
educational work by the Interstate Early
Potato Committee. This committee is
composed of representatives of producers’
organizations, financing and distributing
organizations, United States Department
of Agriculture, the State Extension Serv-
ice in the 5 southeastern early potato
States, and the North Carolina State De-
partment of Agriculture, whose entire ob-
Jective is to make potato production
profitable for all. Their efforts have
brought about a greater degree of unity
of action among those growing, handling,
and financing potatoes. Through educa-
tion, a better understanding of outlook,
demand, and supply information has been
developed. Intensive efforts have been
made to adjust acreage and through this
the possible supply of southeastern early
potatoes to meet the requirements of the
market. From the staft the law of sup-
ply and demand has been fully recog-
nized. As a result, nearly all agencies
in the industry have given a great deal
of their time and energy without re-
muneration to help solve the problems
confronting them. The cooperation re-
ceived is becoming increasingly better so
that now from 85 percent to 90 percent
of the organizations controlling the
financing of production in Florida, 90
percent in Georgia and South Carolina,
96 percent in North Carolina and Nor-
folk, Va., sections, and 86 percent on the
Eastern Shore of Virginia and Maryland
are cooperating with the committee un-
der voluntary agreements.

The work of the committee has been
entirely educational. Each fall the com-

Puge 81
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mittee meets and makes deflnite acreage
recommendations after a careful study
of the facts of supply and demand.
Growers’ meetings to discuss the outlook
for the potato crop are then held
throughout the area, timing them about
8 months before planting time. The
meetings begin in Florida about October
and move north, finishing on the Eastern
Shore before the first of the year. Often
they are held at country stores rather
" chan at schools or courthouses, as the

dirt farmer seems to like it better and:

feels more at ease in asking questions.

Growers have often been able to make
acreage adjustments and effect economies
in production which have minimizsed
losses or increased profits because of the
information gained.

Corn-Hog Production Ad-
justment for 1934—What

It Proposes to Accomplish
(Continued from page 20)

We are coming to realize that keep-
ing a neutral price relationship between
feed grain and livestock really is a
trivial thing when both groups of com-
modities are being produced in excess
volume. Livestock feeders are coming to
realize that if there are too many cattle
and too many hogs to bring prices that
compare favorably with the general price
level, insisting on cheap feed and resist-
ing group-adjustment programs are not
proper ways of correcting the difficulty.
Although cheap feed seems fortunate for
a short time, if it puts a particular farm
enterprise in an unusually favorable po-
sition, outsiders inevitably will change
over to crowd a more prosperous enter-
prise.

Without question, the uniformity of in-
terest among farmers had been due in
large part to the educational work done
by extension workers, teachers of voca-
tional agriculture, newspaper people, and
others who have brought before the
farmers day after day the real facts
of the problem we face. Undoubtedly
there is a much better general under-
standing of the fundamental causes for
the disparity between farm prices and
prices of other things than we have
known at any time in the past. Just the
same, it is entirely possible that a large
block of farmers for one reason or an-
other may have faith in the production-
control program and may sign contracts
without having a sufficient understanding
of the fundamental facts involved. It is
to be hoped that such will not generally
be the case. It is unsafe to project long-
time programs if the people are not really
ready for them.

National 4-H Club Radio Program
Annual Theme: 4-H Club Work Influences the Farm and Home

Fourth Phase—More Profitable Livestock and Poultry, a Result of 4-H Club Work

Saturday, April 7, 12:30 to 1: 30 p.m., Eastern Standard Time

Building Up My Dairy Herd______________ 4-H club boy from Ohlo.
Our Poultry Flock Has Improved Since I
Became a 4-H Club Member______________ 4-H club girl from West Virginia.

Community or County Improvement of Live-
stock or Poultry Through 4-H Club Work._ Ex‘t,ension Specialist from West

irginia.

Valuable Educational Training in Livestock
Club Work Extension Specialist, Extension
Service, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Music We Should Know—Fourth Phase of
the 1934 National 4-H Music Hour Featur-
ing Compositions by Shubert, Mendelssohn,

Rachmaninoff, Ghys, Yradier and Wagner.  United States Marine Band.

Extension Workers Assist

It is in this connection that extension
workers are a particularly important part
of the machinery for putting adjustment
plans into operation and keeping them
going. Extension workers, teachers of
agriculture, and others cooperating in the
educational work are doing the Govern-
ment and farmers a genuine service by
helping with details connected with re-
duction contracts, production reports,
etc.,, but from the long-time point of
view they render still greater service
by continually interpreting for farmers
the real picture of our present-day sup-
ply-demand situation. We must develop
an interest and understanding which is
founded on more than the desire for im-
mediate monetary gain.

Perhaps one of the appealing charac-
teristics, and certainly one of the most
encouraging characteristics, of the volun-
tary adjustment program has been the
development of active local administra-
tive units. Most of the work is in the
hands of the farmers themselves. Com-
mitteemen elected by farmers from
among their own folks will be in charge
of necessary corrections and adjustments
in contracts.

Even though we will not know for a
little while exactly to what extent the
corn-hog program is being accepted, it is
clear that farmers as a group now seem
definitely committed to a program of
planned agricultural production. The
corn-hog section of the Agricultural Ad-
Justment Administration has done its
best to devise a plan which will utilize
effectively this new trend in thought.
We have made every effort to devise a
contract which would apply the least dif-
ficulty to the many different farm situa-
tions. Although many questions have

arisen which could not be answered with-
out qualifications, either in the negative
or the affirmative, the aim all along has
been toward a fair and practical plan
outline. Occasional miscalculations prob-
ably have been made and more probably
will be made in the future. But as we
develop a real spirit of cooperation, nec-
essary modifications can be made with-
out misunderstanding and confusion.

The corn-hog program is the biggest
single effort and the most complex
yet undertaken. Nevertheless, corn-hog
farmers by reason of their recent hard-
ships have become receptive to a new
program. This is not tosay that we need
expect every corn-hog farmer will par-
ticipate in 1984. Although the individ-
ual participant is reducing the number
of litters farrowed and marketable hogs
produced by 25 percent and his corn acre-
age by 20 percent under his 2-year aver-
age, the percentage of reduction that will
be obtained over the country as a whole
probably will be somewhat lower. But
given reasonable support, the 1934 corn-
hog program will make a very substan-
tial adjustment and should improve in-
come as well as prices very materially
for the coming 1934-85 season.

The general outlook is bright and we
seem to be advancing step by step from
a period of discouragement and despair
to a period of hope and happiness. May
extension workers continue to point the
way along this road.

CCOUNTS of 250 Kansas farmers

in 19 counties where intensive farm-

management work is now being carried

on were analyzed and changes in prac-

tices suggested. Reports show that 76

percent of these farmers adopted the
suggestions offered.



‘ACROSS - THE - EDITOR’S - DESK-

Real Accomplishment

NE OF the most significant suggestions made at the
O recent conference of farm paper editors held in
Washington on the invitation of Secretary Wallace
was that made by Dan Wallace, editor of The Farmer
and of the Farmer’s Wife, and Clifford Gregory, editor of
The Prairie Farmer. In the closing session of the confer-
ence which was held with Chester Davis, Administrator
of the Agricultural Adjustment Act, these two urged the
development and strengthening of the commodity
production control organizations to a point where
through them the producers themselves might take as
far as possible the responsibility for the local application
of the adjustment program. By so doing they argued
that the Department and the Adjustment Administra-
tion would be able to deal mainly with the broad
policies involved in making each program effective and
would not be burdened with a multitude of details
arising from an effort to handle from Washington the
many local adjustments that will be required to meet
adequately the conditions facing individual producers
and various groups of producers.

They pointed out the road that we must travel as
extension workers to make the commodity production
associations effective. This is the real challenge of the
adjustment program to us—to aid producers through
their own organizations, an effort to reap fair farm
prices and to insure to themselves and their families
an adequate standard of living. I recognize the many
difficulties that this work involves. It is not an easy
thing to accomplish. Yet, if we do succeed in any
considerable measure in this effort, I feel that we will
have met the test of our day and generation and can be
justly proud to have done so.

A Gallant Figure

N 1 READ in the copy for this issue of the REViEW
the contribution by J. A. Evans on Thirty Years In
The Cotton Belt, my mind goes back 5 years ago to the
celebration at Houston, Tex., of the twenty-fifth anni-
versary of the founding of demonstration work. I have
an especially vivid recollection of one part of that
historic celebration. It was of J. A. Evans telling the
story of the beginning of demonstration work. He read
no elaborate paper. He indulged in no rhetorical
flurishes. It was a simple direct story that he told of
that great leader, Dr. Seaman A. Knapp. In the telling
of that story was expressed the faith and undying
loyalty to a cause that has made J. A. Evans for 30
years one of the preeminent and loved leaders in the
demonstration movement. You felt as you listened to
Mr. Evans at Houston the great personal power to win
men to his way of thinking that Dr. Knapp possessed.
You felt, too, that Dr. Knapp passed this power on to
those other men whom he chose to carry on the demon-
stration movement and with a force that enabled them
to extend its influence undiminished to literally millions
of rural people, old and young.

I first came to know Mr. Evans in 1915, when I was
young, inexperienced, and, I fear, too often impatient
with the need of going steadily and slowly at the ex-
tension job. Mr. Evans had a way with him then of
steadying you down without discouraging you—a rare
gift, indeed. He has that gift still. It is a gift that
belongs only to those who are young at heart. Mr.
Evans has, too, a keen sense of justice and a willingness
to fight for a square deal for those whom he considers
unfairly dealt with. Hypocrisy, cowardice, self-centered
and unscrupulous ambition, and the many other mean-
nesses, great and little, that affect most of us in varying
degrees, were left out of the character of J. A. Evans.

Because he has reached the retirement age of 70
years, Mr. Evans is now leaving active service with the
Washington office. He goes with our heart-felt wish
that he may have many years of happiness and appre-
ciated activity ahead of him. He is to me, as I know
he is to the many extension workers who have known
and worked with him, a brave and gallant figure.

How Shall | Farm?

RECENTLY I went on a rather hasty trip through six
of the major corn and hog-producing States when
the sign-up of adjustment contracts was getting into
full swing. During one of the days I spent in Iowa, I
drove with Leslie Combs, extension editor, from Ames
to Denison, passing through four counties. As we
went, we visited with county agents, newspaper
editors, and farmers. Of course, we found producers
keenly interested in the allotment benefits coming to
them under the plan. But, apparently, they were
equally interested in knowing how the new program
would affect their future farming plans.

Accustomed to grow on a given farm acreage, a given
acreage of corn, and a corresponding number of hogs,
farmers were asking each other the question, “ How shall
I farm my land if I am to grow less corn and fewer
hogs?” This impression that I received from talking
with farmers was confirmed by both newspaper editors
and county agents. “Sure”, was the comment, *‘they
are doing a lot more than fixing up papers so they can
get some ready cash. They are thinking and figuring
how they can best farm under the new program.
They hope it is the first step toward a better way of
farming and of living. They want to know how they
can best plan to make the Adjustment Act do the
job for them for which it was enacted.”

Certainly, the cotton program, the wheat program,
and the corn-hog program are preparing the mental
seed bed for a better understanding of intelligent and
balanced production. With this opportunity, it is
frankly up to us, I believe, to be sure that our sugges-
tions to producers on farm management and the
selection of crops to be grown are practical and sound
and will insure to them the fair exchange value which
is the aim of the Adjustment Act. It is a serious
responsibility. R. B.



PICTURES
TELL THE EXTENSION STORY

No matter how clearly you write or how simply you speak, there will always be
some who do not understand.  Photographs give authentic support to your statements.

Here are some of the ways in which county extension agents are using photographs
to strengthen the agricultural adjustment program.

1. For film strips presenting localized information.

2. For illustrating news stories in local newspapers.

3. For use on printed letterheads for circular letters.

4. For use as enlargements in exhibits and window displays.

PLAN NOW FOR THE PICTURES YOU NEED

PREPARE AN OUTLINE LISTING THE IMPORTANT POINTS TO BE ILLUSTRATED . . ..
INDICATE THE MONTH WHEN CONDITIONS WILL BE BEST FOR PROCURING EACH
PICTURE . .. .. . CONSULT THE OUTLINE FREQUENTLY AND TAKE EACH PICTURE
WHEN THE PROPER TIME ARRIVES.

Write for information about uses of photographs in county extension work
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especially for the greater happiness
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In This Issue

WHAT are the measures that
must be taken to bring about
economic recovery? Rexford G.
Tugwell, Assistant Secretary of
Agriculture, outlines in a clear,
concise statement the road we
must take to bring about complete
recovery. Hepointsouttheimpor-
tanceof thesimultaneousrecovery
of both agriculture and industry
and their interdependence to-
gether with the impetus given to
revived buying power by the pub-
licworksprogram. ““Thefailureof
any one of these three attacks to
attain its objective”, says Assist-
antSecretary Tugwell, “ meansthe
partial failure of the others and
the necessity of beginning anew.”

WHAT makes for success in con-
ducting county production
adjustment campaigns? County
agents C. H. Beddingfield in Ala-
bama, J. B. Hill in Oklahoma, and
W.M. Landessin Tennessee, agree
thatcommitteemenandlocallead-
ers played a big part in getting
farmers to plow up cotton in 1933
and to sign contracts to reduce
their cotton acreage this year.
Representatives of cotton, land,
and banking interests, as well as
localnewspapers and theradiosta-
tions, cooperated in conducting the
campaign in their counties.

L 3 “Is IT possible that the
] increased purchas-
ing power of farm folks
y forwhichtheadjustment
movement is inaugu-
rated, coupled with an increased
desire on the part of farm folks to eat
their cake in order to have it, may in
time set free the small or Iarge sum of
money to install plumbing, remodel
kitchens and install other labor-saving
devices? Arewealert tothispossibility
and ready to meet it with the best pos-
sible information?” These are perti-
nent questions raised by Minnie Price,
Ohio State home demonstration leader.
THE training of 4-H club officers in
Indiana during the last 3 years has
resulted in much improvement in the
conducting of local club meetings.
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On The Calendar

Washington State 4-H Club
Camp, Pullman, Wash., June
11-16.

National 4-H Club Camp,
Washington, D.C., June 14-20.

American Association for the
Advancement of Science, Berke-
ley, Calif., June 18-23.

Farm and Home Week, Am-
herst, Mass., July 24-27.

HEopinionsof Iowa farm wom-

Ten differ regarding the most
important benefits to be derived
from the Agricultural Adjustment
program. Facts gathered from a
survey conducted among farm
women in 10 counties give in-
creased farm income first place.
Also, in the list were such benefits
astheopportunity for more leisure
time, trainingincooperativeeffort,
the development of a long-time
national land-use program, and
the possibility of developing a
better understanding between
country and town.
HAT will farmers do
with their con-
-| tracted acreage? IFrank
| E. Balmer, Washington
State extension director,
believes that the contracted acre-
age provides one of the best oppor-
tunities for a program of soil im-
provement and erosion control
ever offered to farmers. He pre-
sents a program for handling this
acreage in his State which in-
cludes permanent seeding in gul-
lies, hilltop planting, soil improve-
ment, weed control, and soil pro-
tection crops.

Mlssoumextension workerslastyear
planned a program of activities
particularly for young people from 18
years of age to the age when adult
extension work is taken up. They felt
the necessity of keeping up the interest
of these young people in agriculture,
homemaking,and community-building
activities after they had left club work.
HE local news story is an important
medium in Illinois for getting in-
formationoncrop reduction campaigns
to farmers.
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The Road to Economic Recovery”

country to the first 3 years of
depression. Down and down went

the curves of business activity. Longer
and longer grew the lines of idle work-
ers and the rows of idle machines. The
whole constituted a challenge to the
American people to act as a body—to
remedy a ridiculous situation which had
developed out of their acting separately.
What positive measures could be un-
dertaken? Let us see. The breakdown
came at a time when our economy was
a spotted reality of competition and con-
trol—with the control intrusted to irre-
sponsible trustees. In 19290 we did not
have a system of free competition and
flexible prices. True, in some areas like
farming, we have had highly flexible
prices and a considerable number of
individuals actively competing in both
production and price. This flexibility in
prices received by the farmer, however,
has not been permitted to reach the con-
sumer, 80 to be reflected back to the pro-
ducer as an accurate, prompt thermome-
ter of demand. Rigid freight rates, rigid
interest charges, and relatively rigid
wage rates and dividends of the pro-
cessing and distributing trades have in-
tervened. From 1929 to 1933, prices paid
to farmers fell 61 percent, but retail
prices paid by consumers for food fell
only 36 percent. If prices throughout
our economy had been as flexible as
those in the farm area were, it is quite
possible that the 1929 depression would
have been of minor consequence. The
truth was, however, that an important
part of our economy had prices which
were mnot responsive—as theoretically
they should have been—to changes in
supply or demand. At the furtherest
extreme are railroad and public utility
rates, steel rails, and many other goods
and services whose prices were fixed
over very considerable periods of time.

C ONSIDER the reaction of the

* Condensed from an address given by As-
sistant Secretary Tugwell before the Institute
of Arts and Sciences at Columbia University,
New York City, on Nov. 16, 1933.
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REXFORD G. TUGWELL
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture

In such areas, the whole impact of
c¢hanges in demand are taken in the form
of changes in production without any
changes in price.

Intermediate between the extremes of
flexible price and fixed price, lies most of
industry. In this area, prices are fixed

Rexford G. Tugwell.

for shorter periods of time but are
periodically revised over longer periods
of time, Thus, in varying degrees,
changes in demand are met by changes in
production, and more slowly and over a
longer time only, by changes in price.
This matter of temporary or more per-
manently fixed prices is vitally impor-
tant. This fixity is a major disturbing
influence in a system which is theoreti-
cally competitive. We had a choice, if
the situation was to be remedied, of
really restoring competition or of ex-
tending the areas of rigidity until they
include all prices of real social conse-
quence.
Effect of Depression

Notice how differently the depression
has affected different parts of our
economy. In the agricultural area in
which prices are highly flexible the drop

in effective demand during the depres-
sion has caused a great drop in prices
while production has declined little.
The farmers are working as hard as
ever, but they get less for their prod-
uct. Throughout most of industry, the
effect of the depression has been essen-
tially different. Prices have dropped
relatively little compared to the drop in
agricultural prices. The fall in demand
Lias been met for the most part by re-
duced production. The income of the
workers as a body has dropped as rapid-
ly as that of the farm group, not pri-
marily because wages were lower,
though that has been important, but
because of their being out of employ-
ment. Thus, while the cash income of
farmers as a body and the income of
wage workers as a body have fallen off
to an almost equal degree, one has fallen
because of a fall in prices and the other
because of a fall in production.

This difference in the effect of the de-
pression on prices and on production is
of vital importance. It is the key to
many of the apparent conflicts between
the agricultural and the industrial pro-
grams. Perhaps the picture of the de-
pression is best portrayed by thinking
of all the different ecconomic activities
distributed along a scale according to
the amenability of prices to change. As
has been suggested, most agricultural
activities and certain industries are at
one end of the scale and at the other
extreme are certain more or less monop-
olized trades. Between these extremes
are ranged the bulk of industry. If we
think of the prices and production of
different cominodities as having been
roughly in balance in 1926, the effect of
the depression was to reduce prices at
the flexible end of the scale and to
maintain production there while at the
other end prices were being maintained
and production was dropping.

Restoring Exchangeability

To restore exchangeability in such a
situation we could do one of two things;
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The depression has not affected agriculture and industry in the same way.

In agriculture, the

drop in effective demand has resulted in a great fall in prices, with production showing but
little decline. The farmers are working as hard as ever, but they get less for their
product. In most industry, on the other hand, prices have dropped relatively little as
compared with the drop in agricultural prices. The fall in industrial demand has been

met for the most part by reduced production.

Thus, while the cash income of farmers as

a body and the income of wage workers have fallen off to an almost equel degree, one has
tallen primarily because of lower prices and the other because of lower production.

we could 1ift the flexible prices to the
level of the rigld omnes, and simulta-
neously increase production in the fixed
price areas; or we could reduce the
rigid prices to the level of the flexible
ones, and reduce production in the flex-
ible price areas.

The advantages of the first path to-
ward the restoration of exchangeability
are clear, and it is this path which has
been taken by the Administration. The
major advantage of lifting prices—of
lifting most those which have fallen
most and lifting not at all those which
have not fallen—grows out of the bur-
den of debt created at the old price level.
To lower all prices to the level of those
which had fallen most would be to over-
burden the debtors in the country and
to endanger the solvency of our many
great debtor institutions. Elementary
justice thus required a lifting of the
flexible prices to parity with the prices
which had not dropped rather than the
more difficult course of revising down-
ward those which had remained fixed.

Here, then, is the more immediate
objective of recovery; to raise prices in
the area of flexibility, to raise production
in the area of rigidity, and raise both
prices and production in the interme-
diate areas of industry until all groups
attain the ready exchangeability which
they once had. How is this immediate
objective to be reached? From here on
we must take up each element of the
recovery program separately, remem-
bering that each element is essential and
that each depends for its success on the

development of the other parts of the
program.

The agricultural program may be con-
sidered first. Here the immediate
problem was to increase the farmers’
income. We believed that greater busi-
ness activity leading to economic re-
covery would be induced by giving farm-
ers more income than by saving it for
consumers. If this were true a definite
increase in business in total expendi-
ture and in total income would result.
So the farm program by raising prices
sought on the one hand to restore price
balance, and on the other hand to induce
increased total expenditure with in-
creased business activity resulting.

Recovery Program

It is recognized that in the area in
which prices are highly flexible, as in
agriculture, it is only possible to raise
prices by reducing supply or by increas-
ing demand. The total recovery program
involves both, though the agricultural ad-
justment program, taken alone, involves
mostly a reduction in production. The
need for this reduction is greater be-
cause of long accumulated surplus as
traceable to the shift of this country
form debtor to creditor status during
the war. This shift involved such a re-
duction in our agricultural exports as
to unsettle all the relationships which
had been established during our long
history as an exporter of raw products.
Nor can we count on any immediate
change. Combined with a positive pro-
gram for reducing farm production, and

as an aid in bringing about reduction,
the processing tax has been employed as
4 means for raising the price paid by
the consumer so that it constitutes more
nearly an adequate remuneration for
the farmer. The proceeds of the proc-
eessing tax have been distributed in a
manner to insure the reduction of crop
acreage. So supply is limited to the
demand.

A part of the program involves an
effort to increase farm exports, a difficult
program and a program on which little
reliance can be placed for dealing with
the existing crop surplus. However, no
opportunity is being overlooked, such as
furtherance of world commodity con-
trols. Not much can be done of a per-
manent nature, however, unless we are
willing to admit on far easier terms
than are at present in force upwards
of half a billion dollars in foreign com-
modities in exchange for our agricultural
goods.

Still another element in the recovery
program is of a long-run nature; the ef-
fort to remove some 40 million acres of
land from cultivation, an effort which
has beneficial incidental results, such as
the arrest of erosion and the conserva-
tion of the soil. The relation sought in
this way between farm and industrial
activity is of a permanent sort and be-
longs not in the category of emergency
action but of long-time planning of land
and population.

Increasing Incomes

All this agricultural effort ought to
increase farmers' incomes; and if the
industrial program is carried on ade-
quately, the whole community must
benefit. At the same time success in
raising prices to the farmer necessarily
rests on the corresponding success of the
industrial plan. Through the action just
described the supply of farm products is
being reduced. Complete success, how-
ever, demands that we also increase the
demand. If the unemployed population
can be returned to work they will be in
a position to buy more farm products.
This is the farmers’ interest in the
spread of employment and increased
wages, The two are inextricably re-
lated.

When we come to the industrial sec-
tor of the recovery program, the im-
mediate objectives are almost exactly
the reverse of those in the agricultural
sector. The main problem is, in some
industries, to raise volume of produc-
tion and volume of payrolls without in-
creasing price; in other industries, to
raise volume of production and volume
of wages with an increase in price but

(Oontinued on page i6)



The County Adjustment Campaigns

Agents tell how cotton contracts were signed in their counties

Expert Committeemen Aid Cotton
Campaign

Success of both the
plow-up and the present
193435 cotton-reduction
campaign, Lee County,
Ala., has been due largely
to the thoroughness with
which the committeemen'
have mastered every de-
tail of the cotton con-
tracts. This thorough
knowledge was gained by intensive study
of the contracts in county-wide meetings
of committeemen before the campaign
began and by weekly meetings on Satur-
days after the sign-up began. At these
meetings mistakes and difficulties were
ironed out. A list of these was obtained
from inspection of contracts which com-
mitteemen mafled in each day.

In December, before the campaign be-
gan, a letter was prepared explaining the
contract and malled to every landowner
in the county. In the meantime, I spent
a week studying all the literature avail-
able on the reduction plan. The county
organization was then completed with
the selection of committeemen limited
to men who, first of all, commanded the
respect and confidence of the farmers in
their communities. The other require-
ments were that committeemen should
be men who were * thoroughly sold” on
the program and who had the best pos-
sible knowledge of farming conditions,
including an accurate knowledge of acres
and yields.

Landowners were then contacted in 12
meetings held in various sections of the
county, at which time details of the con-
tract were explained. The publication
of campaign material was made through
the Opelika Daily News which has a
wide circulation throughout the county.
News on the campaign was published
daily in this paper.

Committeemen were relieved, as far
as possible, of all clerical work by ade-
quate provision being made for this work
at the county agent’s office. As the con-
tracts were mailed in daily, they were
inspected, and all tabulations were made.
Those having mistakes or questionable
yields and acreages were “ flagged ” and
referred back to the local committeemen
before being sent to the county commit-
teemen. A constant check was made to
see that average yields were kept in line
with the flgure for the county supplied
by the State statistician.

C. H. Bedding-
field.

To my mind, the greatest problem en-
«ountered in the campaign was to have
the committeemen visualize exactly what
constitutes a farm and to secure from
the farmer accurate figures on acres and
yields for which the land was eligible,
This problem was solved by personal in-
spection of the contracts and by send-
ing to committeemen letters explaining
the mistakes in a clear, concise manner.

Favorable sentiment for the campaign
was accomplished through numerous
mimeographed letters to farmers and
committeemen, explanation of the cam-
paign before meetings of civic clubs, and
through the daily paper publication of
much information on the campaign. As
county agent, I made certain that all
bankers and leading businessmen in the
county were thoroughly informed on the
program’s value.

Without doubt, however, a major por-
tion of the campaign’s success rests on
the “expert committeemen.” Through
their efforts and the cooperation of busi-
ness and farm leaders, Lee County
reached its quota in the reduction cam-
paign early in February and last sum-
mer was the first major cotton county in
Alabama to ‘“go over the top” in the
plow-up campaign.—C. H. Beddingfleld,
county agent, Lee County, Ala.

Local Leaders

The cotton-adjustment program just
being completed in Pontotoc County,
OKkla., iIs by far the largest and most im-
portant project ever attempted by the
Extension forces. About 75 local leaders
took direct part in assisting the county
agent. The fine cooperation of the busi-
ness people throughout the county with
these leaders brought this program be-
fore the farmers and enabled the county
agent to put the program over in a satis-
factory manner and in the shortest pos-
sible length of time.

After receiving detailed instructions
from the Washington office on the cotton-
adjustment program, a county-wide meet-
ing was called on June 24, in the district
courtroom in Ada, where the cotton-ad-
justment program was explained to
about 1,000 farmers and business men.
A committeeman for each community
was appointed. These men were farmers
in that particular community, whom we
thought best suited to carry on this work.
The duties of this committeeman were
to go back to his community and call
meetings, explain in detail the cotton-
adjustment program, and write contracts.

On June 27 a meeting was held for
all committeemen. By this time we had
received a bundle of cotton benefit con-
tracts. These contracts were distributed
equally among these committeemen, a
John Doe copy which we had prepared
in our office was placed in the hands of
each. Each committeeman on going back
to his district, began at once to write
contracts, inspect the cotton to be taken
out of production, and agree on price.

We did everything possible to aid
these committeemen in fleld work. To
keep them up to date on information a
mimeographed copy was made of each
letter or telegram of instructions re-
ceived from the State director of exten-
sion or the Washington office and mailed
at once to each committeeman.

The cotton-adjustment program has
been of great beneflt to a large number of
farmers, as we have been repeatedly told.
One farmer writes, “ This check will pay
me out of debt, and I will have for my
own the cotton that I pick or sell.” We
have also heard from many of these men
who participated in the program. One
committeeman states, ‘“If this acreage
had not been taken out of production,
cotton would not be bringing over 4 cents
per pound this fall.”

‘While the value of the adjustment pro-
gram has been of benefit to the farmer
as a direct relief, it has also been a
stimulant to business recovery as a whole,

It has afforded the county agent an
opportunity to serve the farmers in a
capacity heretofore unheard of, and this
program has been carried on to comple-
tlon in the most satisfactory manner.
I do not know of anyone who is not sat-
isfied with the results. Therefore, it is
needless to say that I am proud of the
opportunity to serve the farmers of Pon-
totoc County and to have had the oppor-
tunity of assisting them in the huge
program just completed.—J. B. Hill,
county agent, Pontotoc County, Oklahoma.

Shelby County Cotton-Adjustment

Campaign
The county agent in
a county like Shelby

County, Tenn., in which
a large city is located,
has a twofold responsi-
bility in a campaign such
as the present cotton-
adjustment campaign.
First he has an obli-
gation to secure the adjustment in his
county, such as every other agent has:
(Continued on page 36)
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Jane McCoy, of Tippecanoe County, Ind., leading a group of 4-II club officers in a club song.

Training 4-H Officers

4-H club leaders turned their at-
tention to the 4-H club meeting. These
leaders believed that much could be done
to improve the effectiveness and value
of these meetings through the training
of the club officers. In 1931 series of
meetings were held throughout the
State.

Each year since the training started
additional meetings have heen held. In
1933 there were 30 meetings of county
club officers with an average attendance
of 69 boys, girls, and local leaders, and
a total of 2,067 persons who have received
this leadership training.

The meetings were held for periods of
1% to 2 hours either in the afternoon or

T HREE years ago the Indiana State

evening in some available building, such
as the schoolhouse. The afternoon meet
ing proved most successful, although
some night meetings were scheduled.
The officers of all the clubs in the county
were invited to attend. At the meeting
the group was divided into sections of
presidents and vice presidents, secre-
taries, news reporters, and song leaders.
The leaders present were free to attend
any of the section discussions. The
presidents and vice presidents were given
assistance in handling a meeting, parlia-
mentary law, correct order of business,
and the value of planned programs. Sec-
retaries were given aid in keeping rec-
ords and minutes of the meetings. The
writing of news storics and the leading of

club singing were topics for discussion
in the other sections,

At the close of the discussion period
the general group assembled and a model
meeting was held, using one officer from
each of the sections. This meeting is
conducted as a regular club meeting and
the full routine of business and recrea-
tion is followed through.

As a result of these meetings and the
training of the 4-H club officers consid-
erable improvement has been noted in the
local club meetings, which have been bet-
ter planned and organized. A clearer
understanding of what should be done
and how to do it has been evident. The
increased interest in the meetings has
resulted in a larger attendance. More
complete and concise records of the meet-
ings are now being written. The experi-
ence that has been gained by the 4-H club
members and leaders has been of value,
and will continue to be, in aiding them
to play their part in activities of the com-
munity. It has given a new idea of re-
sponsibility to the club officers.

ARM women in four counties in
F southern Mississippi added $22,952
to the farm family cash income during
the past year through sales of surplus
garden, poultry, dairy, and culinary prod-
ucts at club markets, according to Mrs.
Emma Lindsey, district agent, who has
received reports on the markets from
the county home demonstration agents.

The club markets are operated by
members of the home demonstration
clubs, women's civie organizations, and
the local home demonstration agent. Only
home demonstration members who pre-
pare, grade, pack, and standardize prod-
ucts according to standards set up by the
extension specialist in home marketing
are perniitted to sell on the club markets.

The County Adjustment
Campaigns
(Continued from page 35)

but he also has the responsibility of see-
ing that the business interests of his city
make their weight felt over all their
trade territory. In both of these projects.
Shelby County is very proud of their rec-
ord in the 1934 and 1935 cotton-adjust-
ment campaign.

To secure our quota of approximately
41,000 acres, we relied on and believed
in the community committee plan of
work. We placed the entire responsibil-
ity on the committeemen, feeling that
they know their neighbors. We called
these men in for 2 days’ training and
gave them cards listing every tract of

land within their prescribed and mapped
areas. We have assisted them in project-
ing their program through a series of
campaign meetings which covered the en-
tire county in a little over a week's timne,
They have since returned to us contracts
that will cover at least the 41.000 acres,
executed by more than 2,000 farmers,
At the present state of tabulation, the to-
tal of these contracts is only 6 pounds per
acre above our 5-year average production.

Through the aid of a Civil Works Ad-
ministration set-up, we have been sup-
plied with efficient help in receiving,
reviewing, correcting, and tabulating
these reports,

In the matter of meeting Memphis’ re-
sponsibility toward its trade territory,
we called together representatives of

cotton, land, and banking interests in
the city. This original group organized
themselves into a committee, then pledged
they would back the Government control
campaign 100 percent and would require
every person they dealt with in a busi-
ness way to do the same. The weight
of this movement can be judged by the
fact that one individual present pledged
his company which controlled sever:l
thousand acres of cotton. They put on
an active campaign over the radio,
through the newspapers, and by letters
and circulars, which have been a great
influence over this trade area, so much
so that our workers met with little diffi-
culty in securing the required quotas.
—1W. M. Landess, county agent, Shelby
County, Tenn.



Adjusting the Home-Economics Program

MINNIE PRICE

State Home Demonstration Leader, Ohio Extension Service

Three Guiding Principles

1. The basic Ilong-time objectives
must guide the adjustments in
content, progran, and methods.

2. The underlying philosophy of
meaning of the adjustment
program with its stress on
human welfare and on human -
istic and social values is espe-
cially significant to the home-
economics extension program.

3. The adjustment program depends
for success upon group action
and group understanding, both
of which are in turn affected
by our methods of procedure
and program content.

HAT are some of the factors in

‘; ‘/ this adjustment period of which

we must be aware and with
which we must deal? The underlying
philosophy of the adjustment program
will surely affect our thinking and
our planning. The philosophy of this
adjustment program does not affect the
homemaker to the exclusion of the oth-
ers in the rural family, but, in my
opinion, the rapidity with which this
philvsophy affects rural life will depend
much on the homemaker. Therefore, if
this underlying philosophy is sound and
important it must have more attention in
the home-economics extension program.

Reduced production, which is a part
of the adjustment program for the time
being, can set free time in which culture
and richness of life may be developed—
a culture which bank failures or fly-by-
night speculators cannot take from the
farm family. The homemaker in that
farm family, more than any other mem-
ber, will influence the family’s attitude
toward this time that is set free and
will determine in many places whether
or not such time shall be set free and
utilized for enrichment of life.

The adjustment program is truly more
than a plan for economic recovery. It
holds possibilities for the recovery and
development of those qualities on which
satisfactions in life depend, for hun-
dreds of persons are thinking construc-
tively today where only one thought yes-
terday of the possibilities of putting the
safety and happiness of human life in
rural areas on an equality with people

in urban areas to which rural life has
In years past contributed so much. The
relationship between economic law and
an adequate program of human welfare
is recognized today by an increased num-
ber of people and calls for leadership
in planning as well as in execution of
plans relating to home and community
life.
Group Action

The adjustment program is dependent
on intelligent and willing cooperation
and group action. Collective planning

Minnie Price.

and action for eco'lective welfare is a
part of the thinking in this movement.
The need for group action for betterment
of health facilities, reading, recreation,
and dezens of other activities has been
emphasized for years past. Home eco-
nomics extension as well as other types
of extension may well look to the pro-
gram and to the methods used to see that
we are not encouraging individualistic
activities to the destruction of coopera-
tion. ‘an home-economics extension
contribute to the development of group
action that is commendable? Is the
challenge of today great enough to move
us so that we can contribute in great
measure to this mood? To get very far
with group action demands a change in
the warp and woof of the thinking of the
American rural people including many of
us who stand as teachers. Group dis-
cussion, group planning of programs, and
other group activities can contribute to

this move away from individualism, pro-
vided they are so conducted that those
who make up these groups are allowed
freedom in thinking and given oppor-
tunity to express this thinking.

We have considered three angles of the
underlying philosophy in this adjustment
program. \What are some of the prob-
lems affecting home and community life
with which we must reckon?

First among these problems are those
pertaining to health. Rural women are
asking that information regarding protec-
tion from disease, sound nutrition, child
health, truth in advertising of foods antl
drugs, and similar questions be madeavail-
able to every mother and homemaker.

Consumer problems have long hadl
some attention in the home-econoniics ex-
tension program. and the adjustment pe-
riod reveals the need for added emphasis.

Creative Arts

We all acknowledge values in whole-
some recreation and leisure-time activ-
ities, but tradition has kept us from too
whole-heartedly endorsing a recreation
program in extension. Farm women,
when meeting to discuss programs, are
forcing us, as we assist with these pro-
gram plans, to clarify our viewpoints.
They are asking us to develop methods
whereby play, music, reading, nature
study, and various forms of creative
arts may have some attention.

More of the living is produced today
than previously at home as defense
against the lowering of the standard of
living. These efforts are visible, tangible
activities, easily recognized, easily
praised, and likely to occupy the center
of our thinking in this adjustment pro-
gram. They are not likely to drop out
of the picture for some time yet.

Homes are inadequately equipped to
carry on even the ordinary tasks of home-
making, to say nothing of the added
tasks such as soapmaking and bread-
making and others which have come back
into the home. Is it possible that the
increased purchasing power of farm folks
for which the adjustment movement is
inaugurated, coupled with an increased
desire on the part of farm folks to eat
their cake in order to have it, may in
time set free the small or large sum of
money to install plumbing, remodel
kitchens, and install other labor-saving
devices? Are we alert to this possibility
and ready to meet it with the best pos-
sible information?
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As citizens of the communities in which
we are working and also as public serv-
ants the home-economics extension staff
members and rural women of extension
groups have contributed to relief work
from their background of knowledge and
will continue to do so. This relief work
has been added to a program and has not
supplanted the long-time educational pro-
gram for rural homemakers.

The unity of rural and urban interests
is becoming more apparent, but failure
to acknowledge this gives rise to social
and economic questions which need at-
tention. Population trends may also
affect emphasis in programs.

Family Relationships

The grouping of two or more families
under one roof gives added reason for
attention to the fleld of family relation-
ships and child development, and especi-
ally to the need of reaching young moth-
ers with education in homemaking.

With regard to methods, the future of
the program depends largely on an
adequate research program as a basis
for teaching, adequate machinery through
which rural homemakers may continue to
be articulate, staff members adequate in
number and qualified by training and ex-
perience, coordinated programs which
recognize the family as a unit, and will-
ingness and freedom to venture into new
fields and try new methods.

Are we brave enough to experiment
with our methods of work? Thinking
gets stereotyped. We need an emergency
to force constructive thinking. Previous
to 1929 there was, and perhaps since 1929
there has been, inadequate examination
of procedures. There is an old Scotch
phrase which describes it, “ The heather
is wet.” Fires, you know, will not spread
in wet heather.

Today the heather is not wet. The
fires are burning. Men and women are
fumbling for some way out. Rural
groups of homemakers are interested in
the program of which they have had a
taste, and the need for an enlarged and
greatly extended program exists. Women
trained in home economics can make a
contribution if basic objectives are kept
in mind and if new ventures can be
made. It is truly a time for high think-
ing and careful examination of pro-
grams, methods, and results.

ORTH CAROLINA farm women

canned 11,570,950 quarts of surplus

food during 1933. Extension workers

trained 1,125 community workers, who in

turn carried the instruction to rural
women in all parts of the State.

Florence E. Ward

Florence Elizabeth Ward, a member
of the Extension Service of the United
States Department of Agriculture since
1915, died at Garfield Hospital, Wash-
ington, D.C., February 23.

On November 1, 1915, Miss Ward came
to the United States Department of Agri-
culture as an assistant in boys’ and girls’
club work. With the development of ex-
tension work with women she was given
charge of home demonstration work in
the 33 Northern and Western States. She
held this position from March 1, 1918,
to July 1, 1923, at which time the offices
of extension work in the South and in the
North and West were consolidated. Miss
Ward was then appointed regional agent
in charge of extension work in the 12
Eastern States, which position she held
until her death.

During the World War Miss Ward
aided in food conservation work carried
on among the women of the United
States. At the close of the war while
emergency home demonstration agents
were stlll employed a survey of 10,000
farm homes was made. Miss Ward
wrote a bulletin, entitled “ The Farm
Woman’'s Problems”, which was based
on the study which she and her assist-
ants made of the facts obtained from
this survey.

Among other publications of which
Miss Ward was the author are: Status
and Results of Home Demonstration
Work, Northern and Western States,
1919; Status and Results of Home Dem-
onstration Work, Northern and Western
States, 1920 ; Status and Results of Home
Demonstration Work, 1921; and Home
Demonstration Work under the Smith-
Lever Act, 1914-24.

Born at Mauston, Wis.,, Miss Ward
was reared on a farm. She graduated
from the National Kindergarten College
ifn Chicago during 1903. She was in
charge of the kindergarten training de-
partment, Iowa State Teachers’ College,
from 1906 to 1914. While serving in this
capacity, Miss Ward went abroad under
the auspices of the National Civic League
to study problems of women and new
developments in the care of children.
After studying with Madame Montessori
in Rome she wrote a book, entitled * Mon-
tessori Method and the American School.”
She also contributed to a number of pub-
lications and periodicals relating to edu-
cation and rural life. From 1914 to 1915
Miss Ward was professor of vocational
education at the State College of Wash-
ington.

C. W. Warburton, Director of Exten-
sion Work, made the following statement
concerning Miss Ward. *“Miss Ward
brought to cooperative extension work
the training of an educator and a sym-
pathetic understanding of farm problems
gained from her farm upbringing. She
was a prominent figure in the develop-
ment of the present cooperative exten-
sion work and contributed much to the
present system, particularly in home
demonstration lines.”

Miss Ward was especially competent
in her contacts with people of distinction.
Her culture and wide acquaintance made
her valuable as an extension worker.
She was interested in her work from a
professional standpoint and in the ad-
vancement of women'’s interests.

Miss Ward has long been active in club
circles. She was a life member of the
National Women’s Country Club, and
held membership in the Arts Club of
Washington, the Women’s University
Club, the Women'’s City Club, the League
of American Pen Women, and the Wom-
en's National Farm and Garden Associa-
tion. She was counselor of the home
demonstration committee of the General
Federation of Women's Clubs, a member
of the committee of publications and pro-
motion of the American Child Health
Association, and manager of the Rural
Life Bureau of the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers.

Miss Ward was 61 years of age.
leaves a sister, Mrs., L. W. Beem.

She

NE hundred and ten 4-H boys and

girls of Larimer County, Colo., with
their leaders recently celebrated the com-
pletion of 156 years of club work in the
county. At the banquet local leaders
and State leaders made short talks and
the boys and girls were presented with
awards for excellency of work.



Planning a Contracted Acreage Program

In accordance with the acreage reduction contract of the Agricultural

HE Replacement Crops Section of
Tthe Agricultural Adjustment Ad-
minisiration has commented very favor-
adly on this program for handling con-
tracted acreage as an example of what
can be done from a State standpoint.

HE “ contracted acreage"” is with-

out doubt one of the most vital

problems of the entire controled
production program. The Agricultural
Extension Service is vitally interested in
the contracted acreage because it provides
one of the best opportunities for a pro-
gram of soll improvement and erosion
control ever offered the farmer.

Soil Improvement

Completion of the sign-up for the
wheat adjustment campaign found wheat
growers of the State of Washington with
approximately 293,000 acres of land
which must be retired from wheat pro-
duction for the crop year of 1934. As
the Extension Service is primarily in-
terested in the soil-erosion and soil-
improvement aspects of the problem
rather than the policing problems of the
County Production Control Association,
steps were immediately taken to formu-
late a plan whereby a project of sofl im-
provement and erosion prevention could
be worked out which would in no way
jeopardize the retirement of these acres
from competitive production.

Leonard Hegnauer, extension agrono-
mist, was assigned the task of drawing
up such a program in conformity with
the wheat and corn-hog reduction con-
tracts. After a series of conferences
with the college and experiment station
agronomist and sofls experts, and a re-
view of the erosion problem with W, A.
Rockie, regional director of the new
erosion project, Mr. Hegnauer proceeded
to formulate the table appearing on this
page which segregates the contracted
acreage for each county into the uses
most conducive to maximum benefits
from the standpoint of soil improvement
and erosion control. Each county was
carefully analyzed beforehand from the
standpoint of rainfall, soil conditions,
and systems of farming.

Due to the wide variation in rainfall
and land contour in the eastern and west-
ern sections of the wheat counties, the
proposed use of the contracted acreage

Adjustment Administration

FRANK E. BALMER
Director, Washington Extension Service

was placed under flve heads, all of
which come under either soil improve-
ment, erosion control, or both. Rainfall
varies from less than 10 inches in the
level or gently sloping Big Bend area
bordering on the Columbia River to as
high as 30 inches in the hills of the
sharply rolling Palouse country where
Whitman County, the largest wheat-pro-
ducing county in the world is located.
Rainfall is a severely limiting factor in
making up a program for the Big Bend
country.

The division headed “ Soil Protection
Crops ” in the table applies largely to the
Big Bend counties of Adams, Douglas,
Franklin, Grant, and Lincoln, although a
considerable area of Whitman and Walla
Walla Counties falls into this division.
As the winter wheat and summer-fallow
system of cropping is used almost ex-
clusively in the State, protective crops
must meet this system of cropping. If
land is summer-fallowed 2 years in suc-
cession, an excess of nitrogen accumu-
lates in the soil in much of this region
and causes serious burning of the crop.
Due to the light rainfall and sandy tex-
ture of much of the soil, wind erosion is
a serious problem. Protective crops at-
tempt to meet these two requirements.

The lack of moisture along the western
border of the Wheat Belt, or the Big

legumes and the ordinary grasses prac-
tically impossible. Therefore the con-
tracted acreage of approximately 176,000
acres must be protected with a growing
crop of wheat or rye until plowed under
for summer-fallow. In some places vol-
unteer growth may answer. Wheat or
rye, or even volunteer growth, plowed
under at the proper time will add organic
matter and will not interfere with suc-
ceeding crops. They will also play an
important part in control of wind and
water erosion. Crested wheat grass is
being studied as a possibility in this sec-
tion and may be found adaptable.

Plans for Seeding

The legume soil-building or soil-im-
provement crops apply to most of the
counties in the Palouse area where the
rainfall ranges from 16 to more than 26
inches a year. The area will have about
65,000 contracted acres on which it will
be highly desirable to seed popular le-
gumes adapted to this State, such as
alfalfa and the sweetclovers. While the
main function of these crops is to build
up the nitrogen and organic matter in the
soil, they are also an excellent erosion-
prevention crop. Due to the low price
of wheat in recent years the wheat
grower has been forced to ralse every
bushel of wheat he could to keep his

Bend region, makes the growing of ‘head above water ", and naturally when
Oontracted wheat land
Acreage “"%w“ha poy t allotment Proposed use’of contracted[acreage
Countles Perma-
Aplplim- Signed t.rg:gd ne:;t Hilltop Sgu,:' Wee\‘lI st:}:‘t- o':"
tions acres acres l;so?d‘& ll!:gs planting ment contro crops
891 320, 000 48, 000 1,000 {.......... 4,000 800 42, 200
232 33, 805 5,070 200 200 4,000 300 370
105 47, 000 7,050 300 100 1, 500 500 4, 650
437 79,071 11, 860 1, 500 1,000 6, 000 600 2,760
850 130, 555 19, 583 800 \...oo..... 2,000 550 16, 233
378 09,881 | 14,082 600 300 1,000 400 | 12,682
447 68, 265 10, 239 1, 200 5, 500 500 2,139
700 95, 000 14, 250 700 800 200 12, 550
3&13 1.033 15? .......... 10? 50 |-coeeea--
146 4,966 45| 2% 00| T I 580
399 50, 600 7,590 400 2, 000 500 4, 540
144 1,946 202 | ... 262 30 [.o......
1, 300 270, 000 40, 500 3,000 5,000 2,000 29, 000
178 13, 050 1,957 100 1,200 100 557
14 348 52 10 32 10 |oeooo .
1,103 111,828 [ 16,774 4,000 6, 000 1, 3,274
296 12, 528 1,879 100 1, 500 1 179
751 104,207 | 29,131 4, 500 9, 000 1,500 | 12,131
2,843 407,237 | 61,085 5, 500 15, 000 3, 31,585
117 7.7 1,163 40 150 100 873
27 912 136 |.ooooeee. 50 15 7
Total. coomeeemoaa. 11,395 | 1,049,008 | 202,494 | 23,975 65,200 | 12,795 | 176,374

Total wheat farmers—1929 census, 14,690.
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prices were high he raised the maximum
bushels 8o as not to miss any profits.
Consequently, the building up of the soil
with legumes has been neglected and con-
" tracted acreage gives an excellent oppor-
tunity to take advantage of this program.
Hilltops denuded of the rich top layer
of soil, exposing clay points in many
places, and rapidly washing gullies are
two erosion problems particularly prev-
ulent in the Palouse area. Mr. Hegnauer
estimated that such hilitops in the wheat
area totaled approximately 14,150 acres,
while land where gullies should be seeded
down amounted to about 23,975 acres.
Part of this hilltop and gully area will
be seeded through the Federal Pacific
Northwest Erosion Control project under
the direction of W. A. Rockie. The re-
maining acres will await more complete
arrangements for allowing wheat growers
in the Palouse area to take out enough
additional acreage of hilltops and gullies
to equal the 15 percent of average acres,
Hilltop and gully secedings have been
quite well planned out in a general way.
The hilltop seedings are especially im-
portant because of the initial impetus
given to the water rushing down the hill-
sides and also because huge snowdrifts
on north slopes carry away tons of soil
when they melt in the spring. While un-
usually hardy grasses and legumes will
be among the recommended seedings. the
planting of trees and woodlots will be
emphasized for much of the area, par-
ticularly on the clay points where there
is little hope of completely restoring the
top soil. The gully plantings recom-
mended include perennial grasses, alfalfa,
sweet clover, and other firm-rooting crops
adapted to the different sections. The
main purpose of the gully plantings wilt
be to keep the water courses from wash-
ing deeper and remove the hazard to
machinery and farm animals.

Weed Control

Mr. Hegnauer estimates that more than
12,000 acres should be segregated for the
specific purpose of weed control. Weeds
are constantly on the increase in many
sections and those with perennial root-
stocks have become a serious problem
in several areas. It would be a serious
mlistake not to use this opportunity to
make a definite attempt at weed control.
Clean cultivation, grasses, or legumes to
choke out the weeds, or in extreme cases
the use of calcium or sodium chlorate
sprays would be among the means that
could be applied on this acreage.

Combinations of at least several of the
five divisions that have been elaborated
upon can be applied to the contracted
acreage on every farm. The next prob-
lem is to secure the cooperation of the

Records Prove the Program

ARM - MANAGEMENT information
obtained from farmers’ records is
used to advantage in proving the county

agent’'s plan of work in Cheatham
County, Tenn. This is a small hilly
county in the dark-tobacco areas in

middle Tennessee. Most of the farms are
small and much of the land is worn and
eroded. County Agent P. W. Worden.
who worked out the program, was in the
ceunty for 10 years and has recently
transferred to Union County, Tenn. The
program which he has used so success-
fully is as follows:

First, a terracing project was under-
taken on the more rolling land. After
terracing, legumes such as Lespedeza
and red clover were planted, While the
soil is being rested and improved,
County Agent Worden was introducing
the subject of better dark tobacco with
higher yields and improved quality, par-
ticularly to the farmers who were co-
cperating with him but also to the
farmers of the county in general.
With the increase in soil fertility, due
to erosion prevention, legumes and
proper fertilization, the tobacco crops on
the demonstration farms, as a rule, are
of higher quality each year than they
were the preceding year. As the supply
of feed and pasture increased, due to
more legumes and grasses, livestock en-
terprises were added as supplementary
sources of receipts on the larger farms
and to some extent on the smaller farms.
In adding more livestock to the tobacco
tarms of Cheatham County, Agent Wor-
den called attention to the value of good
type and quality in the animals bought

and laid much emphasis on the use of
purebred sires.

The time required to establish this
program varied from 4 to 8 years, al-
though instances are known where the
incomes were more than trebled over a
period of 3 years.

To check on this program, a number
of the cooperating farmers kept com-
plete records of the year's operations.
At the end of each year the farm records
were summarized and the information
used by the county agent in pushing his
county program and also by the farmers
in making additional improvement or
changes in their farming practices. The
county agent then knows that his pro-
gram has been successful, for he has the
dollars and cents results of his efforts.
These records have shown the amount of
income to be in direct proportion to the
extent the program has been adopted on
the farm. The facts about farming in
the county interpreted in the light of the
farm-management records were discussed
in community meetings held once each
month in 12 communities in the county.
Sometimes one of the specialists from the
college gave a talk at these meetings on
the agricultural outlook or some timely
phase of the agricultural situation.

County Agent Worden's farm-manage-
ment work has been successful because
it has furnished both the agent and the
farmer with workable information that
can be used in improving the farm busi-
ness. This county has led all counties
in the State on average labor income
and in percentage of farms having an
income after paying expenses and 5 per-
cent interest on the investment.

individual wheat growers in carrying
out the project as a whole. Growers who
sign acreuge-reduction contracts agree not
to use the contracted acreage for realiz-
ing caxh returns during the term of the
contract, They have no desire to vio-
late any provisions of the contract or
regulations and are accepting the pro-
gram of soil improvement and erosion
prevention permitted in the reduction con-
tracts and regulations in regard to the
use of the contracted acreage.

WENTY thousand beekeepers in
TNew York State received additional
income from the sale of honey amounting
to more than $1,000,000. The State pro-
duced 10,000,000 pounds of the Nation's
250,000,000 pounds.

RKANSAS extension workers have

flgured the relative value of general
farm cash crops against the value of
home-garden produce. They estimate
that a garden of one half acre would
produce $100 cash value in food. This is
5 to 10 times the amount which would
have been realized from the same area
planted to general farm crops. Mrs. I.
B. Shinn, a county garden demonstrator,
has the following record. In 1931 she
sold $199 worth of vegetables; in 1932,
$68: and in 1933, $£36 besides having
ample supplies for home use during the
entire year. This scems ample backing
for her statement *“I have found that
one half acre of garden has proved of
more help both from the standpoint of
health and finances than any other farm
crop.”



"Two Veterans In Federal
Extension Service Retire

has sustained a heavy loss through

the retirement from active connec-
tion with it of J. A. Evans, Associate
Chief and regional agent for the South-
ern States, and I. W. Hill, fleld agent in
4-H club work for the same territory.
Mr. Evans was one of the very first field
agents appointed by Dr. Seaman A.
Knapp, beginning lis service in Texas on
February 12, 1904. He has had almost 30
years in demonstration work, continuing
in service since 1904, except for 15 months
spent in Portuguese East Africa where
he made a study of cotton production for
the Portuguese provincial government,

THE Department Extension Service

Mr. Hill was appointed assistant in
boys’ and girls’ club work on June 17,
1912. and served on the Washington staff
without interruption from that time un-
til his retirement on June 30, 1932, on ac-
count of having reached the age limit un-
der the provisions of the Economy Act.

The Southern States, in particular,
are heavy losers through the retirement
of Messrs. Evans and I1ill. Probably no
person now living knew Dr. Knapp bet-
ter than did Mr. Evans or has as an in-
tense a loyalty for Dr. Knapp's concep-
tion of education through demonstration
as he has. Briefly, Mr. Evans was born
Decembker 18, 1863, in Illinois. Ilis
parents moved to southwest Missouri
when Mr. Evans was young and when
22 years of age he went to Texas. All
his life Mr. Evans has kept in close
touch with farming, particularly in the
cotton-growing States. As the demon-
stration work increased to include other
States besides Texas, Mr. Evans wuas
made State agent for Louisiana and
Arkansas. In 1911 he came to the Wash-
ington, D.C., office as Assistant Chief of
the Office of Extension Work, South, and
was made chief in January 1920. When
the offices directing extension work in
the South and in the North and West

I. W. Hill

were combined Mr. Evans was made as-
sistant chief of the new Office of Co-
operative Extension Work, and associate
chief in January 1930.

In commenting on Mr. Evans' retire-
ment, Dr. C. W. Warburton, Director of
Extension Work, said “We very much
regret to lose the services of Mr. Evans,
particularly at this time, when we are
engaged in cotton- and tobacco-produc-
tion control programs and other activi-
ties of much importance in the South.
He was a pioneer in extension work and
has had much to do in molding exten-
sion policies and plans. His long ex-
perience, sound judgment, and broad
knowledge of southern agriculture made
him a most valuable adviser and super-
visor, whose keen insight and sane coun-
sel will be greatly missed.”

It can be truly said of Mr. Evans that
he has rounded out a service to his
country of exceptional distinction and
value,

J. A. Evans

Mr. Hill was born June 23, 1861, and
1cared on a farm near Auburn, Ala. He
was graduated from Emory College, Ox-
ford, Ga., in 1880. Taking first a posi-
tion as a teacher at Whitesville, Ga.,
be held successively the positions of
principal of high school, president of an
ncademy, superintendent of the city
schools of Gadsden and Opelika, Ala.,
and superintendent of education for
Alabama. Ile became fleld agent in
charge of boys’ and girls’ club work in
the Southern States in 1912, Mr. Hill
is known and loved among 4-H club boys
and girls not only throughout the South
but in the many States in other sections
of the United States that he visited. At
the National 4-H Club Camps held in
Washington he has presided at the morn-
ing assemblies with a genial dignity
and tact that endeared him to both the
boys and girls in attendance and to
those who appeared before them. If
cver to anyone, 4-I club work has been
a vital living thing, it has been that
tc 1. W. Hill and to the thousands of
boys and girls who have heard him
warm to his loved task of giving them
an understanding of and enthusiasm for
what 4-H club work represents.

HE Illinois Extension Service has

issued a warning to the many city
families who are planning on moving to
rural sections. H. C. M. Case, chiet of
farm management at Illinois College of
Agriculture, says that such families
should be sure that careful plans have
been made for the production and sale
of the farm products: otherwise they are
likely to be disappointed. Continuing,
Mr. Case points out that the small farm
should first be considered as a source of
family food needs, and second, for the

addition of income from one or two
|

sources for which the market is quite
definitely nssured. Actual farm experi-
ence plays a large part in determining
a man’s chances of success.

VERY commendable feature in the

4-H club reports from Vermont this

year is the long-time service of the mem-

bers., Two hundred and fifty club mem-

bers and 150 leaders are completing 4

vears of service. Two members of the

county club agent staff are entering their
fourteenth year of service.

HE Massachusetts Extension spe-

cialist in horticulture manufactures,
W. R. Cole, looks upon home vegetable
gardens as an investment which will
make a return of 500 percent. He says
that this year a family of five can invest
approximately $8.50 in fitting, planting,
and spraying the garden and receive re-
turns in the form of food to the value of
$45 or $50. In addition, they receive
some work, a lot of fun, health, vigor,
and satisfaction; and will have fresh
vegetables for their table and enough to
can some for the winter.
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Alfalfa Cost Records Aid California Agent

HE cost of production records kept

on alfalfa in Los Angeles County,

Calif., are now being summarized
for the third year with about 15 co-
operators submitting records for 1933.

“The information gathered has been
appreciated this year more than ever be-
fore because of the necessity for more
economical production and because of the
value of these data in connection with
marketing agreements”, says County
Agent M. B. Rounds.

The alfalfa growers of southern Cali-
fornia and Arizona, representing a total
production of 720,000 tons of alfalfa hay,
worked out a marketing agreement using
the information obtained in the cost anal-
ysis studies. This agreement has been
submitted to the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration. Because of the concrete
data avalilable, it has the support of all
the growers and most of the dealers.

Summaries Made

An enterprise analysis study such as
this has been found more valuable in
California than the keeping of records on
the farm as a whole because of the highly
specialized character of most of the agri-
culture in the State. The alfalfa studies
were started in Los Angeles County in
1931 with 20 cooperators completing their
records. In 1932 the study covered 12
records; and the 1933 summary will be
based on the records of 15 cooperators.
The project was organized and is carried
on by the county agent. From each of
his cooperating farmers, he gets a month-
ly report which is immediately trans-
ferred to a monthly accumulation sheet.
In doing this, the agent checks on any
omissions or discrepancies either with a
telephone call or a visit to the farm. An
annual inventory is required which is
taken by the agent. At the close of the
year, the agent has the assistance of a
farm-management specialist in summa-
rizing and interpreting the data.

Each cooperating farmer is supplied
with a copy of a summary of his own
records together with a mimeographed
report of the entire group. As soon as
these are available, the farmers who
have kept records meet to discuss spe-
cial phases of the study and to receive
help in comparing their figures with
those of the entire group. This informa-
tion is also used at general meetings,
tours, exhibits, and in general news
articles.

The studies for the 2 years which have
already been summarized show a net
loss. The 1932 records showed a total
cash and labor cost of $6.79 per ton, de-

preciation of $4.04 per ton, or a total cost
of cash and depreciation of $10.83 per
ton. Returns failed by $1.16 to equal
cash and depreciation costs but exceeded
by $2.88 the cash and labor costs. The
net loss was $3.18 per ton during the

year. Cost of Water

The cost of irrigation water is gener-
ally considered an important item in the
cost of production, and it is. However,
the records of the cooperators show that
the cost of water may not have been a
major factor in the success or lack of
success, as the cost of labor varied
widely and on some farms seemed more
important.

It is in the fleld of irrigation that
the most valuable results of the study
are seen. Among the factors important
in determining water costs are pumping-
plant efficiency and the amount of water
used.

On a 40-acre farm it has been found
that each difference of 1 percent in plant
efficiency has an average value of about
$21.38. When the efficiency drops below
50 percent, it certainly would be found
profitable to restore the plant efficiency
by repairing or replacing the worn
pump parts or by making the necessary
pump adjustments.

It has been definitely determined that
4 acre feet of water is ample for the ir-
rigation of alfalfa in the Antelope Val-
ley where the records were taken, and
that under no circumstances is more than
5 acre feet justified during the season.
The annual decrease in the average use
on duty of water is almost 3, acre foot
per year since 1925, when it was found
that the average usage on 10 typical
ranches was 93, acre feet. The 1932
cost of production cooperators averaged
5.4 feet during the season. Considering
that the power cost alone per acre foot
pumped averages $2.97, it is readily ap-
parent that the decreased consumption
of water has created an enormous saving
to farmers in the Antelope Valley.

Cost Analysis Studies

That the data from cost analysis stud-
ies have been valuable to county agents
in translating the results of research ex-
periments into practical farming is
shown in the case of the decreasing
amounts of irrigation water used by or-
chardists. The Experiment Station
proved in 1920 that there was no such
thing as an optimum soil moisture con-
tent for plants. The plant obtained wa-
ter equally well when the water content
of the soil was just above the permament

wilting percentage as when it was near
fileld capacity. This would save the
farmer much irrigation water and avoid
the danger of injury to trees from leav-
ing the soil dry too long.

Practical methods of water applica-
tion were worked out and placed in the
hands of extension workers but the edu-
cational program progressed very slowly.
The theoretical background for the rec-
ommended irrigation practices was never
questioned. The orchardists would sit
and respectfully listen to the presenta-
tion but do nothing to save irrigation
water in their own orchards.

But, when the farmers themselves be-
gan to secure data on the quantities of
water used on citrus orchards in Orange
County, Calif., in the 1925 enterprise ana-
lysis study, the program went forward.
From this information the optimum
quantity of water for best yields of qual-
ity fruit was determined. Comparisons
were made also in costs and profits be-
tween those orchards using the optimum
amounts of water and those using exces-
sive amounts. Other counties began col-
lecting the same type of information on
different orchard crops. As a result, the
extension workers soon had definite fig-
ures as to the dollars and cents value of
irrigation practices worked out at the
experiment station. These data provided
the needed background for pointing out
to orchardists the value of water con-
servation. The water conservation pro-
gram is beginning to show definite tan-
gible results. It is estimated that the
water-saving projects have benefited the
farmers in California more than $6,500,-
000 since the 1925 studies were begun.

The alfalfa study in Los Angeles
County will be continued for 5 years so
that seasonal variation may be accounted
for. The facts accumulated will estab-
lish in the minds of the farmers of the
county the most economical practices in
growing alfalfa hay under varying con-
ditions, and will show deflnitely what
amounts of water are necessary to grow
a good crop of hay.

ENNSYLVANIA has a total of 132

farmers’ markets, 62 of which are
open-air markets. The latest addition
to this system of markets is & community
structure costing $15,000 located at Han-
over. Stalls are rented to farmers at a
very low price and a complete occupancy
is expected. For the nonproducing period
of the year it is planned to use the build-
ing for other purposes. The building is
64 feet by 156 feet and contains 96 stalls.
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Using Localized News Stories in Illinois

the news story is an effective

meuans of spreading new teachings.
Never, however, have they had such an
opportunity of proving that point as
came to them during the wheat-produc-
tion-adjustment activities.

In Illinois, for instance, 40 special
stories arranged so that farm advisers
could localize them by filling in their
names and other local information were
prepared and sent out by F. J. Keilholz,
extension editor in Illinois,
during the course of the
wheat campaign. It was the
first extensive trial ever
made in that State of the
localized news story as a
means of spreading new
teachings, but it will not be
the last.

In spite of the fact that
Illinois farmers already had
reduced their acreage of all
wheat 61 percent since 1919,
the State took fifteenth place
among all States in the per-
centage of the wheat acre-
age signed up in the Agricul-
tural Adjustment Adminis-
tration campaign. Illinois,
with a 55 percent sign-up,
led its neighboring States.

By no means is all the
credit for the Illinois results
claimed for the localized
news stories. They were
only one factor, but any
factor that produced thousands of inches
of printed matter in the 850 daily and
weekly papers of Illinois is bound to
weigh heavily in the outcome of any
campaign in that State.

Distribution of the localized stories was
made exclusively through the farm ad-
visers serving the 102 counties of the
State and was started as soon as it was
determined that the Extension Service
was to be responsible for the preliminary
edueaticnal and organizational work of
the campaign.

ENG have extension editors held that

Sources of Information

Every available source was tapped for
information upon which to build the
stories.  Some of the carlier stories were
developed from county statistics in the
State crop and livestock reports. Others
were suggested by material sent out by
the Extension Service of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Some of them were
based upon work which the College of
Agriculture has been carrying on for a
number of years in the interests of ad-
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Jjusting production to demand. There
was never any dearth of material, and
the supply became even more plentiful
as the campaign progressed. Innumer-
able stories were suggested by trying to
anticipate the needs of an imaginary
farm adviser at the different stages of
the campaign. Stories then were pre-
pared on all phases of the program—the
announcement of meeting places, the
holding of meetings and what was ac-
complished, the first signer, the biggest

signer, the organization of the county
wheat production control association and,
finally, the coming of the checks for the
benefit payments.

Cooperation and suggestions of subject-
matter specialists and administrative
officials of the Illinois Extension Service
were invaluable in making the series of
40 stories a success,

Once each week the stories were mailed
to the farm advisers, two or three stories
being sent each time and the mailing be-
ing aimed so as to reach the adviser’s
office by Saturday morning, office day.
The advisers then filled in the necessary
local facts and figures, typed or mimeo-
graphed the stories in their offices and
distributed the copy to the papers in
their counties.

Editors not only used the stories, but
they also eulogized the service. At least
one editor took the trouble to express his
commendation upon the service to his
local farm adviser. For the advisers, of
course, the stories were invaluable. They
established the adviser as the local au-

thority on the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration’s wheat campaign; they
supplied him with background facts and
material which he otherwise might not
have had, and they made it possible for
him to get out a regular and thorough
local news gervice on the campaign in a
way that he could not have done in the
rush of all his other work.

Papers Using Stories

How many thousands of inches of
wheat-adjustment news were
published in Illinois as a
result of these stories will
never be known. County
farm advisers cooperated
whole-heartedly in sending
in tear sheets from their
county papers more or less
regularly, but time permit-

ted nothing more than a
small check-up here and
there. In De Kalb County,

Ill., for instance, 26 issues
of 9 different papers carried
a total of 416 inches of
wheat-adjustment news dur-
ing the period from August
11 to September 7, 1933.
This was an average of 16
inches an issue.

In Washington County
one paper carried a total
of 173 inches of wheat-ad-
Jjustment news in 10 issues,
or an average of more than
17 inches an issue, while

another paper in the same county car-
ried 76 inches in 7 issues, or an aver-
age of almost 11 inches an issue. News-
papers of Whiteside County during the
period from July 28 to October 16 car-
ried 48 wheat-adjustment stories, total-
ing 322 inches.

These are only a few check-ups and
they are scattered, but they are repre-
sentative and convincing. Even if they
had not been made, the worth of the
localized news stories in a wheat-adjust-
ment campaign or in any other piece of
Extension Service work would have been
established. The enthusiasm of editors
and farm advisers over the service, the
wide-spread use of the material, and the
results that were obtained in the cam-
paign were convincing.

As the intensive wheat campaign
closed, one thing became true about the
then approaching corn-hog campaign in
Illinois. Localized news stories were to
have an important part in it, and they
have!



Iowa Women Appraise Adjustment Program

ARM women of Iowa are divided in

their opinion of the most important

benefits to be derived from the agri-
cultural adjustment program. The major-
ity place increased farm income first;
but many others list such benefits as the
opportunity for more leisure time, train-
ing in cooperative effort, the development
of a long-time national land-use program,
and the possibility for developing a better
understanding between country and
town.

These facts were indicated by a sur-
vey conducted among farm women of
10 counties in various parts of the State
by leaders in home-economics extension
work at Iowa State College. Miss Neale
S. Knowles, Mrs. Mary K. Gregg, and
Mrs. N. May Larson distributed ques-
tionnaires among women attending
county or township meetings of farm
bureau women. Seven possible benefits
were listed, and the women were asked
to rate them according to their impor-
tance.

Fifty women in the 10 counties listed
increased farm income as most impor-
tant. This item ranked high in most of
the answers, according to W. H. Stacy,
extension rural sociologist, who compiled
the results of the survey.

Twenty-seven women, however, listed
“ training in cooperative work” as most
important. This indicates, said Mnr.
Stacy, that they recognize the beginning
of a program by which farmers may
work together for their own interests
better than they have in the past.

Land Utilization

Eighteen women listed the beginning
of a permanent national land-utilization
policy as the most significant benefit to
be derived from the farm adjustment
program. Closely allied to this is the
‘“soil conservation” factor which was
rated high in all lists and first by three
women. Many farmers have been forced
to “ mine ” the soil in an attempt to make
total production offset lower prices.
These farmers are looking for a chance
to protect the fertility of their soil.

Better understanding between town
and country was listed as most impor-
tant by 11 women who reported that
there already is evidence of greater sym-
pathy and interest between town and
country than at any time in Iowa history.

That the agricultural adjustment will
check the trend toward more “intense
working conditions” on the farm was
given by nine women as their reason for
placing the opportunity for more leisure

time first as a probable benefit of the
program.

Nine farm women rated “ parity price "
as the most desirable benefit of the ad-
justment program. This term is not
generally understood, however, many
people confusing it with a mere increase
in farm prices, said Mr. Stacy. Increase
in farm prices if accomplished by an
increase in other prices would not raise
the {farmers’ purchasing power or benefit
him financially as far as current ex-
penses are concerned. Parity price,
when secured, will make a unit of farm
produce buy as much as it would before
the war.

“A difference was noted between the
different sections of Iowa as well as be-
tween individual women”, said Mnr.
Stacy. In Plymouth County, near the
heart of the so-called “farm-strike ter-
ritory” in western Iowa, 11 out of 26
women said that increased farm income
would be the most important result.
Nine felt that the opportunity for more
leisure was most important and six said
that the most significant element in the
program is the beginning of a long-time
utilization plan.

In Muscatine County, in eastern Iowa,
where the advantages of town-country co-

cperation are more in evidence, according
to Mr. Stacy, 6 of 14 women gave better
understanding between rural and urban
people as the most important. Three
listed training in cooperation first; 3, the
land utilization element ; 1, parity prices;
and 1, increased farm income. Interest
was greatest in soil conservation benefits
in Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties
in northeastern Iowa where the land is
hilly and rough.

“This small, but representative, cross
section of Jowa farm women ”, said Mr.
Stacy, “ indicated that increased farm
income, while of great immediate im-
portance, is only one of the benefits to be
dgerived from the adjustment program.
The long-time phases of the program are
probably even more important from the
social viewpoint in that they may result
in a better ordered society and system
of agriculture.

“ Finest of all is the new understand-
ing between town and country and the
assurance that we will not have to con-
tinue ‘sweat-shop methods’ of produc-
tion on the farm in order to make a
living, but will be able to adjust our
work program to provide an opportunity
for profitable leisure, a higher standard
of living, and greater enjoyment of life.”

VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TEACHER, A. G. Kirkpatrick, explains the
corn-hog contract to a group of farmers attending his evening class in Per-

kins, Okla.

County Agent Word Cromwell, seated at the table, is ready to help
make out contracts or assist in any way he can.

This is just one example of in-

struction given in many counties and communities in carrying on the adjustment
program. OKklahoma’s 100 white vocational agriculture teachers have reached

15,000 farmers through their night classes for farmers.

About 250 of these night

classes, almost entirely on adjustment work, have been held this season.

Page 45



Page 46

Extension Service Review .

Vol.6,No.3

The Road to Economic
Recovery

(Oontinued from page 3§)
not an increase at all commensurate
with the increase in the price of agricul-
tural products.

At first thought you will ask how the
wage bill can be increased by an indus-
try without increasing the prices
charged. This is the very crux of the
recovery program. It was by reducing
production and wages in some industries
without a corresponding drop in prices,
that we destroyed exchangeability. To
restore it the process must be reversed.
In many industries the declining volume
of production in the last 3 years has
increased overhead costs per unit of
product.

In order to meet this increasing cost,
the industrialists have, on the one hand,
maintained prices at nearly their former
level, and on the other hand, have re-
duced wage rates and employment. In
this way they shifted the burden of re-
duction to the workers, brought on un-
employment and destroyed purchasing
power.

To regain exchangeability, it is nec-
essary that the increased direct costs of
operation attributable to paying higher
wages should be absorbed by profit takers
without any increase in prices. This in-
volves spreading overhead and increasing
wages so that the increased volume of
production can be purchased by workers,
or in part by workers and in part by
farmers who receive more from the work-
ers for the commodities they supply.

It must be recognized, of course, that
there are many industries which fall be-
tween the two extremes of price flexibil-
ity and price rigidity. In such indus-
tries, the regaining of exchangeability
requires that only part of the increased
costs due to increased wages be absorbed
by the industry through a wider spread-
ing of overhead costs, while the remain-
der of the increased costs is passed on
to the consumer. In still other indus-
tries in which prices have fallen very
greatly over their earlier level, a return
to an economic balance would undoubt-
edly require that the whole of the in-
creased costs be passed on to the con-
sumer. In such cases, the worker would
be directly benefited at the expense of
the consumer, a condition properly
parallel to that in respect to agricul-
tural products.

It will be seen that the most impor-
tant consideration in all this is that in-
creased payments should be made to
workers without a corresponding in-
crease in charges made to the consumer.
The reverse of this has taken place dur-
ing the depression. Less and less money
has been paid out in pay rolls, while
the prices of industrial products have
shown no corresponding decline. The
reversal of this process is necessary to
recovery.

Because of the importance of this, it
would seem that insufficient attention
has been given to classifying industries
according to the extent to which the in-
creased costs could be properly passed
on to the consumer and the extent to
which they ought to be absorbed by the

industry. To the extent that industry
effectively supports the present program,
the increased wages paid out will repre-
sent new purchasing power, a net gain in
the demand for the products of industry
and agriculture, and a real step forward
toward recovery. To the extent that a
lifting of prices out of proportion to in-
creased costs occurs, we will have re-
tarded progress. The balance of gain
or loss from the industrial sector is the
responsibility now of industry itself.

So far we have covered the agricul-
tural and industrial programs. A third
major factor consists of public and civil
works. Through these programs, it is
intended that a large volume of new pur-
chasing power shall be created. By
these expenditures, workers are given
increased power to buy. This power to
buy means that the money paid out for
these purposes will go directly for the
purchase of goods. The Public Works
program is getting under way. There
have been difficult problems of organi-
zation. Like any effort of this sort re-
sults are slow to appear in the early
stages. But a formidable momentum is
now apparent.

These, then, are the main features of
the recovery program. The complete
success of each depends upon the suc-
cess of the others carried on as parallel
drives in the grand strategy. They con-
stitute a reasoned whole which should
carry, us to success. The failure of any
one of these three attacks to attain its
objective means the partial failure of
the others, and the necessity of beginning
anew.

Working with Young People

HE need of arousing the interest in
agriculture, homemaking, and com-
munity-building activities of young men
and women in the age group just above
that ordinarily reached by boys’ and
girls’ 4-H club work was realized by ex-
tension workers of the Missouri College
of Agriculture. Last year they planned
a program of activities particularly for
young people from 18 years of age to
the age when adult extension work is
taken up. This program was introduced
for the first time in Cass, Holt, Jackson,
Nodaway, and Pettis Counties.
Extension workers have observed that
interest in 4-H club work usually drops
materially in the upper ages and that
rural young men and women beyond 20
years of age had not been given adequate
consideration in the extension program.
In the State at large, the extension in-
terest practically disappears at 20 to

reappear again at about 30 for a slow
climb to 40 or 45 where it remains
constant until 60 or 65. Evidently, this
is the period of greatest readjustment
in the lives of rural young people; con-
sequently, the regular extension pro-
grams have not served well their di-
versified interests. Many are establigh-
ing homes of their own in new com-
munities at this time of life; while
others are leaving the parental roof to
cast their lot elsewhere; and some are
attending college.

In 1933, the movement had 148 mem-
bers enrolled—72 young men and 76
young women. There were 96 projects
carried out, which included in agricul-
ture, beef production, bee keeping, dairy,
corn, commercial truck crops, farm ac-
counting, fruit, gardening, hogs, poultry,
sheep management, soil erosion, soybeans,
tobacco, turkeys, and vetch growing; and
in home economics, baking, clothing, food
preservation, household accounts, nutri-

tion, more attractive homes, and yard im-
provement. These activities were more
successful when the work of several mem-
bers was built around the same interest
with the agricultural projects fitting into
their place in farm management, and
the home-economics projects into a home-
management scheme, which facilitated
group instruction and group discussion.

In addition, regular county-wide or
community meetings were held which
were attended by all the young men and
women enrolled, both married and
single. These programs consisted of
business, recreational, and social activi-
ties in which all took an active part.
Picnics and educational tours were fea-
tures of the summer season.

These programs were conducted by the
county extension agents and home demon-
stration agents under the general guld-
ance of the State club staff and with the
assistance of the subject-matter specialists
of the Missouri College of Agriculture.



Home Outlook for Accomac County, Va.

HE home outlook for 1934 in Ac-

comac County, Va., was an added

feature to the regular crop outlook
meetings held annually in the county.
These community meetings were held
from December 4 to 9, with an average
attendance of 469 farm men and women.
At each meeting a part of the program
was devoted to a report on a recent
survey of the family’s home furnishing
needs and the family food requirements by
Nora Miller, home demonstration agent.

Survey Interpreted

The interpretation of this survey given
to Accomac County homemakers was
somewhat as follows: The homes in the
county after 4 years of reduced income
showed that the homemakers in their
determination to keep up appearances,
have been ingenious, but economic
schemes are almost exhausted and con-
tinued efficient operation of the house is
dependent on utensils and serving dishes.

Sheets have been opened in the middle
and the selvages sewed together, pillow
cases made over, window shades turned
upside down, and leaking cooking utensils
patched.

Twenty-five members of the homemak-
ing advisory board furnished facts about
their equipment on a questionnaire given
by the agent during November, on which
the following articles were listed : Sheets,
pillowcases, blankets or comforts, towels,
table cloths, window shades, large cook-
ing utensils, and tableware. The women
reported the number of these articles
usually kept on hand, number bought in
1932, number bought in 1933, and number

needed in 1934, the number of people in
the family, and number of beds in the
home. The members listed purchases in
1934 which will bring the supply up to
the standard of those usually kept.

The average number of sheets usually
kept was 4 per bed. The number on
hand is 3 per bed and one extra for each
3 beds. In 1933 one sheet was bought
for each bed and one extra for each 2
beds. Figures for pillowcases were the
same,

Three towels for each person and 3
extra for each 5 people are usually kept.
Now there are 2 for each person and 1
extra for each 2 people, and 1 more for
each person is needed. The window-
shade requirement is 1 for each 4 win-
dows. Each family will need two large
cooking utensils such as boilers, kettles,
and dishpans, and one coffee pot. Addi-
tional dishes needed are 3 cups and 3
plates for each 4 people, and 1 glass for
each person; four times as many of the
above articles are needed as were bought
in 1933.

Winter Coats

The only check made of the family
wardrobe was on winter coats, All the
women and all the men except one have
not bought a coat in the past 2 years
and will need one in 1934. '

No facts were collected on the needed
repairs of screens, walls, woodwork,
floors, and stairs, but this need is evident.

Food Requirements

According to a food-requirement study
in the county, about nine tenths of the

food necessary for the balanced diet can
be produced and preserved on the farm.
The requirements for one adult for 1
year follows: 76 gallons of whole milk
or its equivalent in cheese and butter-
milk; 100 pounds of leafy green and yel-
low vegetables; 90 pounds of tomatoes
and citrus fruits; 210 pounds of other
vegetables and fruits; 25 pounds of dried
fruits; 165 pounds of potatoes and sweet-
potatoes; 160 pounds of flour and ce-
reals; 20 pounds of dried peas, beans, and
nuts; 16 dozen eggs; 100 pounds of beef,
pork, fish, lamb, and poultry; 52 pounds
of facts including butter, oils, bacon, and
salt pork; and 60 pounds of sweets in-
cluding sugar, molasses, honey, jams, and
jellies. A balanced diet, the women re-
ported, saves doctor and dentist bills.

Gardens
In 1933 some people had year-round

_gardens, filled their canning budget, and

supplemented their canned pantry foods
with fresh green vegetables during the
fall and winter months. The women in
home demonstration groups reported
26,000 quarts of canned goods; the 4H
girls 831 quarts; the total having a cash
value of $6,191.25.

The needed repairs and replacements
of necessary home equipment, the status
of the family wardrobe, and obligations
hanging over from depression years will
absorb forecasted farm profits in 1934.
If most of the food for the family is pro-
vided on the farm and the available cash
is used wisely for other necessities the
Accomac County farm home can enter the
new era with few scars of the depression.

&« HERE are 4-H club champions
10 years after?” is the interest-
ing question which Alex D. Cobb, assist-
ant director of extension in Delaware,
has answered regarding 10 boys and 4
girls in that State. With only one excep-
tion, he found that they were all actively
identified with farm and home life.
Three of the girls are married. One
girl is a teacher of home economics, an-
other a leader in the grange and a suc-
cessful turkey grower; and another is in
partnership with her husband and father
in raising purebred cattle and seed corn.
All of them are leaders in the local 4-H
clubs.
Five of the boys are successful farmers
with high standards of production. Six
of them are graduates of agricultural

colleges, and three of these are teachers
of vocational agriculture. When things
are to be done in their communities these
boys and girls have a part in the work.

OMMUNITY or cooperative canning

has been done in Scores of Ar-
kansas communities in the 51 counties
that have been active in this project.
The equipment for this service consists
of 386 permanently located centers, 70
sets of “roving” canning equipment,
and 4 canners on wheels. All of this
equipment is under the supervision and
direction of the extension workers in
the State. Special training has been
given to those who have charge of the
canning centers.

DDISON COUNTY, Vt, farmers
hauled over 4,000 tons of “ marble
dust” or agricultural lime from the
quarry of the Rock Products Co. near
Middlebury last summer and fall. The
landscape around Middlebury is liter-
ally dotted with lime piles.

R. O. Randall, county agent of Addi-
son County, who has been very active in
promoting the use of this material among
the farmers of his county during the
year, states that most of it will be used
to prepare soils for alfalfa growing.

The *“marble dust”, according to re-
cently conducted tests by the agronomy
department of the Vermont Agricultural
College, has a neutralizing value of 98.4
percent, which compares very favorably
with that of commercial lime regularly
sold on the market.
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National 4-H Club Radio Program
Annual Theme: 4-H Club Work Influences the Farm and Home

Fifth Phase—The Contribution 4-H Club Work Has Made to Farming and the Farm Life
of the Negroes

Saturday, May 5, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time

What I Have Learned About Foods and
Nutrition Has Improved the Health of
Our Family . ___________________

Farm Practices Have Improved on Our
Farm Because of 4-H Club Work.__

What We Emphasize in 4-H Club Work_

The Contribution 4-H Club Work Ilas
Made to Farming and the Farm Life of
the Negroes ________ o ___

Music We Should Know—Fifth Phase of
the 1934 National 4H Music Hour—
Featuring Compositions by Cadman,
Nevin, Lieurance, De Koven, and Skil-

4-H club Negro girl.

4-I1 club Negro boy.

T. M. Campbell, field agent, Negro
work, Extension Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

J. B. Pierce, field agent, Negro
work, Extension Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

United States Marine Band.

A County Agent’s Day

County Agent T. C. Kennard of Vinton County, Ohio,
gives a glimpse of his day

€ ECTIC"” is a good word to use in

describing the life of a county
agent nowadays, and on rare occasions
“heckled” might be appropriate. If
variety is the spice of life, we surely
ought to have plenty of seasoning. All
of which merely means that apparently
there is no end or limit as to number and
variety of things a county agent is asked
to do or to know about these days. In
the course of one day we have been asked
to adjust a sewing machine with a pecu-
liar ailment. Thanks to R. D. Barden's
able tutoring a year or two ago, we were
able to diagnose the trouble of long
standing and secure another satisfied
customer.

Among other requests for our assist-
ance were the following:

How to fill out processing tax blanks
for hogs, no weights kept, no nothing!
Didn’t know a hog had so many parts to
him. These requests were too numerous
to mention.

How's this one? How to make whole-
wheat bread without sugar, for a dia-
betic or something. We didn't know but
Miss Garvin did. Thanks Alma, we get
the customer.

By letter: “I have a farm in Vinton
County with young peach orchard neg-
lected. We want to get farm back to

grass and make orchard profitable.
Don’t want to spend much money on it.”

Other requests want us to recommend
someone for Civil Works Administration
project to serve on this committee, talk
to our parent-teachers’ association, lo-
cate eroded farms for camp superintend-
ent and explain what it is all about to a
farmer who has such a farm, suggest
and help plan and conduet program
for boys’ camp, install officers at grange,
teach Sunday school class, or what have
you.

By letter again : * Please hurry up with
those soil samples requested 2 months

ago.” This from Dodd; supposedly a
friend.
By telegram: * Must have annual re-

This from That's

port at once.”
a pal for you.

Oh well. we're not complaining. In
fact we're glad for these calls. That is
what we have been asking for. We like
to have folks feel as this man—*“T'll go
ask the county agent. He will tell me
more about it in 10 minutes than I can
get from the other fellow in a week.”
That's what he said and although we
modestly denied it, we didn't argue the
matter with him.

Service—that is our job as we see it.
Possibly we don't guide this service as

we should or could, but it does fit our
people and we try to do the job as we
see it.

New Motion Pictures

HE sound “movies” available for

distribution by the United States
Department of Agriculture have been
augmented by six additional releases
with special musical scores made through
the cooperation of the United States
Marine Band, the Army Band, and the
Navy Band. These pictures, in addition
to those already being circulated by the
Office of Motion Pictures, make a total
of 14 sound subjects available for free
distribution.

The pictures scored by the Marine
Band Orchestra, under the leadership of
Capt. Taylor Branson, are “ Forest and
Water ”, a 1-reel picture designed to point
out the vital influence that the forest
has on the water supply, and “ Forest
and Health”, a 1-reel picture showing
how the forest ministers to the spiritual
and physical health of mankind. Both
of these films are Forest Service re-
leases.

The Army Band, led by Lt. Thomas F.
Darcy, has provided an appropriate mu-
sical setting for a 1-reel Public Roads
picture, *“ Roads to Wonderland ”, which
shows scenic shots of Mount Hood in
Oregon National Forest, Crater Lake in
Crater National Park, and Yosemite Na-
tional Park. A Forest Service picture,
the “A. B. C. of Forestry” (1 reel).
originally made especially for use in the
Civilian Conservation Corps camps, has
also been scored by the Army Band.
This picture conveys elementary infor-
mation about the forest and the practices
of forestry.

“ Highway Beautification” (2 reels)
and “ Forest and Wealth” (1 reel) have
been scored by the Navy Band Orchestra,
led by Lt. Charles Benter. The first, a
Bureau of Public Roads picture, suggests
practical ways for preserving and en-
hancing the beauty of roadside plant ma-
terial and otherwise beautifying high-
ways and adding to the safety and
comfort of travel by elimination of ob-
structions. The latter is a Forest Serv-
ice picture, which depicts a story of the
forest’s contribution to industry and the
comfort and wealth of mankind.

The 35 mm prints of the new sound
pictures may be borrowed by application
to the Office of Motion Pictures, United
States Department of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, D.C. No rental is charged, but
the borrower must pay transportation. A
list of the other available sound fllms
may also be obtained upon request.



Let Us Open‘ the Doors

N ALL civilized lands today we stand appalled by the tragic nonsense of misery and want in the midst of tre-
mendous world stocks of essential goods. Science has given us control over nature far beyond the wildest
imaginings of our grandfathers. But unfortunately those attitudes, religious and economic, which produced

such keen scientists and aggressive business men the civilized world over, make it impossible for us to live with the
balanced abundance which now would be ours if we were willing to accept it with clean, understanding hearts. § I am
deeply concerned in this because I know that the social machines set up by this administration will break down
unless they are inspired by men who in their hearts catch a larger vision than the hard-driving profit motives of the
past. Our people on the street and on the soil must caange their attitude concerning the nature of man and the
nature of human society. They must develop the capacity to envision a cooperative objective and be willing to
pay the price to attain it. They must have the intelligence and the will power to turn down simple solutions
appealing to the short-time selfish motives of a particular class. { If we could rid the general mass of our people of
that paralyzing fear which breeds and grows at a bare sustenance level of wages and prices, and which spreads in
time to infect the whole of business and society, it is conceivable that we could proceed in time from an economy
of denied plenty, with heaping surpluses next door to bitter hunger, to an economy of potential abundance developed
to the uttermost and ungrudgingly shared. It is mean and niggardly in a land so wide and rich as this one, and
many others, to stem the currents of production, and to deflect the things all men desire into channels so limited,
for a privileged few. It is bad management. Perhaps we can evolve in this country an economy that deals in
potentialities instead of in denial. Perhaps in time we <hall be able to unleash the productive capacities of all our
industries, including agriculture, and turn out for the widest distribution imaginable the kind of goods which
Americans, and people throughout the world in general, so achingly desire. § The purpose of the New Deal is to
revive the feeling of mutual obligation and neighborliness which marked our early pioneer settlements, and to make
that spirit effective throughout the modern interdependent community, the Nation as a whole. I wonder if one
reason that the people in those simpler societies were more neighborly and less inclined to prey upon one another,
was not simply that their fear was of nature rather than of their fellow man. They knew for certain that theyv
did not have to gouge other men in order to live and provide for their own. They were free men, secure. They
were not driven by that fear of nameless forces which haunts both farm and city faces throughout this world now.
They were not forced to strike out blindly against these remote, anonymous forces; and to be uncompromising, hard
and mean in self-defense. I feel that in all civilized countries we are all heartily sick of such meanness. § That
an enforced meanness has throughout modern society become a real menace, no one can deny. The bread-
lines testify to this reality; a million forced sales of farms in this country tell another part of the wretched story;
and then you have only begun to take count of all the millions the world over who live in constant and degrading
fear that the same thing may happen to them tomorrow. § There can be no final answer to our present difficulties;
there can hardly be even a satisfactory tentative answer until we decide which way we want to go. That question
should be debated throughout America, and on the highest possible plane. It should be debated in Congress, in
public forums, in city and in country schoolhouse meetings in every State. This time, our course must not be
decided behind closed doors, either in Washington or on Wall Street. The people must be let in on the problem.
This time, let us open the doors and debate our future course throughout the length and breadth of the land.

H O wnJ 6 L Ra e
Secretary of Agriculture.




A.A.A. PROGRESS REPORTED

A complete and detailed description of what
has been done during the last nine months
in extending relief to farmers 1s contained
in a 393-page report just published by
the Department. This report is entitled

AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT

A Report of Administration of the
Agricultural Adjustment Act
May 1933 to February 1934

A glance at the chapter headings will
give some idea of the completeness of this
report. Although not all extension work-
ers will be interested in the entire report,
a thorough reading of certain sections will
be of benefit to evervone. The expense of
printing the report has made it necessary
to limit the edition. However, the free
distribution of the complete report will
include all extension workers and teachers
of vocational agriculture. Copies may
also be purchased from the Superintend-
ent of Documents, Washington, D.C., for

25 cents each.

ExTENSION SERVICE

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

CHAPTER HEADINGS

OBJECTIVES AND MECHANISMS
ORGANIZATION

COTTON

WHEAT

TOBACCO

CORN AND HOGS

DAIRY PRODUCTS

RICE

SPECIAL CROPS

SUGAR

BEEF CATTLE AND SHEEP
SURPLUS RELIEF OPERATIONS

MISCELLANEOUS CODES AND MAR-
KETING AGREEMENTS

CONSUMERS’ COUNSEL

COURT DECISIONS ON CONSTITUTION-
ALITY

INCIDEXCE OF PROCESSING TAXIES
EFFECT ON FARM BUYING POWER
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In This Issue

THE problem of long-time agri-
cultural adjustment is being
studied by leaders in agriculture,
and by farmers who realize that
they must farm together and not
against one another. In his com-
prehensive statement on this sub-
ject, H. R. Tolley, Assistant Ad-
ministrator of the Agricultural
Adjustment Administration, says,
“First consideration will havetobe
given to determining the volume
of production necessary to main-
tain ourown populationon an ade-
quate level of comsumption for
food and clothing. Added to this
must be the probable volume of
farm products that can be sold
abroad at remunerative prices.
Imports of farm products must
also be considered. Account will
have to be taken of trends in con-
sumption now under way, of pos-
sible future changes in dietary
habits, and of the effects of vary-
ing levels of business activity and
consumer purchasing power.”

ox,, ] T S A SHIFT to more pas-
*ﬁ- ture and forage crops
e desirable and practical?
W J.T.Jardine,Chief,Office
a=t el of Experiment Stations,
discusses the recommendations of
the interbureau committee ap-
pointed by Secretary Wallace to
work on a back-to-grass-and-for-
age program. The State exper-
iment stations and State exten-
sion services can give valuable
assistance to farmers who see the
general logic in farming less in-
tensively but who may not be able
to see the possibility of altering their
own farm enterprises.

NTENSIVE soil-saving programs car-
I ried on by county extension agents
and terracing specialists in Arkansas
and Missouri have resulted in protect-
ing thousands of acres of fertile rolling
and hilllandsfromerosion. These men
instructed groups of farmers at terrac-
ing schools and demonstrations so that
they could terrace their own farms and
show other farmers how the work
should be done.
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On The Calendar

Washington State 4-H Club
Camp, Pullman, Wash., June
11-16.

National 4-H Club Camp,
Washington, D.C., June 14-20.

American Association for the
Advancement of Science, Berke-
ley, Calif., June 18-23.

4-H Short Course,
Conn., July 22-29.

Farm and Home Week, Am-
herst, Mass., July 24-27.

Farmers’ Week, Storrs, Conn.,
July 30 to August 3.

Tri-State Fair, Amarillo, Tex.,
September 15-21.

Storrs,

Eastern States Exposition,
S gringﬁeld, Mass., September
16-22.

FARM records have been respon-
sible for changes made in farm-
ing in Knox County, Ohio, where
County Agent S. L. Anderson’s
record in this project is outstand-
ing. When analyses of farm ac-
counts showed members of the
Knox County Farm Improvement
Club that if they wanted to in-
crease theirfarmincome they must
tind new sourcesof income they got
busy and changed their farm plans.

WH,\T do farmers think of the
Agricultural Adjustmentpro-
gram? Director H. J.C.Umberger
of Kansas gives us a concise state-
ment based on reports gathered
from Kansas farmers, who have
been actively engaged in carrying
out the program in cooperation
with the Kansas Extension Serv-
ice, and the opinions gathered
from newspaper editors of his State.
i ucH credit is due exten-

sion workers in Whit-
man County, Wash., for get-
ting a 97 percent sign-up in
the wheat-adjustment cam-
paign in the largest wheat-producing
county in the United States. The total
benefits for the county in 1933 will
amount to approximately $1,600,000
minus local administrative costs of
considerably less than one half cent
per bushel.
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Back to Grass and Forage

N INTERBUREAU committee ap-
pointed by Secretary Wallace to
work with the Extension Service

and the Office of Information on a back-
to-grass-and-forage program is urging
farmers to give serious consideration to
possibilities of shifting to less intensive
methods of using the land. Such a
change in the Nation’s production sched-
ule involves an increase in pasture and
roughage acreage at the expense of cul-
tivated crops.

This recommendation is in harmony
with the emergency programs of the Ag-
ricultural Adjustment Administration to
get supplies in balance with demand.

The United States has lost much of its
foreign market for agricultural products.
A declining rate of increase in the home
population indicates that growth of the
domestic market cannot be depended ou
to take up the slack. Every probability
is that the domestic and foreign markets
combined will not absorb the production
of our agricultural plant, if present
methods of production continue. Until
we can again sell the total output of our
acres, there is no reason for farmers
to produce to the limit of the land’s ca-
pacity.

Farmers can reduce their total output
by means they are now using—by taking

out of surplus crops small plots on’

several million farms. As time goes on,
public agencies can contribute to the
same end by facilitating the return to
forest, recreation, and wild-life uses of
much land that ought not to be farmed.

Another and relatively permanent way
to promote an adjustment of supply to
demand is for farmers to change to less
intensive methods of farming. Not many
years ago we plowed up about 40,000,000
acres of grassland to meet an extraordi-
nary demand. We have kept on pro-
ducing at high speed. It is time we put

1 Mr. Jardine is chairman of the interbureau
committee appointed by Secretary Wallace.
The other members are Dr. C. L. Holmes, Bu-
reau of Agricultural Economics; R. R. Graves,
Bureau of Dairy Industry; Dr. A. J. Pleters,
Bureau of Plant Industry; Dr. C. B. Smith,
Bxtension Service; and E. W. Sheets, Bureau
of Animal Industry.
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J. T. JARDINE!
Chief, Office of Experiment Stations

considerable acreage back to grass and
legumes, and, fortunately, farmers in
many regions are already moving in that
direction.

Wider use of pasture and meadows in
our farming system will reduce the pro-
duction of cash crops, slow up production

J. T. Jardine,

of animal products per an:mal unit, con-
scrve the fertility of the soil, and, for
agriculture as a whole, will produce in-
creased net returns.

Pastures and Roughages

The shift should not, as so many sup-
pose, increase the surplus of livestock
products and the surplus of grain usually
fed to livestock. At present about 70
percent of our grain acreage produces
feed for animals. On the average, such
acreage produces more animal subsist-
ence than does an average acre of pas-
ture and about the same as an average
acre of roughage. Shifting from grain
crops to pasture and roughages, there-
fore, not only tends to reduce animal
feed, but when more pastures and rough-
ages are planted at the expense of grain

crops, the surpluses of the latter are also .

partially removed.

The dairy farmer’'s gross income may
be less if he has his cows on roughage
and pasture, but his costs of production
should be less also. The same is true
of the meat producer. It is net income
rather than gross income that counts.
Farmers often strive to get the last
bushel of grain from the soil, the last
pound of milk from the cow, or the last
pound of meat from the steer. They
should not forget that there is a point
of diminishing returns.

It is significant that during a period of
relatively high prices, farmers in typi-
cally hilly land in the Middle West with
one half their land in pasture made more
money than those with only one fourth
of their land in pasture. Experiments
by the Bureau of Dairy Industry indi-
cate that dairy farmers in many regions
by feeding less grain and more roughage,
may produce less milk and at the same
time obtain a greater profit.

Soil Erosion

It is sometimes difficult for the indi-
vidual farmer to protect his land from
soil erosion and the loss of fertility.
But if these forces can be checked with-
out sacrificing net income, the effort is
doubly worth while. Everyone knows
that pasture conserves soil fertility. As
a preventive of soil erosion, grass cover
is second only to forest cover. Cotton
and corn land of gentle slope loses as
much as 14 to 17 tons of soil per acre
annually, The same land in Bermuda
grass, blue grass, or Lespedeza loses only
from 0.04 to 0.9 tons of soil per acre
annually. When it is necessary to re-
duce production, it should be done by
means that do not squander productivity.

On the individual farm many questions
affect the practicability of shifting sub-
stantially from cultivated crops to pas-
ture and roughage. Each farmer must
examine the problem for himself. State
experiment stations and the State exten-
sion services are in a position to give in-
valuable assistance to farmers who see
the general logic in farming less inten-
sively but who may not be able to see the

(Continued on page 30)

Page 49‘



Page 50

Extension Service Review

Vol.5,No. 4

Subsistence Homesteads and Land
Utilization

NE OF THE most ambitious land-

utilization projects which has
been undertaken by the Subsistence
Homesteads Division of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, is located in
Jasper and Putnam Counties, Ga. It is
being established for the purpose of dem-
onstrating how farm families living on
submarginal land may be aided. Five
hundred families in the Cotton Belt will
eventually take part in the movement,
leaving their present eroded and worn-
out cotton farms to locate on subsistence
homesteads on good farming lands.

In this project, which is being worked
out in cooperation with the University
System of the State of Georgia, the
homesteaders will not continue to raise
cotton. This will further reduce the
cotton acreage in the State in line with

the present adjustment activity. The
farmers who are moved to the home-
steads will practice diversified farming
on small acreages, and supply first of all
food for home consumption. Perhaps
some noncompeting crops will be devel-
oped as an aid for these families. How-
ever, a major part of their cash income
is expected to come from some source
outside of agricultural activities. It is
hoped that small industries will be en-
couraged to locate nearby, thus partly
solving the problem of cash income.
Similar projects are under considera-
tion in Walker County, Ala., and in the
northern part of Wisconsin. In the
Wisconsin activity farmers are to be
given an opportunity to move. to better
land in the same county. The land taken
out of cultivation in this region will be

used for forestry and it is expected that
this activity will furnish part-time em-
ployment for many of the homesteaders.,

The Subsistence Homestead Division
does not contemplate any increase in the
number of farmers. It aims to demon-
strate the practicability of a new way
of life that implies a combination of in-
dustry and agriculture on a part-time
basis. The program of activity for the
division includes, to date, 25 projects in
14 States.

The Subsistence Homesteads Division
advances loans for the purchase of land,
for the building of substantial homes, and
for the establishing of families on the
3- to 8-acre subsistence homesteads; this
money to be returned to the division over
a long period of time to enable the
development of further projects. The
homesteader agrees to repay the loan in
20 to 25 years through a Government-
owned corporation formed at the time the
project is established.

Back to Grass and Forage
(Continued from page 49)

possibility of altering their own farm
enterprises. For this reason, most of the
Department’s educational material on
the present program will be cleared
through the State directors and editors
of extension, with the thought that it
will be modified by the State experiment
station and extension service specialists,
to it in with local conditions and State
oxtension programs.

One of the knottiest problems that the
individual faces is that of labor, for
much of the saving accomplished by
changing to less intensive farming is the
labor cost.

Secretary Wallace points out: “ The
unemployment situation has caused the
children of most farmers to remain on
_ the farm in recent years. * * * The
supply of labor available within the farm
family is steadily growing. This labor
must have employment, and to give it the
operator of the farm needs either to en-
large his holding or to cultivate more
intensively what he now has. This
gituation will retard the return of crop
land on many farms to pasture and for-
age production.”

And then he adds this significant state-
ment: “ But if the Nation decides that
returning land to pasture must be empha-
sized as a national policy, and it turns
out to be against the immediate inter-
.ests of the individual, it is up to the
Nation to make it possible for the indi-
vidual to take the step. That is the solu-
tion of the difficulty of the surplus
adopted in the Adjustment Act with its
.system of benefit payments to bring

prices closer to parity, and finance farm-
ers through the period of balancing up
our national agricultural plant.

“Indeed that system and those pay-
ments now make it possible for thousands
of farmers to make the switch to pasture
and roughage in larger proportions in
their farming practice. If that switch
seems generally desirable and if condi-
tions of land tenure, taxation, and other
legal or social situations seem to block it,
the Nation must deal with them.”

Changing Farming Practices

Obviously, farmers who have “‘con-
tracted acres” have the greatest im-
mediate opportunity to change their
farming practices to a more permanently
satisfactory basis. Joseph F. Cox, Chief
of the Replacement Crops Section of the
Agricultural Adjustment Administration,
refers to the 43 million acres temporarily
withdrawn from surplus production as
“ adjustment acreage.” This acreage, he
states, larger in total extent than the
State of Illinois, and constituting about
one sixth of the cultivated land of
America, is the battleground on which
the first attack in the campaign toward
an adjusted agriculture, balanced to
meet our market demands, must be
fought.

“The only logical adjustment in our
production”, says Mr. Cox, “is to use
these acres as a means of taking the first
step toward an agricultural set-up that
includes a much greater percentage of
pasture and forage and a much smaller
percentage of grain crops. A shift to
grass is apparently a practical method
by which our highly geared production
machinery can be slowed down without

a serious wrenching throughout the
whole structure.”

I should like also to cite this cogent
statement by Chester C. Davis: *“ This
in fact is the only practicable thing to
do with these acres. We cannot get rid
of them, and it would not be fair to
their owners, nor good national policy,
to allow their soil fertility—in fact the
very soil itself—to be drained away by
letting them lie idle * * *. When
our program of adjustment is complete,
we shall find that we have shifted from
a more intensive to a less intensive type
of farming. Farmers will work fewer
hours, and yet produce all the market
will take of their products.”

Since this interbureau committee was
formed early in March it has been recom-
mending immediate action. Seed is
available to plant some 3,000,000 acres
above normal to pasture. There is also
enough seed in addition to plant about
114 million acres above normal to alfalfa
and sweetclover. If first seedings were
rather thin, it might be possible to get
as much as 6,000,000 acres above normal
into pasture and roughage. This is only
a beginning. Farmers should be en-
couraged to save seed this season for
establishing pastures next spring.

Different regions, of course, require
different grasses, different methods of
use, and different fertilizer treatment, and
so on. There are regional management
problems. All these problems are clearly
up to the States, with the United States
Department of Agriculture furnishing
what assistance it can. The Department
has prepared a pasture handbook and has
numerous publications on grasses and
forage which may be had upon request.



The Problem of Long-Time

Agricultural

Adjustment

H. R. TOLLEY
Assistant Administrator, Agricultural Adjustment Administration

HIS is the first of two articles re-

viewing the relation of agricultural
production adjustment to the general
agricultural picture.

silon workers and those cooperat-

ing with them step by step our
drive for agricultural adjustment to
date. I take it that you are familiar
with what has been done. I do want,
however, to try at the outset with broad
strokes, to draw the whole picture to-
gether. The main fact is that we had
to get some 40,000,000 acres of land re-
tired from production, and that we are
now in the midst of forced emergency
maneuvers to that end.

During the World War some 50,000,-
000 acres in Europe, not counting Rus-
sia, went out of cultivation. The United
States brought about 40,000,000 more
acres into cultivation and geared up its
whole farm plant into a higher produec-
tion. After the war we kept it up. We
kept on farming as if there were still
great hungry foreign markets crying for
our crops. In reality, such markets were
rapidly dwindling. The world owed us
money; we would not accept goods in
return. With our tariff wall as it was,
and still is, the only way we could keep
up the appearance of a great foreign
custom was to lend those other nations
more and more money with which to
keep on taking our food and fabrics.
This is what we did until about 1928.
Finally we got sense enough to quit it.
The false front of our foreign markets
at once collapsed. We had at last to
face the fact that we were farming, at
least, 40,000,000 acres too much land.

Production Control

Beginning in May of 1933, with the
passage of the Agricultural Adjustment
Act, we have attacked our problem bare-
handed employing a number of new
methods, the most important of which is
the allotment plan. The allotment idea,
very broadly stated, is to get that
40,000,000 or more acres of our national
area out of production, inducing each in-
dividual farmer to reduce his plantings a
certain percentage. The chief means we
have thus far employed, to obtain such
cooperation, is to pay farmers enough
Government money to make it worth
their while to come in. We are raising
this money by processing taxes.

I DO NOT have to recount to exten-

The voluntary allotment method has
proved of enormous value. It is epabling
us to set up rapidly and democratically
the social maclﬂnery absolutely neces-
sary to an orderly farm production in
this country. At the same time, I think
we ought to recognize that our voluniary
or induced production-control campaigns
as now practiced, have probably got to
grow into something rather different if
they are to last. They are an admirable
emergency device. They are doing the
business, establishing the essential
groundwork for an orderly American ag-
riculture, organized from the ground up
to fight its own price battles for itself.

What we are getting for the money
we are disbursing in adjustment pay-
ments now, is a basic adjustment plainly
necessary to our national recovery.
Those 40,000,000 surplus acres have been
jamming with their products the chan-
nels of trade. Our farm surplus output
played a part in bringing on the general
business paralysis which closed every
bank in the land last March, We could
not go on forever without planning.

Acreage Reduction

Operating largely under the allotment
method, we expect by the end of 1934 to
have pared 20,000,000 acres, piece by
piece, out of our national corn acreage;
15,000,000 acres out of cotton; 7,500,000
acres out of wheat; and 500,000 acres out
of tobacco. Add it up, and it comes to
43,000,000 acres of the United States to
be taken out of commercial, competi-
tive production, under the voluntary
allotment method, farm by farm, pro
rata, by the end of this year.

That is a tremendous amount of land
to take out of use. Forty-three milldon
acres is considerably more than the area
of Illinois. It is almost one eighth of
all the cultivated land in the United
States. Now, suppose we have by the
end of this year reached our goal, sup-
pose we have 43,000,000 acres taken out
of the crops I have named, taken out in
fields, strips, and patches all over the
country. Displacement is on the basis
of wherever those crops happened to be
growing when we launched allotment
campaigns. If all these campaigns suc-
ceed, we shall experience a measurable
relief from the pressure and danger of
agricultural surpluses. But, we shall
still be a long way from making the
wisest use of our land.

H. R. Tolley.

Our efforts toward land retirement thus
far have been, necessarily, an emergency
drive to get out a certain proportion of
certain crops throughout the country, re-
gardless of whether any given part of
the country ought to be growing more
or less of the crop in question. Allotted
withdrawals under the present system,
tend to proceed, crop by crop, without
due regard for correct farm-management
interrelations, on farms, and by regions.
‘We have made a good beginning, but in
so doing, we have plainly let ourselves
in for a much longer and much harder
job. That is the way of progress. Our
largely successful scramble to take out
land in patches, and to organize farm-
ers for controlled production, is stimu-
lating a great deal of new thinking.
It is making our farmers think in terms
of farming together, not against one an-
other. It is creating a multitude of new
situations which force us all, as never
before, to think hard and fast. We can’t
sit around now as we used to and con-
template the dream of a land in order,
wisely used. Every day we are doing
something which makes it more impera-
tive that we think ahead of the present
stage of agricultural reorganization and
set up a permanent land program for
the long pull.

We are formulating such a program.
From reports i the press and elsewhere,
you have probably heard something
about it. The reports to date have, gen-
erally speaking, been so various as to
leave one rather confused. One line of
comment, especially chosen by a few old-
time correspondents, who want to see the
new deal fail, holds that our whole vol-
untary allotment program has broken
down. Consequently, we are sald to be
dashing into complete compulsion as to
farm allotments: and at the same time
striding away from the allotment princi-
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ple altogether, in the direction of large,
outright Government purchases and with-
drawals of marginal land.

This is a totally incorrect version. We
are, at the insistence of a very large
farm sentiment, looking for some way to
hold in line the noncooperator; but we
are not doing this as dreamers, with our
eyes to the stars; we are trying to be
realists with our ears to the ground.

Again, we are pushing as fast as we
can toward a more selective retirement
of bad land: but we certainly do not sce
this thing of taking out mean, punich-
ing land in large chunks as a complete
substituie for the allotment method.

Large-scale land purchase and retire--

ment will be a supplement to, not a sub-
stitute for, a planned agricultural pro-
duction.

Flexible Plan

We need to develop and have as our
goal a comprehensive plan for agricul-
ture as a whole. Such a plan can not
be rigid and fixed but must be flexible
enough to meet changes in international
and industrial conditions as they arise.
1t must also provide for as much flexi-
bility and freedom of action, on the part
of individual farmers as is consistent
with a proper balance between farm pro-
duction and the demand therefor.

First consideration will have to be
given to determining the volume of pro-
Guction necessary to maintain our own
population on an adequate level of con-
sumption for food and clothing. Added
to this must be the probable volume of
farm products that can be sold abroad
at remunerative prices. Imports of farm
products must also be considered. Ac-
count will have to be taken of trends in
consumption now under way, of possible
future changes in dietary habits, and of
the effects of varying levels of business
activity and consumer purchasing power,

Appraisal of Resources

Next comes an appraisal of our ie-
rources, the distribution of our present
agricultural production, and the adapta-
tion of the different regions to the pro-
duction of the various crops and classes
of livestock. This appraisal would deter-
mine what lands now used for farming
had best be used for something else, and
what farm lands had best be devoted to
less intensive production than at pres-
ent, The objective will be to develop a
regionalized plan, which will result in
the desired volume of production and
which at the same time will be flexible
enough to permit each individual farmer
to follow the system best adapted to his
conditions.

Many people have felt that it is the
so-called submarginal land which s

largely'responsible for our surplus prob-
lem, and that if it only were taken out or
retired from cultivation that the situa-
tion would be corrected.

In an attempt to determine how im-
portant the production in such areas
really is, Dr. F. F. Elliott, of the Plan-
ning Division of the Agricultural Ad-
justment Administration, has made a
rough selection of some 25 areas, gen-
erally conceded to be the least produc-
tive type-of-farming argas in the United
States. If all the farm land in these
areas were Immediately retired com-
pletely from production, a change which
of course is neither desirable nor feasible,
there would be taken out approximately
125,000,000 to 140,000,000 acres, or about
14 percent of our total farm land; which
includes about 38,000,000 acres of crop
land harvested or roughly 10 percent of
that total.

This would reduce corn production
about 7 percent, wheat production 11
percent, cotton production 11 percent,
and hog production 5 percent.

Retiring Poor Land

Since in each of these poor regions
there are to be found smaller or larger
areas of good land, it is probable that
the effect of retiring the poorer portions
of the areas would not exceed 50 percent
of the above figures, and might be even
less.

While such a reduction would be of
some help in relieving the present excess
production, it obviously would not go
far in correcting the agricultural surplus
problem.

The main reasons for buying such
marg:.nal land out of production and
keeping it out, are social. Such land
does add something to the surpluses; but
our main concern with it in an inter-
woven program of land utilization, is to
stop bad land from wasting human lives.
A great many farms now being operated
condemn the people there, and their chil-
dren, to worse than peasant standards
of living, It would be sensible, as well
as decent, to give such people a chance
to sell and move to where they will have
a better chance. Not only that; you
want such land out of the new economic
picture. A closely allotted production
on our better lands would, I think, be
much easier to operate, and far more
effective, if we did not, as now, have to
carry along in the general movement,
tragically-handicapped backward, farm-
ing people, on marginal and submarginal
soil.

Production adjustment is not the only
problem which is making us lose sleep
in the Agricultural Adjustment Admin-
istration. We are trying, also, to hack
a new way through the modern jungle

of distribution. To this end, the Farm
Act places in our hands new weapons;
marketing agreements, with licensing
provisions, a governmental club behind
the door, to beat into line the chiseling
10 percent or so who are likely to defeat
any agreement among competitors to fit
their operations together and wipe out
waste, We have made fair, and in
some instances notable, progress toward
effective agreements as to the marketing
of compact, highly specialized agricul-
tural products. The canning peach
agreement and the citrus fruit agree-
ments are cases in point. Milk is some-
thing else. The industry is widely dif-
fused, and in some areas at war within
itself. At the present level of buying
power, the dairy business has been burst-
ing with contending surpluses. Our ut-
most efforts in writing milk marketing
agreements have convinced us that with-
out an crdered production, there can be
no orderly marketing. We have learned
that unless great care is taken in pre-
paring an agreement it is likely to blow
up in your lap.

Once we have managed to reduce our
burdensome stocks of the crops that we
used to export in quantity, our problem
of maintaining an internal balance of
spending power between agriculture and
industry, our major producing groups,
will perhaps become more clear-cut and
plain, though not, perhaps, less difficult.
For a long-time program of agricultural
adjustment, our aim should be the high-
est possible standard of living for all our
people, and for the greatest possible con-
tribution not only of our farms but of
all our other land to the national wel-
fare.

ARMERS in Florida who received

money in payment for crop reduction
in 1933 cannot be classed as hoarders.
They took their checks to town and pur-
chased needed supplies for the farm gnd
the farm family. They have paid back
taxes, reduced their debts, and purchased
clothing, foodstuffs, furniture, tires, fer-
tilizers, implements and seeds. Many
buildings and much farm machinery have
received long-needed repairs. Merchants
in the 14 counties where a survey dis-
closed the above facts said that farm
business has been much better this winter
than last.

ORE than 245 private landowners

purchased 755,675 spruce and pine
trees for forest plantings in New
Jersey during the past year. Fifty-four
percent of the trees were pine which
indicates that the trees are being used
for straight reforestation work. A large
number of the plantings were made in
the agricultural regions of the State.



The County Adjustment Campaigns

County Agents Tell How Wheat, Cotton, and Tobacco Contracts

Signing Up The Largest Wheat County

One of the outstanding achievements
of the wheat adjustment campaign was
the 97 percent sign-up in Whitman
County, Wash,, the largest wheat-pro-
ducing county in the United States.
The county has an area of 1,275,212 acres
(exclusive of towns and cities), of which
965,331 acres are listed as tillable. The
4-year average acreage in wheat was
458,729 acres, producing an average of
11,295,238 bushels of wheat, with an
average yleld of 24.6 bushels per acre.

Whitman County had only a 4-H club
Agent, A. F. Harms, when the wheat
program was announced. However, he
did excellent work in getting the educa-
tional campaign under way. It was not
until August 10, 1933, that Carl G. Izett,
a highly capable county agent, could be
transferred from Clark County to Whit-
man County. The county was divided
into 16 communities and the educational
meetings completed. On September 1,
R. P. Benson, was assigned to the
county as emergency agent to help with
the big job.

The organization meetings were begun
September 11 and completed September
30 when the county control association
was organized and a budget of $24,032
adopted. The sign-up was efficiently
carried out by moving the entire staff
into each of the community divisions,
devoting the morning to the sign-up and
the afternoon to the meeting and elec-
tion of the community committeemen.

The checking of applications began
October 1. The office staff had to be in-
creased to 6 checkers, 1 statistician, 1
chief clerk, 3 stenographers, 1 draftsman,
1 file clerk, 2 copyists, and 2 typists. In
addition to the county agent and the
emergency agent, the 4-H club agent and
the three members of the allotment com-
mittee were busily occupied with the
task. The staff occupied 4 large rooms
on the main floor and 2 in the basement
of the county courthouse.

The first check-up showed an excess of
437 acres and 809,932 bushels over the
official estimate. The second check cut
out 164,154 bushels, leaving the figure
still too high. Although the State Board
of Review accepted the 8screage, a 5%
“percent cut for all .applications was
necessary to reconcile figures with the
official estimate.

Adjusting the 4-year average to the
United States 5-year average showed a
total of 10,900,268 bushels. The total

Were Signed in Their Counties

Wheat benefit payments being issued in Whitman County, Wash. During the morning 1,236
checks totaling $304,000 were handed to wheat-producers in the county.

adjusted bushels under contract was 10,-
551,259, or 96.7 percent of the total aver-
age bushels, Only 380,000 bushels were
reported as noncooperating. Based on
the average wheat acres, 440,026 acres
were placed under contract and 16,392
reported as noncooperating,

The first shipment of contracts was
made December 28 when 2,783 contracts
weighing 147 pounds were expressed col-
lect to Washington, D.C. They were fol-
lowed with 59 on January 10 and 22
more sent later. Only 22 applicants re-
fused to sign contracts while 13 are still
being held as doubtful.

The first consignment of 4,224 checks,
totaling $1,037,054 in benefit payments,
was received January 30. When the sec-
ond installment of the 1933 payment is
made, the total benefits for the county
will amount to approximately $1,600,000
minus local administrative costs of con-
siderably less than one half cent per
bushel.

County Agent Izett and Emergency
Agent Benson, together with a loyal and
hard-working staff, did an outstanding
piece of work, considering the tremen-
dous number of applications and con-
tracts they were forced to check and the
number of wheat growers they had to
contact. How well the farmers were con-
vinced of the desirability of the agricul-
tural adjustment program is reflected

in the high sign-up and the enthusiastic

way they are cooperating in the corn-hog

reduction plan.

—W. D, Staats, Extension Editor,
Washington.

Well-Laid Plans Work

The wheat adjustment campaign in
Frederick County, Md., resulted in ob-
taining 1,422 applications, representing
approximately 82 percent of the wheat
acreage. There were 22 applicants who
refused to sign contracts—1,408 contracts
having been sent to Washington on No-
vember 22, Wheat allotment checks
totaling nearly $100,000 were distributed
the week before Christmas.

The success of the campaign can be
attributed mainly to thorough prelimi-
nary work which gained the support of
business men, bankers, and civic and
farm organizations. The county news-
papers were very helpful and cooperative
in using material regarding the cam-
paign. A series.of articles was used be-
fore any material was sent out to farm-
ers. Leading business and professional
men were acquainted with the program.
A temporary committee of farm leaders
was selected and thoroughly acquainted
with the provisions of the adjustment
plan.

The list of eligible wheat growers was
compiled and a letter sent to each con-

Page 53



Page 5

Extension Service Review

Vol.6,No. 4

County Agent Shoemaker of Frederick County, Md.. like many agents, found it necessary
to increase his clerical staff to handle the large volume of work resulting from production

adjustment activities.

taining pertinent fucts regarding the
plan. Twelve educational meetings were
well attended. At these meetings the
need and method of adjustment of wheat
production were explained, applications
were distributed, and instructions given
in filling out the various documents. No
‘“high-power” salesmanship was at-
tempted. An effort was made to pre-
sent the plan clearly and convincingly.
There were no arguments. Each man
was left to make his own decision. The
idea was presented that ¢ here is a plan
which affords the opportunity for farm-
ers to help themselves.” A second series
of meetings was held at which commu-
nity committees were elected. Much of
the success of the campaign is due to the
splendid type of men elected to these
committees. After the final sign-up
meetings every eligible producer was
contacted by a member of his local com-
mittee and given a flnal opportunity to
join with his neighbors in controlling
production.

That the program was carefully and
forcefully presented to farmers is borne
out by the fact that only 14 out of 1,422
applicants refused to sign contracts.

The essential features of the success
of the campaign were: A flne spirit of
cooperation on the part of producers;
thorough preliminary educational work
among business men and organization
leaders; active cooperation of farm or-
ganizations; the release of news through
the press, and an efficient and competent
office force.

—Henry R. Shoemaker, County Agent,
Frederick County, Md.

Farmers Were Willing

In the beginning I have this confes-
sion to make, “I have never entered
into any of my duties, as an extension
worker, with so much enthusiasm as I
did the cotton-reduction campaign.”

This was prompted by a feeling that
a definite change was taking place, de-
signed to divert our haphazard * hit or
miss” system of agriculture to one of
controlled production and controlled
prices. I think my attitude was no ex-
ception to the rule, for on every hand I
found people—farmers, business, and pro-
fessional men—all eager to help with the
program. That is what made it easy, yet
it was nerve wracking.

~Farm people, even though they may be
individualistic, are no different from
other groups. When they are convinced
of the best course they follow it. To
convince was our part. It must be done
by enrolling all the availlable assistance.
It had to be done at once.

Payne County has 18 townships. Two
leading farmers from each township were
informed that they were on a temporary
cotton-reduction committee and were
asked to meet at the county agent'’s office.
Thirty-four of the thirty-six invited
were present. It later developed that
the two who were absent failed to get
the notice. The plan was briefly laid be-
fore the commlittee, together with in-
structions in filling out contracts. One
additional member was later added to the
committee in some of the heavier cot-
ton townships. A county committee con-
sisting of two farmers living near the
county seat was selected to serve with

the county agent to pass finally upon the
application for contracts. A representa-
tive of each bank of the county met at
the call of the county agent, pledged the
assistance of the bank, and was made
familiar with the plan.

Eighteen meetings were arranged, one
in each township. The local committees
assisted in giving publicity, and all the
newspapers of the county cooperated in
a fine way. The object of the meeting
was to explain the plan and to take
offers. The meetings were so scheduled
that the county agent could make one
each hour, beginning with the first meet-
ing at 9 a.m., ending with the seventh
meeting of the day at 4 p.m.

The same schedule of 7 meetings was
followed the second day, and the third
day, until the remaining 4 meetings were
finished. Thus 2,000 cotton farmers and
others interested were contacted in
slightly more than 214 days. From this
group, 1,327 contracts were finally ap-
proved with a total acreage offered to be
taken out of production of 12,309. The
total acres planted was 386,810. The total
cash payment indicated without option
amounted to $121,974. There were some
800 bales of cotton optioned with a total
cash payment of $18,794. Most of the
offers were signed up at the meetings.
One may question the efficiency of such
a hurried campaign, but perhaps not in
this case when he knows that commit-
tees from the various chambers of com-
merce of the county, previously instruct-
ed in filling out the contract form, met
the county agent at every meeting and
took over the detail work—the commit-
tee remaining to finish the job after the
agent's departure. :

The question may be asked, *“ How did
you get the farmers there on time with
such an exact schedule?” We did this
by publishing our itinerary, and stating
that we would begin on the “dot” and
end the same way. They were there
almost 100 percent at the beginning of
each meeting, perhaps to see if we could
really make the schedule. We did, ex-
cepting that we were 2 minutes late at
one meeting due to mistaking a road.

The honesty and success of the whole
program rested upon the local commit-
tees and in most instances they were
loydl to their trust, to the point of turn-
ing down the offer of a brother if they
considered it too high.

Yes, the job was done in a great way
throughout the Cotton Belt, and why?
Simply because the people wanted to do
it. They were ready for something to

(Continued on page 62)



Teachers of Vocational
Agriculture Aid the
Adjustment Program

C. H. LANE

Chief, Agricultural Education Service, Office of Education,
Department of the Interior

NE OF THE major objectives in
the program of the teachers of
vocational agriculture throughout

the cotton and wheat areas of the United
States this year has been cooperation
with the established agencies for carry-
ing out the provisions of the Agricultural
Adjustment Act. This cooperation is
being given chiefly in three principal
ways. First, a study of problems met
by farmers in complying with the crop-
control plan of the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Administration is included in the
course of instruction given in all-day
and part-time schools and in evening
classes for adult farmers. Second, agri-
cultural instructors are assisting farmers
in their respective communities in solving
individual farming problems which arise
as a result of the Agricultural Adjust-
ment program, by conferring with them
on their own farms while traveling about
supervising the project work of voca-
cational pupils. Third, State supervisors
of agricultural education and trainers
of agricultural teachers in the land-
grant colleges cooperate with other State
agencies in disseminating information
and literature relative to the Agricul-
tural Adjustment program and assist in
formulating plans for making the pro-
gram effective.

In a statement made several months
ago, Secretary of Agriculture Wallace
declared that the success of the crop-
control plan depends on the country
people ; they must do the job themselves.
No one else can do it for them, but they
must first be told plainly and honestly
what it is all about; and it is in telling
farmers “ what it is all about” that
vocational agriculture teachers have
played an effective part.

Shortly after the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Act was passed, the President and
the Secretary of Agriculture decided to
intrust the educational phase of these
production-control campaigns to the Ex-

. tension Service.

Cooperation of Teachers

Fresh evidence of the sincerity and
enthusiasm of teachers In cooperating
in the adjustment program is constantly
coming to the attention of the agricul-

tural service of the Federal Office of
Education. Only recently, for example,
the supervisor of agriculture in one of
the larger agricultural States wrote: “ In
some cases, teachers have dismissed
classes for as much as a week to help
with the corn-hog program. Yesterday

I observed a class of 20 junior-senior

N SOME STATES and commu-

nities, the extension forces have
overlooked the assistance that vo-
cational agriculture teachers may
render in the crop and livestock
production control work. These
teachers are anxious to be of
service in the various agricul-
tural adjustment campaigns and
welcome an opportunity to cooperate
with extension forces in the crop-
control program. Whenever it is
possible therefore, the agricultural
extension forces should seek the
assistance of vocational agriculture
teachers in acquainting farmers
with the provisions of the Agricul-
tural Adjustment Act and in help-
ing them to comply with the provi-
sions of the Government's acreage
reduction plans. Every effort
should be made to strengthen the
cooperative relations between the
vocational education and the agri-
cultural extension forces in order to
assure the success of these plans.

Director of Exziension Work.

boys who had completed their work on
the corn-hog program. It is amazing
how these older boys can grasp the en-
tire situation. The parents of these boys
seem to be depending on them to keep
them up to the minute on information
relative to the corn-hog program. The
teacher I visited yesterday has been fol-
lowing the practice of holding one meet-
ing per week since September in order
to keep the farmers up to date on the
various adjustment programs.”

C. H. Lane.

It seems to me we have every reason
to feel encouraged about the way the
agricultural teachers have assisted in
making effective the first successful cam-
paign ever undertaken to combat the sur-
plus of farm commodities. I have ref-
erence, of course, to the cotton cam-
paign. It is a great satisfaction to know
that the 2,000 teachers in the cotton-
growing areas threw their strength so
whole-heartedly into the campaign. I
think it is worthy of comment, also,
that in no instance did the vocational
agriculture teacher presume to assume
the responsibility for the success of the
acreage-reduction program. On the con-
trary, he simply offered his services to
those who were responsible in giving
farmers the information and assistance
they needed in connection with the ad-
Jjustment campaign.

State Supervisors Assist

In order to insure the fullest possible
cooperation between teachers of agri-
culture and county extension agents, the
agricultural service of the Federal Office
of Bducation early last fall: Re-
quested State supervisors of agriculture
tn cooperate with the State directors of
extension in formulating a program of
relationships between the State and
county directors of the Agricultural Ad-
justment Act; suggested that the State
director of extension invite State voca-
tional agriculture officials to State meet-
ings and agricultural teachers to county
meetings of farmers called to consider
acreage-reduction plans; and requested
that State directors of extension send all
mimeographed or printed instructions on
agricultural adjustment plans to agri-
cultural teachers as well as to county

(Oontinued on page 56)
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Indian Potato Club Boys Succeed

HEN 4-H potato club work was

presented to the boys and girls
of the Fort Hall Indian Reservation it
was given a hearty response. A club of
19 members was organized in 1931. Each
member was to raise one eighth acre of
potatoes from certified seed which the
agency would furnish on credit. The
club was enrolled as a regular group

of the Idaho extension service under the
county agent of Bannock County.
Results have been even better than
expected. In 1932, the club membership
jumped to 32. Whether this popularity
came from the hard work of pulling
weeds and cultivating the potatoes, from
the cash return that came to the mem-
bers, or from the recreational program
of trips, swimming, baseball games, and
meetings may never be known. Almost
every boy of club age on the reservation
joined the club during this year, even
though the requirements were made for
one fourth acre. Of the 32 members, 31
harvested a crop, exhibited samples at

the county fair, and submitted records
of their work. Six girls joined the proj-
ect this year and shared success with
the boys.

At maturity all the potatoes were har-
vested at the same time and brought to
the agency where they were graded and
packed in clean, new bags for shipment.
The seconds were taken for home use

during the following winter. When the
grading was completed the club had 440
hundred-pound bags (a carload and a
half) of fine first-class potatoes. The
entire lot was sold and shipped to the
Chilocco Indian School and the Sequoyah
Orphan Training School in Oklahoma.

In 1933, 35 members enrolled and com-
pleted their projects. The potatoes
grown were one of the features of the
Bannock County Fair. Four ribbons
were won, two of them blue, at the
annual ‘“ Spud Day"” show, where there
was great competition as the best potato
growers in the county and State exhibit
there.

The achievements of this Fort Hall
Indian Potato Club could not help being
impressive to those who have been
familiar with the accomplishments of
clubs in other communities where the
organization is somewhat older. The
efforts of the Indian youth to take ad-
vantage of an offered opportunity to be-
come a more independent person and to
improve the home life by making it more
self-sustaining have not been exceeded by
any other group. Their club work rep-
resents an effort on the part of boys and
girls of very limited means; it indicates
an eagerness to participate in a worthy
enterprise, and a willingness to go far-
ther as the opportunity offers expansion.
It is helping them to help themselves.

KLAHOMA has under consideration

a project of erosion control which
covers 128,000 acres of the Stillwater
creek watershed. Various methods will
be used in this control test including ter-
racing, check dams, storage basins, grass,
trees, and contour farming. A 5-year
agreement with the landowners will fa-
cilitate carrying on of the project and
assure access to the areas under study,
the agreement to go with the farm in
case of sale.

ASHINGTON State reports the
Wlargest 4-H club enrollment in the
history of the State with 10,079 members
actively engaged in project work. Club
girls canned 29,000 quarts of fruits and
vegetables and 9,000 jars of jams and
jellies. They prepared 50,000 different
dishes in meal-preparation clubs and
baked 15,000 loaves of bread. Club boys
fattened and slaughtered more than 30,-
000 pounds of pork for home use, while
club home gardens supplied thousands of
dollars worth of vegetables. The total
returns for 4-H activities in the State are
estimated at $64,945.

Teachers of Vocational Agri-
culture Aid the Adjust-
ment Program
(Continued from page 55)

agricultural agents. And right here let
me say, that there has been the finest
sort of cooperation on the part of the
Agricultural Adjustment Administration
at Washington in furnishing State super-
visors, agricultural teacher trainers, and
teachers with subject matter material for
use in all-day and part-time classes for
farm boys and night classes for adult
farmers.

Early in the Agricultural Adjustment
campaign teachers were advised to coop-
erate with county agricultural agents in
holding meetings of farmers to explain
plans and contracts covering the control
programs for particular commodities; in
assisting farmers in filling out contract
blanks; in working with county com-
mittees in visiting farmers in the com-
munity; and in assisting in any other
possible way.

In order that farmers may secure max-
imum benefits from the Agricultural Ad-
Justment Act, efficient use must be made
of land retired from ordinary crop pro-
duction. An unusually large number of

agricultural teachers, therefore, have held
night classes to explain the regulations
governing the use of retired land, what
it may and may not be used for, what
farmers should grow on it, and the ad-
vantages of using land for permissible
crops; and to discuss production prob-
lems from the standpoint of production
costs, quality products, and proper dis- .
tribution. Practical problems—tariffs,
taxation, marketing, transportation, .
credit, cooperation, and ‘live-at-home”
plans—are discussed with farmers fin
these evening classes, now being held in
more than 2,000 centers in the United
States.



‘Terracing—A- Problem of Land Utilization

HE long-time program of land uti-

lization oalls for conservation of
the 8o0il. This is no new thing to exten-
sion agents. Some methods which have
proved their worth through the years
in oonvinoing farmers of the soil-erosion
problem are ezplained in the following
article.

Arkansas Uses Intensive Campaign

ORE than a half million acres of
cultivated land have been ter-
raced in the last decade as the

result of soil-saving programs of Ar-
kansas county agents.

Terracing in the extension program
until recent years was more generally
in the nature of personal service. Many
county agents in Arkansas realized that
it the fertility of Arkansas' thousands
of acres of rolling and hill lands was
to be saved, they needed to have an in-
tensive program rather than just per-
sonally servicing a number of farmers or
even depending on demonstrations for
the spread of practices. The value of
soil saving with terraces had been es-
tablished generally, and the point had
been reached where a broader program
was needed.

The plan adopted in those areas where
soil and water conservation was a major
problem briefly consisted of training key
groups, or local leaders, from each com-
munity. In some counties 4-H club boys
made up the teams, while in others the
farmers themselves were the local
leaders.

One of the most intensive community
terracing campaigns attempted in the
State was in Van Buren County 2 years
ago under the leadership and supervision
of G. E. Tanner, county agent. In this
work, Mr. Tanner had the whole-hearted
cooperation and assistance of A. V. Pres-
ley, a vocational agriculture teacher. In
this concerted drive for soil conserva-
tion, 1,600 acres of land was terraced.

In organizing the campaign 4-H club
boys and future farmers were called into
the drive. These boys, who pledged
themselves to do everything possible to
make the campaign a success, enlisted
the support of their parents. Four meet-
ings were held where men and boys with
terracing experience, farm levels, and
acres to be terraced were listed and
schedules were made out. A foreman
was selected for each squad of terracers.
No land was laid out without the direc-
tion of a man or boy who had at least
2 years’ experience. Many a morning
during the campaign found squads at
sunrise in the flelds running terrace

G. B. Tanner

lines. The campaign closed with a com-
munity supper and program at the com-
munity high school. “No evidence of
hard times was apparent—the table
actually groaned under the weight of
good things to eat”, writes Mr. Tanner.

Van Buren County is almost 100 years
old and is situated in the north-central
portion of Arkansas in the foothills of
the Ozarks. Mr, Tanner has been carry-
ing on an intensive educational program
in terracing which has been one of his
major projects in the county. His aduilt
and 4-H club terracing teams have won
State championships at the State’s
annual Farmers’ Week held in Fayette-
ville by the College of Agriculture, Uni-
versity of Arkansas. One of his methods
is the holding of 2-day terracing schools.
The first day is spent in instructing the
group in setting up a farm level and
running terrace lines. The second day is
devoted to building a terrace drag and
building at least one terrace. In 1933,
130 men and boys received training in
terracing. Mr. Tanner says “A ter-
racing campaign cannot be put on suec-
cessfully without several years of pre-
paratory work in training groups.”

Bradley County, which is a typical
upland county in the southeastern part
of Arkansas, now has about 75 percent
of its cultivated land protected from
erosion by terraces. This is the result
of the work of three county agents, the
work going back about 12 years.

John A. Hemphill, who has been
county agent of Bradley County for the
last 3 years, reports that terracing has
progressed rapidly in his county since
1923. Prior to that, very few farms had
been terraced. The farmers of his coun-
ty, he says, have never been taught that
the county agent was supposed to lay off

John A. Hemphill.

their terraces and build them, but rather
they have been taught that the county
agent glves instructions. Local leaders
who have been trained at demonstrations
and schools during the last few years
are now training others in terracing.
Many farmers call at Mr. Hemphill's
office to borrow a level and rod and in-
quire what farmer in their community
can give instructions. Mr. Hemphill says
the few remaining farms that have not
been protected are being terraced as
rapidly as possible during the winter
months. There are a number who are
now waiting their turns at the instru-
ments for this winter., Mr. Hemphill,
before transfer to Bradley County, was
county agent of White County where he
made soil-erosion control one of his major
objectives. In his 3 years of work in
White County more than 30,000 acres of
cultivated land were terraced as the re-
sult of his soil-saving program.

Approximately 3,000 acres of land have
been terraced in Columbia County situ-
ated in the southwestern part of the
State, in the last 2 years. The immedi-
ate terracing work was started in Sep-
tember 1931, when Lloyd Dhonau became
county agent in Columbia County. At
that time Mr. Dhonau held a terracing
school where leaders from each town-
ship in the county were trained in order
that they might carry on the program in
their various communities. Fifty men
were taught the use of the farm level
and rod, the principles of terracing, and
how to run terrace lines. To date there
are 35 farm levels in the county and 175
farmers who can run terrace lines.

These three counties are examples of
the various methods employed by county
agents in areas of the State where ter-
racing is a major consideration.
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Selecting Missouri Demonstrators

“My 20 years’ experience as an ex-
tension agent has taught me that the
essential requirement of a successtul
demonstration is a farmer cooperator
who will really carry out the idea and
instruction given”, declares County
Agent T. F. Lueker of Cole County, Mo.
He found that most central Missouri
furmers agreed that soil erosion is a
most serious problem but not all were
willing to put forth money and effort re-
quired to check this erosion with a sys-
tem of good strong terraces.

soil washed so badly. To keep down
erosion and to save our soil as much
as possible, we mended gullies and
washes as best we could. We finally de-
cided that it was more work to mend all
these washes and gullies than it would
be to build terraces, as we were not
saving the soil and holding it on the
fleld. We then became interested in ter-
racing.

“In the fall of 1931, we attended
‘ Terracing Day’ at the Missouri College
of Agriculture., Lectures and demon-
strations were given. After this meet-

Terraces on the Erhart farm.

The agent had observed the farming
practices of J. O. Erhart and son for
12 years and was thoroughly familiar
with Mr. Erhart’s methods before select-
ing him as a terracing demonstrator.
That he was a good choice is shown by
the results obtained. A half day was
spent by the county agent and the spe-
cialist in getting the Erharts going.
Only 2 years have passed since they
made their start, yet they now have a
system of first-class terraces on 66 of
their 100 acres of cultivated land.
These terraces the State extension
specialist, G. E. Martin, pronounced as
good as any In Missouri. The results
have not been conflned to the Erhart
farm for last year new terraces were
built on more than 100 acres of Cole
County farms.

Farmer Erhart tells the following
story of his terracing experience:

“We farm hill-land in central Mis-
souri that has an average slope of about
8 percent on union silt soil and which is
medium in fertility.

“The crops on our cultivated land
were small grain and legumes. We did
not raise corn or any row crops, as the

ing we knew terraces were what we
wanted and that it would be better to
put work we had been doing on gullies
and washes in on terraces and then have
something that would be permanent.

“A few days after getting back home
we asked T. F. Lueker, our county agent,
to have G. E. Martin, terracing specialist,
come to our farm and help us start our
terracing work.

“After the splendid help we were
given we have been able to survey our
own lines and construct terraces. All
our terraces are in good working order.
Our 2-year-old terraces show plainly an
increased benefit over our terraces only
1 year old.

‘“We will complete our terracing as
soon as we have time and the land is
free from crops. With our land ter-
raced we can raise corn, if we desire,
with little loss of soil, by running rows
on contour lines practically parallel with
terraces.

“ Terraces are saving our soil, holding
moisture, better than unterraced land
and gives us a contour line to follow in
farming. They also give us a chance to
use better methods of farming.”

Explaining Production
Credit

County agricultural agents, district
supervisors, State directors, and others
in the extension family are finding Film
Strip No. 1, Applying for Production
Credit, helpful in explaining the new
production-credit system to farmers.

Dealing with how to apply for pro-
duction credit and how the local pro-
duction-credit associations fit into the
new farm-credit set-up, the new film
strip helps you in telling farmers about
different kinds of production loans, the
interest rate charged, the purchase of
stock in the association, maturities for
different loans, and the kind of security
required. You can get this strip of 34
frames for 28 cents from Dewey &
Dewey, 6716 Thirty-fifth Avenue, Keno-
sha, Wis. The Farm Credit Adminis-
tration, Washington, D.C., will gladly
send you lecture notes and other supple-
mentary material.

HINCH BUGS became so numerous

in southeastern Kansas in 1932 that
wheat, oats, and barley were badly dam-
aged. To remedy the situation, a cam-
paign was inaugurated to protect the
1933 crop. The work was begun late in
1932 with 142 bug-burning demonstra-
tions attended by 526 local leaders from
10 counties. As a result, 2,917 farmers
put this control measure into practice.
Very few chinch bugs were in evidence
in the early spring in wheat, oats, and
barley. State and county road officials
cooperated in' burning roadsides and in
some places those working on relief
funds assisted.

As an example of the value of the
campaign, a cooperator in Harvey County
stated that the chinch bugs cost him $500
in 1932; the bugs destroyed $200 worth
of corn forcing him to purchase $200
worth of corn for cattle feed, and the
land on which the crop was destroyed
cost him $100 in rent. This farmer
headed a burning party in his commun-
ity with the result that he has suffered
no damage during 1933 from the chinch

bugs.

LLINOIS farmers have organized 800

associations to cooperate with the
various Farm Credit Administration
loan branches. Farmers in the State
expect to make every use of the farm
credit organization to further their agri-
cultural activity. Special attention for
loans to cooperatives is being given by
the organization, says C. H. James,
manager of one of the large cooperatives
in the State.



Improvement Clubs Change Farm Practices

in extension work.” That is the

answer with which 8. L. Anderson
met the query, “ What do you think of the
farm account work you have been doing
in Knox County these last 6 years?”

There was an excellent reason for ask-
ing this question of County Agent Ander-
son. In Ohio, a State that for years
has advocated farm record keeping, An-
derson’s record in this project is very
outstanding.

He first became interested in urging
proper keeping of farm accounts in 1927
when, through the assistance of €
teachers of vocational agriculture, he in-
duced 83 farmers to enroll themselves in
the Knox County Farm Improvement
Club. Today 23 of them still keep
records. To this list a hundred more
names have been added.

To become a member of the club a
farmer must meet, or agree to meet, three
requirements. He must be a farm opera-
tor—owner, tenant, or partner; he must
agree ta keep a complete system of farm
accounts, using the method approved by
the Ohio Agricultural Extension Serv-
ice; and he must agree to make at least
one improvement a year on his farm or
in his home.

“I T IS THE most basic thing we do

itesults

Anderson sums up briefly the results
of this work:

‘“Farm account keepers have been
the leaders in Knox County in finding
new sources of cash income. Formerly,
in the years before our club was organ-
ized, the average farmer in the county
fed beef cattle and hogs, and of course,
raised the usual corn, wheat, and clover
crops. Now you will find a change has
come over Knox County agriculture.
Hogs and beef cattle no longer hold the
predominant place in the farming sys-
tem. To the corn, wheat, and clover
crops have been added others.

“ Now the shift is clearly in the direc-
tion of dairying and poultry; and pota-
toes, truck crops, and small fruits are
becoming important sources of farm
income. These changes were first made
on the farms of account keepers.”

Anderson named improvements that
have come about largely as the result
of the third requirement. Swank Broth-
ers, of Fredericktown, put up a storage
house for potatoes, after finding that
local buyers almost invariably paid more
for potatoes delivered to them in the
winter than for potatoes delivered in the
fall. Walter Lemley, of Fredericktown,
stopped buying his chicks in June. He

The Knox County, Ohio, Farm Improvement Club holds its spring summary meeting.

found, also, from his records, that the
poultry business doesn’t pay unless the
chicks are hatched in March or early
April. C. B. McLarium, of Howard, took
out old fences and made his flelds larger
and better fitted for using his modern
machinery.

These are just a few of the sort of
changes that have come about. Each
farmer admits that his eyes were opened
to the need for them by the summary of
his accounts made each year by Guy W.
Miller, extension specialist in farm man-
agement at the university.

Miller reserves a week each spring
which he devotes to the Knox County
Farm Improvement Club. He brings to
the county the summaries of the hun-
dred or more accounts sent him by An-
derson, compares the methods of the 20
who earned the best labor income with
the methods of the 20 who were least
successful, and strikes an average. Each
farmer then may compare his methods
and the results they bring with those of
his neighbor. In the summaries, no
names are mentioned.

These summaries are studied by the
group, and plans are laid for making the
individual adjustment thought necessary.

One of the unexpected benefits of the
record keeping is the aid rendered by
the records in filling out applications
and contract forms for wheat, corn, and
hogs for the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration.

“The time required for gathering the
data from a set of farm account books
for fllling in a corn-hog contract form 1is

not more than 5 minutes ”, Anderson de-
clares. “Other farmers often spend a
week, and a half dozen trips to town be-
fore they have at hand the necessary
data, and then it isn’t always accurate.”

Here is the form of organization set
down in writing by Anderson in 1927,
He still clings to it.

“Local clubs are organized in each
community where there is a vocational
agriculture department in the high
school. Each club operates as an indi-
vidual unit and formulates its own pro-
gram, but cooperates with the other
clubs in executing the county program
set up by the executive committee.”

Some of the extra activities of the
clubs include basket-ball games between
clubs, tours of farms by the local groups,
and an annual social meeting, recently
a fish fry, which attracts 200 to 300
people each year. ®

ETZEL COUNTY, W. VA, held

the first camp canning school in
the State this past fall. In order -to
facilitate the organization and distribu-
tion of the information throughout the
county the camp school idea was de-
veloped. Seventy-two women attended
the 38-day canning demonstration.
Methods of drying and canning fruits,
vegetables, and meats were demonstrat-
ed and practiced. Drying racks were
made, and each woman had one to take
home from the camp. As all districts in
the county were represented the infor-
mation was widely spread.
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N A RECENT trip to Iowa, the

editor of the Review was much im-
pressed with the feature pictures used
in the daily papers giving inleresting
angles of the local corn-hog campaign.
Tracing this matter to its source, he
found the pictures originated with L. R.
Combs, extension editor in Iowa and ob-
tained the following account for readers
of the Review:

Shirley Lincoln Jr. (right) 19-year-old club
leader, is probably the youngest member of
a township corn-hog committee in Iowa.

. He and his father are helping with the
sign-up campaign in their township, Pacific
Junction, Mills County. Bruce Kilpatrick,
county agent, i8 watching as the two men
fill out sample contracts.

POT NEWS and feature pictures

distributed in mat form to daily

newspapers have been effective in
attracting attention to the corn-hog
program in Iowa.

These mats have been distributed
through the press service, or through the
regular daily service from the college,
which goes to approximately 50 papers
in the State. The daily papers’ use of
these mats has been highly gratifying, in

some cases exceeding even our fondest
hopes.

Among the pictures which I have taken
in my rambles over the State are the
following: A picture of two of the oldest
corn-hog producers in Iowa, but who are
not “too old to learn new tricks”; a
picture of a father and son, both of
whom were serving on a township corn-
hog committee, the son, a 4-H club boy
not yet of age; and several pictures of
farmers signing corn-hog contracts in the
first instructional meetings held for
county committees. Pictures were also
taken of 2 or 3 county chairmen filling
out work sheets at the State training
school held in Ames early in January.
Various other news and feature pictures
were taken either for local dailies or for
distribution to the news services.

Two of Iowa's oldest corn-hog producers who
are not “too old to learn new tricks"
signing corn-hog adjustment contracts. Left
to right are: Adam Keil, Ladora, who is
69 years old and still operating 200 acres;
County Agent D. H. Zentmire of Iowa
County; and Louis Feller of Victor, 74,
who rents his farm to his son on a share
lease,

Feature Pictures Aid Iowa Campaign

An arrangement was made with an
engraving firm in Des Moines whereby a
spot-news picture could be sent to them
for the making of mats. They would
make these mats the day the picture
was received and turn them over imme-
diately to one or both of the press serv-
ices as directed.

In taking pictures I used a camera
with an f 4.5 lens. This is faster than
the average and capable of taking a
picture with excellent detail. The
camera is equipped with a ground glass
finder and uses either film pack or plate
holders. Pictures are 3% by 41 inches,
a size which is not expensive yet large
enough to make good newspaper engrav-
ings. A lighting apparatus consisting of
a long drop cord which could be plugged
into an ordinary light socket, a 3-way
socket for floodlight bulbs, and rqﬂectors
completed the outfit. This made it pos-
sible to take pictures under ideal condi-
tions wherever a standard voltage light
current was available.

Five pictures were distributed in mat
form during January and early Febru-
ary. Several pictures were taken for
individual use of the large dailies. One
of the mats distributed was a 3-column
layout showing the different steps in the
Iowa corn-hog program such as a pre-
liminary educational meeting, a State
training school on administrative rulings,
a county training school, farmers sign-
ing contracts, and one picture posed by a
local farmer showing the producer re-
ceiving a check at some future date.
Clippings of this picture showed that we
obtained around 60- to 70-percent usage
in the 50 dailies.

¢ projects is offered by the
production credit associations which are
belng organized in Arkansas.

The Production Credit Corporation of
St. Louis has announced that it will ap-
prove production credit associations in
its district making loans on personal
notes and without collateral when such
notes have been signed by the club mem-
ber and father, or by the club member
and local leader.

To be eligible for credit, it is necessary
for the club to have a definite organiza-
tion plan, periodic instructions in the
care and management of the project, in-
surance, and an adequate marketing
program.

qN OPPORTUNITY for financing 4-H
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HE KOLOA (Hawaii) Junior Farm

Extension Club, which is the name
by which the young men’s clubs are
known in the Hawaiian Islands, has 35
charter members. These are all Ameri-
can citizens of Japanese ancestry who
are working on the Koloa plantation.
Their program for the past year in-
cluded demonstration work with a
speaker at each of the monthly meetings.
In addition to their strictly educational
work, this group carried on an athletic
program, which included baseball series
among the various plantation units. The
most interesting feature was a fishing
contest organized by the club for the
purpose of raising funds to finance the
various projects.

’I‘HE Department of the Interior has
announced plans for the establish-
ment of subsistence homestead projects
at Rochester, Monroe County, N.Y., and
at Austin, Minn. Secretary Ickes said
that the Subsistence Homesteads Divi-
sion, under M. L. Wilson, will organize
corporations at each of these points to
handle the management. At Rochester
there will be 33 plots of about 114 acres
each, with low-cost modern houses. At
Austin, 50 homesteads of 3 to 6 acres
will be established. At each of the points
arrangements have been made for the
families to obtain part-time work in shops
in the nearby towns. At the present
time 37 projects of this kind have been
approved in 20 States.



Federal Agencies for Soil Conservation

EW emergency organizations set

up in Washington have given a
great impetus to the soil-conservation
movement. The set-up and purpose of
two of these organizations now working
tn the field are as follows:

Department of the Interior

HE SOIL Erosion Service, Depart-

I ment of the Interior, is a new bu-

reau, set up under a public works
appropriation of $10,000,000 for the pur-
pose of demonstrating the practical ap-
plication of erosion-control measures on
large watershed areas of 100,000 to
200,000 acres.

At the end of about 6 months, 10 major
demonstrations have been established
and are now in full operation, with 15
new projects being organized as rapidly
as possible for installation work within
the next 30 days. Each large demon-
stration is placed in a geographical re-
gion to represent a broad land condition
where soil erosion is a serious problem.
The following projects have been se-
lected, by States: Pennsylvania, Ohio,
West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Ok-
lahoma, Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Illinois,
Wisconsin, Nebraska, Washington, Cali-
fornia, New Mexico, and Arizona,

The program is of national scope and
character, to demonstrate how the re-
maining good farming land of the coun-
try can be preserved from serious ero-
sion wastage, and, at the same time, how
flood hazards may be materially mini-
mized on the respective watersheds. All
work is carried on in close cooperation
with all interested agricultural agencies.
“In our efforts, without exception, capa-
ble county agents of the Extension Serv-
ice have given valuable aid and we are
depending on their continued help in the
future. We want them to know our
work, visit our projects, and make use
of our service in any helpful way,” says
Director H. H. Bennett.

The largest project that has been
undertaken is that of the Navajo Indian
Reservation in Arizona and New Mexico.
This area comprises about 15 million
acres of ground, and it presents an ex-
tremely serlous erosion problem of vital
importance to the region as a grazing
section, in addition to that of preventing
rapid accumulation of silt in Boulder
Dam reservoir. As a matter of fact, the
control of erosion in that section will de-
termine whether or not it can continue
as a habitation for people. Forty or
fifty men will be stationed on this Reser-

vation to work out practical measures
for solving the important erosion problem.

A staff of 15 or 20 technically trained
men will be employed on each of the
major watershed areas. These men will
include agronomists, foresters, engineers,
range specialists, authorities on wild life,
soil specialists, extension agents, and
other specialists who can make a con-
tribution to the comprehensive land-use
program proposed for these areas. The
plan of work involves the study of each
individual farm by this corps of trained
men, in order that there may be set up
on each farm within the area the best
land-use program that it is possible to
devise on the basis of soil adaptation.

It is proposed to install on each farm,
then, a well-rounded, well-balanced, sta-
bilized farm program from which the
farmer will be able to earn greater re-
turns for himself and his family through
a proper cropping system set up on the
basis of proper land use, and all sup-
ported by a program for controlling ero-
sion wastage of the productive topsoil.
Steep lands will be taken out of cultiva-
tion and put back into forests; less steep
land that cannot be handled in cultiva-
tion without serious erosion loss, will be
put into permanent grass; and the gently
sloping lands will be utilized in cultj-
vated crops under a system of strip
cropping and contour farming.

It is proposed by the Soil Erosion
Service to supply seeds for areas to be
taken out of cultivation and put into
permanent pasture, or for planting strips
in connection with cultivated crops.
When seeds, nursery stock, or engineer-
ing equipment are furnished, the farmer
signs a written agreement to permit the
installation of proposed practical erosion-
control measures and to continuously pro-
tect and maintain the installations on his
land for a period of b years. A very large
percentage of the farmers in all of the
watershed areas have signified their co-
operative interest in carrying through the
program outlined for them.

An interesting development in Wiscon-
sin, where the farmers have signified
their desire to cooperate in the farm
program, is the additional feature of
hearty cooperation in the establishment
of wild life in the timbered areas. These
woodlands are almost invariably too
steep to clear for cultivation, in fact,
much of the steep land that is now in cul-
tivation should be put back into timber.
Farmers are interested in the plan of
protecting game in these areas in order
that they may be able to obtain some
revenue from' the sale of hunting privi-
leges.

Emergency Conservation
Work

Under the erosion-control project on
private lands the Civilian Conservation
Corps, working under the direction of the
Forest Service of the Department of Agri-
culture, at the beginning of 1934 had con-
structed more than 238,000 check dams in
gullies with about 504,000 acres benefited.

More applications for erosion-control
work on private farms were received than
can be handled. Many county agents
rendered effective aid in locating badly
eroded farms and in helping farmers to
understand the purpose of the proposed
conservation work. As far as possible,
farms scattered over the county were
chosen to serve as demonstrations to
other farmers in the neighborhoods. The
owner of each farm chosen signed an
agreement to protect and maintain all
improvements made for 5 years. The
region of greatest activity is the central
Mississippi watershed, including the lower
Ohio River States of Ohio, Indiana, Ili-
nois, and Kentucky, western Tennessee,
and northern Mississippl. Other centers
of erosion work are Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Iowa, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Texas.

Gullies are being healed on these
farms in a 4-point program, (1) by build-
ing temporary check dams, (2) grading
the banks to a slope of repose, (3) plant-
ing trees, grasses, and vines, and (4)
protection from fire, livestock, or other
injury. Tree planting started about the
middle of February in the South and will
continue into May in the North, with
about 40,000,000 black locust trees avail-
able for planting in this way. Grasses
and legumes, such as Lespedeza, are be-
ing used as an immediate ground cover
until the trees get started, and in Texas
and Oklahoma as the main cover crop.
The surveying of terrace lines for farm-
ers has recently been approved and
started. The farmer must first agree to
construct the terraces.

About 250 camps have been working on
the soil-erosion-control project. During
the winter, the camps averaged in the
neighborhood of 180 men. Assistant For-
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